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PYWE character and conduct of the 

Puritans have been lately brought 
before the public by Dr. Southey, in 
his “ Book of the Church ;” and from 
his representations the reader would 
scarcely give them credit for learning, 
talents, conscience or virtue. The 
gross partiality of the Laureate hap- 
pily defeats its own design. His in- 
justice, however, has had, in some 
instances within our knowledge, the 
good effect of exciting professed Dis- 
senters to look into the history, and 
to consult the works of their fathers. 
We say good effect, because we hold 
the early Nonconformists in high re- 
spect, and are sure that no one can 
make himself acquainted with their 
lives and writings without entertaining 
a like feeling. Faults indeed they had ; 
some common to the times, some pe- 
culiar to themselves ; but these were 
greatly overbalanced by excellencies, 
of which also some were shared by 
them equally with the best men of the 
Established Church and of the Church 
of Rome,* and some were eminently 
their own. They were enlightened 
patriots, and accordingly were patro- 
nized by such of Elizabeth’s counsel- 
lors as were most attached to the li- 
berties of England. Their situation 
as religionists set them in opposition 
to arbitrary power; they stood man- 
fully in the gap, with their lives in 
their hands; and to their fortitude 
and self-devotion in the most critical 


* ‘The Rowan Catholic Seminary Priests 
and Fathers that distinguished themselves 
inthe reigu of Elizabeth and the earlier 
part ot the reign of James, are underva- 
lwed by Protestants. They were above 
their contemporaries in learning and ta- 
leuts, and equal to them in virtue. 
Amongst them are to be found some of 
the best writers of this proud era of the 
English langnage. And who can read 
a Story of their martyrdom without 
prey a for his Protestant ancestors, and 
: howledging that their deaths would 

we shed a glory upon truth itself ! 
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period of our history are mainly owing 
our free institutions, 

Some of our writers and preachers, 
who have departed most widely from 
the doctrinal standard of the Puritans, 
appear to us to have fallen inadver- 
tently into the prejudices of High 
Churchmen with regard to the vene- 
rable founders of English nonconfor- 
mity. Their Calvinistic belief, and 
their practical intolerance, both which 
they learned from the Church of En- 

land, are, we acknowledge, blemishes 
in their character; but let it never be 
overlooked that they laid down prin- 
ciples, of the tendency of which they 
were not themselves aware, which in 
their gradual operation have raised 
many of their posterity to a better 
mode of reasoning and a more liberal 
habit of feeling. It is ungrateful to 
remember only their weaknesses, and 
to forget entirely their magnanimity 
and disinterestedness, which, perhaps, 
were the principal cause of the Church 
of England remaining a Protestant 
Church. The Dissenter that allows 
himself to sneer at the Puritans on 
account of their supposed errors in 
doctrine, and their known errors in 
church-government, is about as wise 
and consistent as the Englishman that 
holds Magna Charta cheap because it 
made no provision for a freely-chosen 
House of Commons, or that pours 
contempt upon the Revolution of 
1688, because it did not establish an 
une xceptionable and perfect constitu- 
tion, ‘Time is necessary to the flower- 
ing of a rose, according to the Ger- 
man proverb; and amongst all Jeremy 
Bentham’s “ Fallacies of Govern- 
ment,” none is greater than the mo- 
dern notion, or rather talk, that re- 
formers, whether in Church or State, 
who have not done every thing have 
done nothing, or, at least, that they 
deserve no gratitude for what they 
have done, but, on the contrary, are 
to be reproached for what they have 
left undone. If he be a benefactor to 
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his country, as the sage moralist has 
said, who causes a blade of grass to 
grow where none grew betore, their 
claims upon our gratitude and admi- 
ration are neither few nor sinall who, 
in a barren soil and a stormy day, 
sowed those seeds of truth and liberty 
of which, after ages of growth, we are 
now reaping the abundant harvest. 

To estimate the Puritans aright we 
must examine their books, and if these 
do not shew deep and varied Christian 
learning, sound judgment, vigour of 
intellect, pure conscience, disinterest- 
ed zeal nA patriotism above suspicion, 
we, who profess to have their names 
in reverence, are content that they 
should be set down for the supersti- 
tious drivellers or fanatics and fire- 
brands that Southey, in his eagerness 
to serve the “ best-constituted Church 
in the workd,” would fain make them 
appear.® 

Ve propose, therefore, in a series 
of papers to give an account of some 
of the principal Puritan publications 
in the times of Elizabeth and James, 
accompanied with historic and biogra- 
phical notices and verified by ample 
extracts.¢ 

The first work that we sha'l exa- 
mine bears the following title: ‘* A 
Briefe and Plaine Declaration, con- 
cerning the Desires of all those Faith- 
ful Ministers, that have and do seeke 
for the Discipline and Reformation of 
the Church of Englande : which may 


* It is really paying too much respect 
to the Laureate’s ** Book” to consider it 
as of importance for or against any cause. 
Were it less disfigured by the historic 
vices of colouring and omission, and less 
diwgraced by the rhetorical artifices of 
invective and ridicule, it could be of no 
authority whatever, on account of its 
votal want of references. These, the 
Laureate tays, would have encumbered 
the page' Might he not have added, 
that they would have convicted him of 
narrow and wilfully partial reading, and, 
moreover, have supplied the reader with 
an antidote to the poison of the odium 
fhrolagicum which he has infused so largely 
into his later chapters? , 

+ The Noneonformist, No. V1., Vol. 
XIV. pp. 24, &e., “ On the Cause of Non- 
conformity, as connected with the Inte. 
rests of General Literature,” signed R., 
has in fact given a sketch of our plan. 


This interesting paper is recommended to 
the reader's votice. 





serve for a just Apologie against th 
False Accusations and Slaunders of 
their Adversaries.””. At the head and 
in the middle of the title-page is a 
ornament engraved on wood ; and oa 
the sides of the middle engraving ar 
the words, ** God is my Defender.” 
The printer’s sign at the bottom of 
the page is, “* at London; printed by 
Robert Waldegrave, 1584.” 

Besides the general title-page bere 
given, there is another running tithe 
after the Preface, viz. ‘* A Learned 
Discourse of Ecclesiasticall Governe- 
ment, prooved by the Worde of God.” 
This double title may partly account 
for the difficutly we have found is 
tracing this work in the histories of 
the times. 

In the Catalogue of Dr. Williats’s 
Library, (Ist ed., No. 1785,) a defence 
of the work by the author against Dr, 


Bridges is ascribed to Fenner, mea 77 


ing, no doubt, Dudley Fenner ; but 
this is probably a mistake. Fenner 
did write against Bridges, but the ex 


tracts from the work which Neal et 


ascribes to Fenner, (Hist. Puritans, 77 


Svo. Toulmin’s ed., I. 425, 426,) prove 
that his book was not the same as the 
** Defence of Ecclesiastical Discipline 
against Bridges,” just referred W 
This book of Fenner’s (if it be bis, 


which we shall look into, when W 7 





give an account of it,) is now in ou 
hands, a quarto volume, printed ® § 


1587, and entitled, “‘ A Defence 7% 
the Godlie Ministers against the Slau 7 
ders of Dr. Bridges, contayned in hs ie 


Answere to the Preface before the 


Discourse of Ecclesiastical! Govern © 


ment, with a Declaration of the Be 


shops’ proceeding against them.” The 


author of the “ Briefe and Pai 


Declaration,” the subject of ap = iF 


sent paper, was plainly his own adve 


cate, in “ A Defence of the Eccle* 79 


astical Discipline,” a 4to. tract, printe! 7 


in 1583, ; 
sage shewing this from the Dedicatie 


of the tract, “ Unto the Christi’ rs 


Reader » “ His”’ (Dr. Bridges’s) “ firs’ 


section (because nothing should — “ 


him) is upon these words set after 

preface, and before the first sente® 
of the booke, and upon the tc pe® 
everie leafe, 4 Learned Discourse ¢ 
Ecclesiasticall Governement. 
title here and throughout the 
is much jested at and played 


“id 





We shall quote a short pa a 
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For auswere whereunto, the reader is 
to understande, the right title of the 
hooke set downe in the first page 
thereof, is, A Briefe and Plaine De- 
cluration, &e. The other is of hke 
the printer’s, or some others to whose 
eet the copie might come, a thing 
usuallie done, and without any just note 
of ostentation in the author, who is 
seldom or never privie to such addi- 
tions.” From this it would appear 
that the work was printed by some 
one else than the writer, which is in- 
deed more plainly intimated in the 
introductory sentences of the Dedica- 
tion of the Defence. 

The Editor of the late quarto edi- 
tion of Wood's Athen quotes a pas- 
sage Which fixes the work upon Dr. 
John Field. He says, (1. 536,) ** Dr. 
Matthew Sutcliffe, in his 4nsicer to a 
certain Libel Supplicatorie, 4to., 1592, 
p. 4], says, ‘ Neither hath the libeller 
any reason to build his fancies upon 
Mr. Fulk’s opinions, for in the confu- 
tation of the notes of the Rhemish Tes- 
tament, lhe doth defend the government 
of the Church of England as it now is, 
and albeit he was sometime of other 
wind, yet did he afterward retract his 
former sayings. And when John Field, 
contrary to his mind, did publish the 
pamphlet called the Learned Dis- 
course, he was offended with him, and 
it he had lived would have confuted 
the same himselfe.’’’ That Field was 
the author, as here suggested, appears 
to us very probable. There is, a 
ever, a difeulty on this hypothesis. 
lhe author, as we have seen, wrote 
his own Defence, which was published 
im 1O88; but Field’s death is placed 
by Wood (Athen. Oxon. 4to., ut sup.) 
ui the latter end of the year 1587. 
“his is still not an insuperable objec- 
tow; for Wood acknowledges that 
there is much uncertainty in Field’s 
history, no less than three persons of 
both his names having been at Oxford 
about the same time. Even if he died 
i the latter end of the year 1587, he 
might have answered Bridges, whose 
attack was made in the course of that 
year, and the Defence might not have 

n published until after his death, 
It should be added, that Strype (Life 
of Whitgift, fol. P 531) puts Field 
amongst the chief Puritan ministers 
ye ‘fel into troubles” in the year 


A third person has been named as 
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the author. The copy before us has 
the following manuscript entry on the 
side of the title-page: ‘* Best says in 
his Churches Plea for her Right, p.i2, 
That this Learned, Ne., was writt by 
Dr. Ayud’.”” On the right-hand side of 
the leaf is written in the same hand, 
** Answered by Dr. Bridges, Dean of 
Sarum, 1587, in 4to."” This memo- 
randum is supported by a MS, work 
in Dr. Williams's Library, entitled, 
** A Chronological Account of Eminent 
Persons, Letters, Xe., from 1534 to 
1695, in 3 volumes,” folio; a work 
which came to the Library from Mr, 
Neal, and was apparently much relied 
on by that historian. The following 
is from Vol. Il. 419, (l—5,) under 
the head 'm, Pulke: “ Tho’ he was 
a very holy man and a great scholler, 
yet (as it fared with many other such) 
rose no higher in the Church, some 
thinke because he scrupled some points 
of Conformity, and they are coufirmed 
in those thoughts (among many other 
reasons) because it is aflirmed in a 
book, entitled, ‘A Brief and Plain 
Declaration,’ &c., or, *‘ A Learned 
Discourse’ (as it is entitled in every 
page in some editions). Though it 
hath Mr. Dudley Fenner’s name put 
to it, it was written by Dr. Wm. Fulke: 
divers writers quote him as the author 
of it, as the Answerer of Dr. George 
Downham’s Sermon in 1609, Died 
28th Aug., 1589.” 

This is positive but anonymous au- 
thority. Wood, however, with all his 
industry, had never learned the fact ; 
and it casts a little suspicion on the 
statement that Fulk was better kaown 
as a writer than either of the other 
xersons to whom the book is atui- 

uted, and could scarcely have re- 
mained concealed if he had been the 
author, and that he continued not 
only in communion with the Church 
of England, but also in possession of 
his living of Kedington, in Suffolk, to 
the day of his death, 

What the author of the manuscript 
in Dr. Williams’s Library means by 
saying that the “* Brief and Plain De- 
claration” ‘‘ hath Mr. Dudley Fen- 
ner’s name to it,” we know not. Is 
there a printed edition with his name? 
Or, does the assertion merely refer to 
some rumour to this effect, in conse- 
quence ef which Feaner’s name had 
been entered on the title-page by col- 
lectors and in the catalogues of libra- 





ae 


~ 


o>. z oF 


—_ 


WO A nw oe ee ET ST 


: 


mn! 
i. 
a 


ee —. «a 
¥ 


* 


re 


s 


7 


~_- 





132 The Puritans.—No. I. 


ries? Some of our readers may be 
able to assist our inquiries into this 
matter; and we invite their attention 
to this and other doubtful points in the 
history of Puritan literature. 

Brook, in his “‘ Lives of the Puri- 
tans,” I. 388, adopts unhesitatingly 
the statement of the MS. in Dr. Wil- 
liams’s Library which he had consult- 
ed, and argues from it that Fulk 
was a Puritan. We have no doubt of 
this fact ; it rests upon the general be- 
lief of the times; but this mode of 
proving it is far from satisfactory.* 

On the whole, we think it probable 
that Field was the author of the work, 
and that Fenner and Fulk saw and 
revised the MS., and perhaps assisted 
in the publication. Evidence has been 
brought from the “ Defence’ of it 
against Bridges, that it was written 
long before it was printed, and that it 
passed through several hands and was 
not, strictly speaking, published by the 
author; now what can be more pro- 
bable than that such men as Fenner 
and Fulk should have seen it and con- 
tributed to its perfectness > This sup- 
position will account for its being at- 
tributed sometimes to one and ‘some- 
times to another of the three. _ 

Duptey Fenner was brought up 
at Cambridge and was one of the tu- 
tors of the University, and reckoned 
amongst his pupils the distinguished 
Puritans, Cartwright and Travers. He 
was afterwards preacher at Cranbrook, 
in Kent; but scrupling conformity to 
the ceremonies and discipline of the 
Church of England, he joined the Non- 
conformist Refugees at Antwerp, and 
there received Presbyterian ordination 
an for some time ‘exercised his mi- 
nistry. He returned to England, and 
as would appear to Cranbrook, and 
had his full share of persecution on 
account of conscience. His name is 
inserted in Strype’s Life of Whityift 

amongst the nonsubseribing ministers 
in Kent, whom the Archbishop had to 
*“‘deal with,” and is thus entered : 
** Fenner, of Cranebrook, no ¢ ‘ure, nor 
a Graduate.” (P. 123.) Well might the 
Archbishop ‘ deal with” a man who 
taught the following heresies, contain- 
ed in “* Sentences and Principles of Pu- 
ritans in Kent: Concerning which the 
* In Brook, Fenner's name is by an 


error in the transcription or at the press 
put Seamer. ’ 





Lord Burghley writ with his own hand 
these words, viz. ‘ These sentences 
following are gathered out of cer. 
tain Sermons and Answers in Writing 
made by Dudley Fenner.’” “ Ther 
ought to be no Archbishop in the 
Church of God ; because he hath no 
office therein by the word of God.” 
“ From the Pope to the Cardinal, and 
from the Cardinal to the Archbishop, 
and from the Archbishop to the Lord 
Bishop, and from the Lord Bishop to 
the Priest, they can give no reason of 
any calling they have, out of the wor 
of God.” “ The people ought in 
every church, by the word of God, to 
chuse their own ministers: and a 
long as they do well to give them 
double honour. And when they do 
not, to put them out, and chuse ano- 
ther.” ‘* That any one man, either 
Archbishop or Lord Bishop, shoul 
take upon them to controul, or have 
dominion over others that are their 


fellow-ministers, is directly against the 7] 


word of God, Luke xxii. &c.” This 


paper of Burghley’s has also the fol 7 


lowing direction for prayer, attributed 
we suppose to Fenner: ‘‘ A Supple- 
nent to the Prayer, since the time o! 
my Lord Archbishop [Whitgift], ‘ Ye 
shall pray also, that God would strike 
through the sides of all such as go 
about to take away from the minister 
of the gospel, the Liberty which ® 
granted them by the word of God.” 
At the bottom, Elizabeth’s grave m- 
nister had amused himself with ano 
ther entry, viz. ‘‘ Names given in Bap 
tism by Dudley Fenner. Joy Aga 
From Above. More Fruit. Dust.” 
(Strype, p. 124.) Unless we knew 
from what source Burghley derive 
his information, it would be idle @ 
discuss how far the last ridiculous 
charge against Fenner is to be et 
dited.* 
The voluminous biographer of Whi 
gift relates, in the Archbishop’s 0 
words, a three days’ conference that 
held with Fenner and the other n0® 
conforming Kentish ministers. 


Primate treated them, according to b® © 





own account, in a friendly mannel) 77 
but Fenner himself and other conte® 97 


——s a ————— —— ed 


* Another of Burleigh’s entries on th* 
curious paper is the following: “ ! 
Minister of Bolton Quarry was ! 
according to the Use of Geneva, of lat 
or according to the Usage of Scotland.” 
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porary Writers give a very different re- 
presentation of his carriage on this oc- 
casion. A number of the most respect- 
able gentlemen of Kent, made strong 
representations to the Archbishop in 
favout of the ministers, but without 
effect. He was steady in his purpose 
of putting down dissent, and proceed- 
ed to suspend the ministers from their 
functions, on their refusal to subscribe 
three articles,one assuming the Queen's 
supremacy, (to which alone probably 
they would not have objected,) the 
second pledging assent and consent to 
the Book of Common Prayer, as con- 
taining nothing contrary to the word 
of God, and the third pledging the 
same approbation of the Book of Ar- 
ticles as all agreeable to the word of 
Giod. The ministers carried their 
complaints to the Queen’s Council ; 
the Archbishop delivered in his justifi- 
cation ; and the result was, as usual 
in such cases, that the complainants 
were committed to gaol. Fenner was 
kept in prison twelve months and then 
released upon a general subscription 
to the articles, ‘as far as the law re- 
quired,” and a promise to use the 
Book of Common Prayer and no other. 
(Neal, 1.406.) Not choosing to trust 
to the tender mercies of the English 
hierarchy he retired to Holland, aec- 
cording to the following notice in 
Wood, 1. 497: ‘* Fenner, a noted 
Dissenter from the Church of England, 
died at Middleborough, in Zeland, in 
the winter-time, an. 1589.” 

He published various works, and 
left some MSS, which are still extant, 
one of which is in Dr. Williams’s Li- 
brary. It is a neatly written 4to vo- 


ee _ 





* The intercession of the Kentish gen- 
tlemen is related in the Archbishop’s own 
language in Strype, pp. 137, &c. A more 
particular and interesting history of this 
application is given in the “ Chronological 
Account,” &c., in Dr. Williams's Library, 
I. 332, &c. This is only one instance of 
many in which the laity have endeavoured 
to moderate the clergy, and the gentle- 
wen of England have used their influence 
(o further religious reformation. Of late, 
the country gentlemen have lost much of 
their consequence and usefulness ; partly 
from the changes in property brought 
about by the public debt and the steam- 
engine, and partly from the clergy being 
‘oO generally in the commission of the 
peace, and often forming the majority on 
the magisterial bench. 
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lume in narchment, and is entitled 
“ Sacred Theologie or Divinitie or The 
Truth which is according to Godlines, 
described accordinge to the Lawes and 
Rules of the Onelie and True Method, 
and digested (or divided) into Ten 
Bookes, bye Dudley Fenner. Philip. 
i. 9, 10." The work is dedicated 
‘*To the most noble renowned Earles, 
Knightes of the Garter, most honor- 
able Councellers of His Majesty’s 
learned Privie Councell, his most gra- 
cious Lordes, the Earle of Warwicke, 
to the Earle of Leicester, the most 
worthy Chanceller of the Universitie 
of Oxenford: Grace and Peace from 
our Lord.” Then follows ‘* The 
Epistle of Maister Cartwrighte —— 
To his most adorned and dearest bro- 
ther and colleage in the ministerye 
Mr. Dudlye Fenner.” — Cartwrighte 
addresses him ‘* Most learned Fen- 
ner.’ This epistle is dated 3 Sept. 
1583. The ‘Sacred Theologie’’ is 
a mere skeleton of divinity, in a logical 
form. Baxter had seen it, and says 
it gave no satisfaction to his reason. 
(Life and Times, Pt. IIT. p. 69.) 

His ‘* Defence of the Godlie Mi- 
nisters’”’ against Bridges will be here- 
after examined. Bliss, the editor of 
Wood, refers to ‘* an account of one 
of his canting productions in the 
British Bibliographer, (NV. 224. (Ath. 
Ox. 4to. I. 496.) He also gives the 
following information among addi- 
tions to Wood, (IV. 736,) under the 
name of John Lloyd—* eza was the 
first that turned the Canticles into 
verse. Next to him was Dudley Fen- 
ner, an old Puritan, who dedicated his 
piece to the company of merchant ad- 
venturers of Middleburgh, anno 1581, 
esteemed then a good work, but 
since accounted mean and ordinary.” 

Grey, in his Review of Neal (quoted 
by Brook, Hist. of Puritans, I. 594), 
reproaches Fenner “ on account of 
his vile Republican principles, with 
holding that it was lawful to take 
away the life of a king.” 

—<—=_-- 
Liverpool, 

Sir, March 9, 1825. 

N addition to the list of Tracts, 

mentioned in your ‘* Notices of 
American Publications,” in your last 
Number, p. 103, as having been re- 
printed in Liverpool, I beg to state 
that two others have very recently 
appeared ; namely, “ Memoirs of the 
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Rev. J. S. Buckminster, and the Rev. 
S. C. Thacher,” republished in this 
form from the memoirs prefixed to 
the sermons of the respective authors ; 
the design being to introduce to the 
better acquaintance of English Uni- 
tarians, two characters of eminent pro- 
mise and worth, destined to fill an 
untimely tomb. The other Tract is a 

Sermon ‘ On the Duties of Children,” 
hy Dr. Channing, reprinted from the 
5th American ec ition. 

The Liverpool Unitarian Tract So- 
ciety has always beea solicitous to 
avail itself of local advantages for ob- 
taining American works, aud some of 
those referred lo h ive been reprinted 
several times. The wish expressed 
therefore in the note, p. 106, that “‘a 
little fund might be formed to secure 
the publication of American tracts,” 
has in a partial degree been antici- 
pated, although it would undoubtedly 
be much for the advantage of the Uni- 
tarian public, if a press were establish- 
ed in London, from which the country 
societies might be regularly supplied 
with these and other tracts at a mode- 
rate rate. The absence of it obliges 
the local institutions to become pub- 
lishers, and this to a disadvantage, as 
two or more of them have sometimes 
been engaged at one time in printing 
editions of the same work. The dif- 
fieulty and expense of carriage of 
books and tracts is also by this mode 
Thad h increased ; 

I hope this will form a subject for 
i onsideration with the proposed ** see 
neral Unitarian Associ thon,”” the plan 
tor which appears weil calculated to 

implify and consolidate our disjointed 
institutions, at the sane time that it 
opens a prospect of effecting what has 
long been wished for, a more com- 
plete union between our Loadon and 
country brethren, 

, Before | close, I may be pardoned 
if I give as an extract, the concluding 
paragraph of a Review of Dr. Chan. 
ning’s Sermon, in a recent number of 
the “* Unitarian Miscellany,” (pub- 
lished at Baltimore,) from which it 
will appear that highly as its respected 
author stands in the estimation of his 
countrymen, they are not led away by 
the prejudices he has +o unjustly inm- 
bibed against the character and wri- 
tings of Dr. Priestley. 

‘* Here we held it our duty to re. 
mark, that we were not pleased with 


the manner in which the writer (Dr, 
Channing) speaks of Dr. Priestley. It 
is true that the merits of Unitariag 
Christianity are not indivisibly linked 
with the character of any of its advo. 
cates; but it seems to us, that if there 
is one man to whom, more than to 
any other, Unitarians can look with 
confidence, and point with pride, as 
the honest, zealous, pious, unwearied, 
distinguished champion of their prin- 
ciples, Dr. Priestley is that man. If 
the orthodox see fit to revile him, and 
speak of him as an instance of the 
injurious tendency and induence of 
Unitarianism, we can only say, that 
we wish we had many more like him, 
to be the objects of their calumny and 
misrepresentation, and of our pride. 
With regard to his speculations, we 
huld in the first place, that they were 
nade in sincerity, and with a convicts 
tion of their truth and importance; 
in the second place, that they are not 
unfavourable either to religion or mo- 
rality; in the third place, that they 
who do not approve of therm, are not 
bound to adopt them ; and lastly, that 
they who read the treatises on Matter 
and Spirit, and on Philosophical Ne- 
cessity, will generally contess, that 
though they may not be disposed to 
subscribe to them, they would find it 
no easy undertaking to answer them. 
As regards miracles, no writer has 
been more full and explicit than Dr. 
Priestley. With respect to Divine 
influence and prayer, his views do not 
ditler much, if at all, from those most 
usually held by Unitarians. See his 
discourse on the former subject, and 
the first volume of his Institutes, p- 
102. In all his inquiries, he was ready 
to give up an Opinion, as soon as he 
Was satisfied of its incorrectness. 

“ Dr. Priestley’s character was full 
of the beauty of Christianity; and, 
unless our ideas of him are altogether 
erroneous, he was so far from being 
* constitutionally deficient in mora 
euthusiasin and deep feeling,’ that he 
seemed rather to overflow with those 
qualities, which had been poured into 
his constitution in double measure. 

“In short, Dr. Priestley was 4 
cvod as he was great. In our opinion, 
he is not a man to be disclaimed. 
From a country which did not value 
him, from a government which slight 
ed and discouraged him, and from 4 
people who were not worthy of bim, 
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he turned away, and shaking the dust 
from off his feet, came to rest his 
bones in a free soil. Our country is 
honoured in proving his asylum and 
final resting place. We regard his 
memory with a fond reverence ; and 
overv time we think of his remote and 
quiet grave by the banks of the Sus- 
quehannah, we feel tempted to make 
a pilgrimage, and offer our thanks- 
vivings to heaven for the instructions 
and the life of sach a man.” 


Hf. TAYLOR. 


Since writing the foregoing, a Uni- 
tarian newspaper, the “* Christian Re- 
cister,” of 29th January last, pub- 
lished at Boston, has been put into 
my hand, which contains some edito- 
rial remarks on a late controversy in 
that city, on the opinions of Dr. Watts. 
The concluding paragraph or two, I 
think, may interest some of your 
readers, ; 

“ We have, however, in our hands, 
by the kindness of a friend, an original 
and unpublished document, which 
must convince any candid mind that 
the Doctor, if not a decided Unitarian, 
had at least himself such doubts, and 
such a readiness to defend those who 
‘loubted, as would subject any one at 
the present day to the imputation of 
downright heresy and Unitarianism. 
The document to which we refer is an 
extract from a letter written by Dr. 
+) atts, in 1724, to the Rev. Thomas 
Prince, minister of the Old South 
charch,in Boston. This extract, from 
Dr. Watts’s letter, is quoted by the 
Rev. Mr. Prince, in his own letter to 
Dr. Watts, in reply to the one from 
which he makes the extract. 

“After suitable preliminary re- 
marks, Mr. Prince says, in his letter 
to Dr. Watts, ‘I would humbly ven- 
ture to make a few observations on 
the following passages. You say you 

cannot yet assent to this position, 
that the denial of the divinity of Christ 
8 as culpable as that of God the Fa- 
ther; for it is not the equality of the 
objects can make the crime equal, 
Unless there be also an equal reve- 

‘tion of them, and an equal ease 
to come at the knowledge of them. 

ruilt arises chiefly from the propor- 
ree rl light. God the Father is known 
an Lege instances by nature and 
Gods re; which say nothing of the 

head of the Son.’ 
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“ Another passage in Mr. Prince's 
letter, in which he alludes to the opi- 
nions expressed by Dr. Watts in his 
letter to him, is to the same effect: 

* *And though you seem plainly to 
intimate,’ (savs Mr. Prince to ‘Dr. 
Watts,) ‘as if the Godhead of the 
Father were much wore fairly and 
clearly discovered in Scripture than 
that of the Son, yet, how you will 
make it appear, I am at a loss to de- 
termine,’ &e. 

*““Upon these statements,” (con- 
clude the Editors of the Christian 
Register,) ** we shall at present make 
no farther comments, but leave the 
subject to the candid reflections of all 
who feel an interest in the question,” 

ly 

Sir, 
oe correspondents have from 

time to time alluded to Mr. Irv- 
ing’s Orations for the Oracles of God, 
and, on the whole, perhaps they have 
received quite as much attention as 
they deserve. But I do not recollect 
that any writer in the Repository has 
noticed the last published voluine of 
Sermons by Dr. Chalmers ; though, 
from the specimens I have seen, I 
should think it fully equal to Mr. 
Irving’s volume: some of its faults 
are of a similar kind—with this pecu- 
liarity on Dr. Chaliners’s side, that he 
has a most unfortunate propensity to 
weaken a strong arguinent by recur- 
ring to it ever and over again, “ But,” 
says the Christian Observer, “ if it 
should happen that he sometimes says 
wifi where an Englishman would sub- 
stitute shal/, and asserts Ins Caledo- 
nian ‘ just,’ in many places where 
we should insert just nothing at all, 
and js rather too friendly to that 
ancient and respectable partnership 
‘erer and anon,’ wad occasionally 
manufactures a new word to the tacit 
injury and reproach of an unoffending 
old one; and now and then, that is, 
‘ever and anon,’ turns abeut to knock 
ont the brains of an enemy whom he 
had dispatched before, or to strengthen 
by new out-works a position already 
impregnable : so completely does he 
possess the enviable art of fixing our 
deepest attention, aud carrying us 
away with him in the progress of his 
argument, that these little delinquen- 
cies are instantly forgotten.” 

Forgotten these things might indeed 
be, not only by the Christian Observer, 
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but by all Christian readers, if these 
were Dr. Chalmers’s greatest defects ; 
but Unitarians cannot forget, that if 
all his strength and all bis genius have 
heen put forth in illustrating some of 
the noblest religious truths—these 
truths have yet been blended with er- 
rors of no trivial magnitude. The fol- 
lowing passage, in one of the sermons, 
appears to me to convey a caution 
which it is never unprofitable to apply 
to our own hearts, when, in the course 
of our Sabbath ministrations, we have 
the happiness to listen to eloquent 
and powerful preachers, whose “ praise 
is in all our churches.” 

‘All the descriptions we have of 
heaven in the Scriptures are general, 
very general. We read of the beauty 
of the heavenly crown, of the unfading 
nature of the heavenly inheritance, of 
the splendour of the heavenly city. 
And these have been seized upon by 
men of imagination, who, in the con- 
struction of their fancied paradise, 
have embellished it with every image 
of peace and bliss and loveliness : and, 
at all events, have thrown over it that 
most kindling of all conceptions, the 
maynificence of eternity. Now, such 
a picture as this has the certain effect 
of ministering delight to every glow- 
ing and susceptible imagination. And 
here \ies that deep-laid delusion, which 
we have occasionally hinted at. A 
man listens, in the first instance, to 
a pathetic and highly-wrought narra- 
tive on the vanities of time, and it 
touches him even to the tenderness of 
tears. He looks, in the second in- 
stance, to the fascinating prospect of 
another scene, rising in all the glories 
of immortality from the dark ruins of 
the tomb, st he feels within him all 
those ravishments of fancy which any 
vision of united grandeur and loveli- 
ness would inspire. Take these two 
together, and you have a man weeping 
over the transient vanities of an ever- 
shifting world, and mixing with all 
this softness, an elevation of thought 
and of prospect as he looks through 
the vista of a futurity losing itself in 
the mighty range of thousands and 
thousands of centuries. 

** And at this point the delusion 
comes in, that here is a man eho is all 
that religion would have him to be: a 
man weaned from the littleness of the 
paltry scene that is around him, soar- 
ing high above all the evanescence of 





things present, and things sensible, 
and transferring every affection of his 
soul to the durabilities of a pure an 
immortal region. It were better if 
this high state of occasional impress. 
ment on the matters of time and of 
eternity, had only the effect of impos. 
ing the falsehood on others, that the 
man who was so touched and so trans. 
ported, had, on that single account, 
the temper of a candidate for heaven. 
But the falsehood takes possessjon of 
his own heart. The man is pleased 
with his emotions and his tears: and 
the interpretation he puts upon them 
is, that they come out of a heart ail 
alive to religion, and sensibly affected 
with its charms, and its seriousness, 
and its principles. a 

“QO, my brethren, we fear it, we 
greatly fear it, that while busied with 
topics such as these, many a hearer 
may weep, or be elevated, or take 
pleasure in the touching imagery that 
is made to play around him, while the 
dust of this perishable earth is all that 
his soul cleaves to, and its cheating 
vanities are all that his heart cares 
for, or his footsteps follow after.”— 
P, 157. 

Another and more fanciful and cha- 
racteristic passage I have selected from 
the Sermon on ‘** The expulsive Power 
of a new Affection :”’ 

“ —. To do any work, in the best 
manner, you would make use of the 
fittest tools for it. And, we trust, 
that what has been said may serve 1 
some degree for the practical guidanee 
of those who would like to reach the 
great moral achievement of our text, 
but feel that the tendencies and desires 
of nature are too strong for them. 
We know of no other way by which 
to keep the love of the world out of 
the heart, than to keep in our hearts 
the love of God. * * * * Nothing 
can exceed the magnitude of the re 
quired change in a man’s character 
when bidden, as he isin the New Tes 
tament, not to love the world, nor the 
things in the world ; for this so col 
prehends every thing dear to him 1 
existence, as to be equivalent to 4 
command of self-annihilatiou. But 
the same revelation which dictates % 
mighty an obedience, places withi® 
our reach as mighty an instrument 4 
obedience. It brings, for admittance, 
to the very door of our hearts, # 
affection which, once seated on & 
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threne, will either subordinate every 
previous inmate, or bid it away. Be- 
side the world, it places before the 
eve of the mind Him who made the 
world, &c.— * * © 

Now, conceive a ian to be standing 
on the margin of this green world ; 
and that, when he looked towards it, 
he saw abundance smiling upon every 
field, and all the blessings which earth 
can afford scattered in profusion 
throughout every family; and the 
light of the sun sweetly resting upon 
all the pleasant habitations—the joys 
of human companionship brightening 
many a happy circle of society—con- 
ceive this to be the general character 
of the scene on one side of his con- 
templation, and, on the other, beyond 
the verge of the goodly planet on 
which he was situated, he could de- 
sery nothing but a dark and fathom- 
less unknown. Think you, that he 
would bid a voluntary adieu to all the 
brightness and all the beauty that 
were before him on earth, and commit 
himself to the frightful solitude away 
from it? * * * Would he not clin 
to the regions of sense and of life om 
of society ; and, shrinking away from 
the desolation that was beyond it, 
would he not be glad to keep his firm 
looting on the territory of this world, 
aud to take shelter under the silver 
canopy that was stretched over it? 

‘But if, during the time of his con- 
templation, some happy island of the 
blest had floated by: and there had 
burst upon his senses the light of its 
surpassing glories, and its sounds of 
sweeter melody; and he clearly saw 
that, there, a purer beauty rested upon 
every field, and a more heartfelt joy 
spread itself among all families ; and if 
he could discern there a peace, a piety 
and benevolence, which put em 
into every bosom, and united the 
whole society in one rejoicing sympa- 
tay with each other, and with the 
Father of them all—could he farther 
see that pain and mortality were there 
wwkuown: and, above all, that signals 
ot welcome were hung out, and an 
wenue of communication opened to 
hith,—perceive you not that what was, 
before, the wilderness, would be now 
the land of invitation: and that, now, 
wee would be the wilderness? 
ante npenpved space could not do, 
beatific tone by space teaming with 

scenes and society, And Ict 
VOL. XX. ” 1 
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the existing tendencies of the heart 
be what they may to the scene that is 
near and visibly around us, still, if 
another stood revealed to the prospect 
of man, either through the channel of 
faith or through the channel of his 
senses,—then, without violence done 
to the constitution of his moral frame, 
may he die unto the present world, 
and live to the lovelier world that lies 
in the distance away from it.’’ E. 
a 
Thoughts on Titus ii. 13. 
Bloxham, Nov. 18, 1824. 

1. @\OME persons seem to think that 

this passage of Scripture is not 
designed to teach us, that the great 
God will appear as a distinct person 
from our Lord at the last day; but 
only that our Lord will come in a very 
glorious manner, clothed with the 
power and authority of the Father. 
And in support of this they observe, 
that God is invisible, and that we never 
read in the Scriptures of the appear- 
ance of God. But I shall endeavour 
to shew that the Father will then ap- 
pear. 

2. It is granted that God, strictly 
speaking, is invisible; but it is also 
maintained, that the Shechinah, or 
cloud of glory, which appeared so of- 
ten to our first parents, to the patri- 
archs, to Moses and the prophets, was 
the symbol of the Divine presence, 
i.e. an appearance of the great God. 
Many persons have denied that this 
appearance was the symbol of the 
great God, i.e. of our heavenly Fa- 
ther; but the number of such persons, 
I hope, is daily decreasing. It is said, 
Gen. xii. 7, ‘‘ And Jehovah appeared 
unto Abram, and said,’”” &c. So Ja- 
cob said, *‘ God Almighty appeared 
to me at Luz.’”’ Gen. xlviii. 3. ** Cain 
went out from the presence of Jeho- 
vah, and dwelt in the land of Nod.” 
Gen. iv. 15. He also appeared to 
Moses iv a flame of fire in a bush, 
and said unto him, “lam the God 
of thy father, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Ja- 
cob.” Exod, iii. 6. And the law of 
Moses directed all religious worship 
to him, and him alone, who dwelt in 
the cloud of glory. 

Therefore, this appearance was the 
appearance of the Supreme Being, 
i. e. of the Father. And, therefore, 
though God is, most strictly speaking, 
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invisible, he may make such an ap- 
pearance as this at the lust day. It is 
here positively said that he appeared, 
and if he appeared, this must be an 
appearance. 

Permit me to recommend to my 
younger brethren Mr. Lowman’s very 
valuable work on the Shechinah. 

3. The glory of the lather and the 
Son have already, several times, ap- 
peared together, and therefore they 
may again. 

When our Lord was on the mount 
of transfiguration, and his raiment was 
white as the light, a bright cloud over- 
shadowed them, and a voice came out 
of the cloud which said, ‘* This is my 
beloved Son in whom 1 am well pleas- 
ed.” Matt. xvii. 1, 2. The Apostle 
Peter evidently refers to this event 
when he says, “‘ For he received from 
God the Father, honour and glory, 
when there came to him such a voice 
from the excellent glory,” (i. e. the 
Shechinah,)—‘* This is my beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased.” 2 
Peter i. 17. Again, when Stephen 
was stoned, he looked up to heaven 
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
(doubtless shining like the sun in the 
kingdom of his Father) standing at 
his right hand. Acts vii. 55. 

It is also said of the uew Jerusalem, 
“* And the glory of God did lighten it; 
aml the Lamb is the light thereof,” 
(Rev. xxi. 25,) or the lamp of it. 
Comp. Acts ix. 6, and ch. xxvi. 13. 

As, then, both of them have ap- 
peared in glorious forms together, 
they may at the last day. 

4. Certain passages of Scripture 
seem to assert that it will be so. 

It is said in Luke ix. 26, “* Of him 
shall the Son of Man be ashamed, 
when he shall come in his own glory, 
aml in his Father's, and of the holy 
angels.” Now, as the glory of the 
holy angels cannot refer to any power 
that he will receive from them, but 
vnly to the honour which their per- 
sonal presence and assistance, which 
they may afford him, will impart; so 
a8 18 most natural to understand by 
the glory of the Father, his personal 
presence then. The words in the ori- 
ginal are perfectly similar; the sense, 
therefore, is most probably the same 
tn both clauses. And if this be grant- 
ed, then who can doubt whether the 
same truth ts not also taught us, in 
Matt. xvi, 27, where it is said, that 


“the Son of Man shall come in th 
glory of his Father, with his angels”: 
And speaking of the judgment day, be 
assures us that he will confess or deny 
us before his Father then, according 
as we have confessed or denied bia 
before men here, which is in favoure 
the personal presence of God on tha 
day. See Matt. x. 52. ‘* Hereafter 
ye shall see the Son of Man sitting ou 
the right hand of power,” or of th 
Almighty Being. Matt. xxvi. 64. See 
also | ‘Tim.v.21; 2 Tim. iv. 1. These 
last passages rather suggest that the 
Father will appear at the last day. 

5. The Father hath already ap. 
peared more than once on very similar, 
though inexpressibly less important 
occasions. 

It is said in Numb. xii. 1—I0, 
** And Miriam and Aaron spake against 
Moses, because of the Ethiopian we- 
man whom he had married, &e. And 
they said, Hath Jehovah indeed spokes 
only by Moses? Hath he not spokes 
also by us? And the Lord spake sué- 
denly unto Moses and unto Aaros, 
and unto Miriam, Come out ye three 
unto the tabernacle of the congreg 
tion. And they both came forth. 
the Lord came down in the pillarol 


the cloud, and stood in the door of the | 


tabernacle, and called Aaron an Mi 
riam, and they both came forth, & 
And the anger of the Lord was kin- 
died against them; and he departel. 
And, behold, Miriam became leprous, 
white as snow,” &c. 

So when the Israclites refused @ 
go up against the Canaanites, and 
they called to one another to stove 
Moses and Aaron with stones, “ 
the glory of the Lord appeared in 
tabernacle of the congregation before 
all the children of Israel. And @ 
Lord said unto Moses, How long wil 
this people provoke me? &c, 
smite them with the pestilence, # 
disinherit them,” &c. See Num. x 
1— 12, &e. 

In like manner, when Corah an 
Dathan were collected together in ™ 
bellion against Moses and Aaron & 
the door of the tabernacle, it is 
“and the glory of the Lord ap, 
unto all the congregation, and as 


as Moses, by the command of ye q 


Almighty, had pronounced their awful 
sentence, the earth opened under the! 
feet, and they went down alive im” 
the pit.” Num. xvi. 19—30, If, the* 
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at and visible support was 
ted to Moses and Aaron in the 
execution of their office, over a hand- 
ful of men, what may not the Mes- 
siah, the only Mediator between God 
and men, the Saviour of the world, 
and Judge of the whole earth, be ho- 
noured, assisted and favoured with, at 
the last great day, during that infi- 
nitely solemn and important assize? 
And what can be more congruous 
than that He who was present, with 
his angels, in Sinai, at the giving out 
of the law, and whose words they are, 
should be again present, with his my- 
riads of angels, when so many of his 
creatures will be called to account 
concerning their obedience to those 
and others of his sacred precepts? 


Psa. 1. 1—7. 
JOSEPH JEVANS. 


such 


P. S. As to the objections that may 
be made to these things from the ab- 
sence of the Greek article in the ori- 
ginal text, it may be observed, that 
the rule is so often departed from, 
and it is so evident that two persons 
are mentioned here, that its omission 
is scarcely worth a serious thought. 
What Dr, Middleton says, at p. 93, 
may surely be applied here: ‘‘ The 
second article should, in strictness, 
have been expressed ; but in such 
cases the writer knew that it might be 
safely understood.” 

; EE 

SIR, March 7, 1825. 

OUR readers have been informed, 
through various channels, of the 
open profession of Unitarianism among 
the American Friends, and of the futile 
attempts made at Philadelphia and else- 
where to stop its progress. I am now 
able to furnish them, by your per- 
mission, with a few extracts from an 
author who was of much celebrity 
amongst thein, both in Great Britain 
and in America, who has been deceased 
nore than thirty years. Even the re- 
cords of the Yearly Meeting in Lon- 
don, and the Half-year’s Meeting of 
Friends in Ireland, where he died in 
1793, will attest the high estimation 
in which he was held as a minister in 
close unity with the body, of which 
the Meetings he was a member of, in 
New England, bore ample testimony 
soon hy his decease. 
, OF nearly all, the writings of 
our beloved friend,” Job Scott, aa 


Unitarianism of Job Scott, the Quaker. 
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the Editor of this work, in his Preface, 
*‘ were submitted to the inspection, 
but NOT TO THE DISPOSAL, Of ameet- 
ing representing the religious Society 
of Friends in New England.”’ In 1797, 
this meeting, it seems, ‘‘ promoted 
the printing of a very extensive edition 
of parts of his Journal,” and in 1801 
concluded, ‘* that the doctrinal part” 
of it “ be lodged with the Meeting’s 
papers, until way opens for its fur- 
ther disposition.” 

In 1806, some of his ‘* AJSS. were 
reported and read, with which the 
Meeting is so far satisfied as to have 
them fairly copied, with such corree- 
tions as are thervin made!” And in 
the same year, those MSS. “ were 
presented to the Meeting copied, and 
another A/S. [also] was referred’’ tou 
committee of tour Friends, ‘‘ 40 make 
such corrections of them as may appear 
necessary.” 

Finally, in 1820, these writings of 
Job Scott’s ‘ were again considered, 
and the sentiments of several Friends 
expressed thereon.” ‘The  cunse- 
quences of this reconsideration are 
thus described by the Meeting: “* Zhe 
general tenor of the pieces,” those 
now published ‘* has had the manifes- 
tation of unity—yet for want of satis- 
factory evidence that the present is a 
suitable time to authorize a further 
procedure, the subject is referred un- 
til its revival may 4e approved.” 

“* Under these discouraging cireutm- 
stances,” says the Editor, *‘ the Meet- 
ing having taken copies for its future 
use, our friend Daniel Anthony, the 
author's father-in-law, obtained the 
original MSS., from which individuals 
have since taken cupies. And as many 
Friends are desirous of possessing’ the 
work, (0 prevent mutilation, and to 
supply the demand, it has been deem- 
ed expedient to publish the original 
by means of the press.” 

Such are the claims /o authentictly 
under which the work was published, 
from which the following extracts have 
been faithfully made, not even distin- 
guishing any other words in italics, 
than such as are so printed in the 
work, which is entitled, “‘ SALVATION 
py Curist,” printed in Philadelphia, 
1824. 

‘It is as dark as Egyptian dark- 
ness,” says Job Scott, “to tlk of 
three eternal persons in the only one 
God. He is one for ever. There & no 
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train ia him; even his wisdom and 
his power are not twain in him ; for 
he is wisdom, and wholly wisdom ; 
he is power, and wholly power; and 
so of all his other attributes, as we 
call them. Indeed, the very word at- 
tribute implies that he has not these, 
as absolutely different things in him; 
but that we only afttridute them to 
him as if he had, and that because he 
is all these, rather than Aas them. If 
he had them, in actual contradistinc- 
tion one from another, we need not 
call them attributes; and in that case 
there would be, at least, a twain; yea, 
a considerable variety and composition 
in him; whereas, he is one simple 
uncompounded act or essence. 

** The everlasting Father takes upon, 
and unites unto, himself our life and 
nature ; and thus brings forth the Im- 
manuel state, God with man. Here 
the sonship commences—and_ this 
commenced long before Mary. ‘To 
us a child is born, to us a Son is 
given,’ is true in the present tense, 
and was true in every age of the world, 
without looking backwards or for- 
wards. ‘Thou art my beloved Son, 
this day have | begotten thee,’ is also 
ever true in the present tense, when- 
ever the new birth takes place in man ; 
and because all the divine life and 
authority of this only begotten, (for 
he is one in all,) both in that prepared 
body, and in all his joint-heirs and 
brethren, is the eternal life and power 
of the ‘ Everlasting Father’ that be- 
getteth him; therefore the very text 
that calleth him a child born and a 
son given, declares his name to be 
‘the Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace.’ ; 

“ His name is his /ife and power ; 
‘the name of the Lord is a strong 
tower,’—" thy name is as ointment 
poured forth,’ and many other pas- 
sages of Scripture shew his name to 
be just what he is. And, therefore, 
as all the divine life, power, virtue and 
authority of the Son, is the divine life, 
power, virtue and authority of the Fa- 
ther, conferred upon, active in, and 
actuating the begotten, he receives 
the name ‘ Everlasting Father.’ Thus 
he and the Father are one: and vet 
Christ truly says, ‘ My Father is 
greater than |.’ This, as a Son, he 
may say wherever he is brought forth; 
as 4 Son, this must have been the case 
m that body; as a Son, he must be 


dependent upon the Father ; hence be 
declares, ‘IT can do nothing without 
my Father? ‘ My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work.’ 

‘It is not possible for the Father to 
beget, or put forth a being that can 
work good independently of himself, 
for then there would be ¢:ro good, or, 
which is the same thing, feo Gods. 
Hence, when one called Christ ‘ good 
Master,’ he refused to accept the title, 
as applied to himself, independently of 
the one only real goodness, the good. 
ness of God; and makes this return, 
‘Why callest thou me good? There is 
none good but one, that is God. 
This must hold good for ever ; for the 
moment any other independent source 
of real goodness is admitted, another 
God is that moment admitted, or good 
is admitted, which the one God is not 
the source and author of ; hence, as 4 
Son, Christ was, and is, as absolutely 
and entirely dependent upon the Fé- 
ther as any of us. 

‘« Indeed, were he not so, he could 
not be like us in all things, sin ex 
cepted : as we can do no good thing 
merely of ourselves, so he, if like us 
in all things but sin, can do no good 
thing of himself, merely and indepen- 
dently. Hence he could not do many 
mighty works in some places, because 
of the people's unbelief; the Father, 
by his eternal power, not making way 
there, for the visible display of the 
glory and power of the Sonship. 

** Nor was this total dependency c00- 
fined wholly to power; it was as re 
in regard to wisdom and knowledge; 
and so certainly as we have no real 
wisdom and knowledge, but what we 
have received, so certainly was the 
case the same with the blessed Jesus. 
Hence, he himself speaks of a day oF 
hour which no man nor angel, "ay, 
nor even the Son himself, but the Fe 
ther on/y knoweth. 

** Some may think this is very strange 
—but it must be so, if he is, — 
sin, like us in all things; and if } 
were not in all things else like us, his 
triumph and victory over all the po 
ers of death and darkness, could no 
assure us of the possibility and ceh 
tainty, upon our standing faithful, 
our victoriously triumphing in li 
manner. Has he not fairly, in the 
open field of battle, bid defiance ™ 
foiled, conquered and overcome 
the art, power end policy of the gr 












adversary of souls? Yea, verily, he 
has. But in what capacity has he 
done this? And can we do it too? 

“For if he has doneit in some very 
different capacity from ours, either by 
having less temptation to encounter, 
or weapons of warfare to maintain the 
combat with which we have not, what 
assurance can Ais conquest give us that 
we may conquer too? But, verily, he 
has made this conquest in our capa- 
city—in every respect in our capacity 
except sin: and, therefore, as the 
arms in which he conquered are ours, 
and as we certainly may, if we will 
but avail ourselves of the force and 
omnipotency thereof, conquer all the 
arts and powers of hell, even though 
we have heen in degree weakened and 
disheartened by sin. What Christ 
said to his followers is strictly true: 
‘The works that I do shall ye do 
also; and greater works than these 
shall ye do.” One greater thing, at 
least, we all may do if we will; we 
may all conquer Satan, and know his 
head entirely bruised; know him bound 
and cast out, and all his goods de- 
stroyed, even after we have been en- 
slaved by him, and by means of which 
slavery we may have the force and 
power of vicious habits in ourselves to 
conquer. 

“This is a victory indeed—and such 
an one as the blessed Jesus never 
could experience in his individual con- 
quest, in that prepared and sinless 
body. For though I doubt not his 
msing superior, in that conquest, to 
all the powers of hell, evil habits, and 
all other evil; yet, as he had no evil 
habits in himself to conquer, so he left 
the door open for his brethren, his 
joint-heirs and companions in the holy 
warfare, to do that greater work, and 
conquer all the additional force of sin- 
ful habits in themselves. He had all 
on ae and combined forces of 
- aoe and assault to combat, that 
with state could possibly be tried 

rith; and, thus being tempted, he 
a how to Succour those that are 
at and is for ever a merciful 
faithful High Priest and Interces- 

Sor. "—Pp. 28—31. 
_ twill not trespass too much upon 
pages, I would adduce one other 
20 long — this work, which after 
from ‘the merge has escaped 
= urch censorship which 
“Sms to have contemplated subject- 





























































Unitarianisin of Job Scott, the Quaker. 14] 


ing it to correction and mutilation. 
Whatever may be its defects, it has 
happily escaped both, which is more 
than can be said of the author’s Jour- 
nal, published soon after his decease. 

“ Thanksgiving, and glory, and ho- 
nour, and power, be ascribed to Israel’s 
holy and omnipotent Guide, Governor 
and Preserver! ‘There is no enchant- 
ment against Jacob, nor divination 
against Israel,’ so long as Israel’s 
abiding is in the true tent and tower 
of safety, the name and strength of 
the Lord. Therefore, let the call 
or alarm be sounded throughout all 
the camps of Israel, ‘ To thy tent, O 
Israel! ‘To thy tent, O Israel!’ The 
Lord! the Lord strong and mighty ; 
the name, the life, the power of the 
living God, the mighty God of Jacob, 
is thy alone tent and tower of safety. 

**Q Israel, abide here, and thou art 
safe for ever! Thy place of defence 
is then in the ‘ munition of rocks ;° 
* bread shall be given thee, thy waters 
shall be sure.’ For though thou art 
still but ‘ worm, Jacob,’ in thyself, 
and hast no independent might nor 
ability, yet the strength of Omnipo- 
tence is infallibly engaged on thy side: 
and so long as thou trustest in the 
Lord with all thy heart, not leaning 
to thy own understanding, but faith. 
fully and valiantly maintaining the 
fight in the name of the Lord, he 
‘will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee.’ 

‘‘In the fire and in the water he 
will still be with thee, that neither the 
floods nor the flames shall prevail 
against thee. He will hold thee, yea, 
hide thee, too, in the hollow of his holy 
hand; and even as the very ‘ apple of 
his eye’ he will Aeep thee. 

«This thou mayest with undoubted 
confidence rely upon; for it never has, 
nor ever will fail to those who rightly 
trust in the living God; and depend 
on the all-sufficiency of that aid and 
armour wherewith he inwardly and 
powerfully equips, arms and defends 
all his children. So that down to this 
day it remains a reviving and soul-con- 
solating truth, that ‘ none ever trusted 
in the Lord, and were confounded.’ 

‘But now to return,” says Job 
Scott, ‘‘to the subject of the absolute 
dependence of the Son upon the Fa- 
ther. Some may think it very strange 
that I dare assert he is as dependent 
for wisdom, power, and refreshment 
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of soul, as any of us; for they have 
been taught that the Son was the Son 
from all eternity ; begotten, and yet, 
as begotten, as old as the Father; and 
that as the Son, and begotten, he was 
very God! <A darker doctrine than 
which I do not remember to have met 
with in Heathen mythology ! 

“God was from eternity one ; and 
no more @rrain than an wait, or than 
un indivisible particle; and viewing 
him thus, without any regard to his 
works, he liveth and reigneth properly 
God. Exerting himself in creation, 
putting forth his power, speaking the 
word, * Let there be light,’ &c., he 
receives properly the appellation of 
the Word, 

** And whether he had ever begotten 
any offspring or not, he was poten- 
tially the ‘ Everlasting Father,’ as 
having the power of begetting ; and 
thus commencing actual Father when- 
ever he pleased ; but actual Father he 
never was nor could be tll he had 
begotten an offspring ; and whenever 
he had done this, both the actual 
state of Fatherhood and Sonship com- 
menced, as when he actually created, 
he commenced actual Creator, and 
when he actually redeemed any one 
from bondage, he commenced actual 
Redeemer. 

“Some may say, this represents 
him as beginning to be something, 
which he was not before. But it only 
represents him exerting his eternal 
powers and capacities, when and just 
as he pleaseth. What right have we 
to conclude he must from a'l eternity 
have been actually begetting, creating, 
redeeming, Ac.? Will it not suflice 
us that he ever had the power and 
capacity to exert himself in any or 
all these ways, or in any other way, 
just when he pleased? 

** Do we impute change or variation 
to him, or argue that he is not just 
that in himself at one time as at 
another, unless we admit he is from 
all eternity exerting himself in the 
actual creation of this terraqueous 
globe on which we dwell? Or in the 
turmation of the first man, Adam ? 
In directing Noah how to build the 
ark; or in deluging the world with a 
general overflow of water? 

"i he not 


breach s: Is 


the great healer of 
ne not the Father of the 
latherless and husband of the wi low ? 


les 
j Nie u d hi ever be the actual hie aler 


Original Letters from and to Richard Baxter. 


of breaches before any breaches wer 
made? Could he be an actual Fathe 
to the fatherless or husband to th 
widow before the fatherless or widow 
existed? Is he not a ‘ rich rewarder 
of all who diligently seek him’? Bu 
could he be their actual rewarder be. 
fore ever they sought him or were in 
existence? And could he any mor 
be an actual Father, Creator or Re 
deemer, before ever he actually begat, 
created or redeemed? Or could a son 
be begotten and have no mother? 

** The production of man on the 
earth was a work of creation; and 
would it have been any thing different 
from creation, had the Almighty pro. 
duced the man Christ Jesus without 
the medium of a mother? Or if Chiist 
had existed as God and man co-eternal 
with the Father, how could he have 
been begotten? Or how can a Son 
be begotten, if, as @ son, he existed, 
co-eternal with the Father ?””—Pp. 3 
mali, 

Should you deem the foregoing ex- 
tracts suitable for insertion in your 
Journal, it may encourage me to send 
you some from another tract of the 
same author's. 

THOMAS FOSTER. 
— a 
Original Letters from and to Richard 

Baxter. (From the Baxter MSS. 

in Dr. Williams’s Library.) 


From Major Beake to Baxter. 


(This letter is indorsed in Baxter's 
hand-writing, Major Beak’s Letter for 
credance to Mr. Sharpe, then agem 
Sor the Kirk, but now Archbishop ¥ 
St. Andrew's. Of the writer we know 
no more than we find in Baxter’s Life 
and Times, as follows: “ When Olivet 
Cromwell was dead, and his son a 
most as soon pulled down as set Up 
(or upon their tumults voluntarily re 
signed their places,) the Anabapts® 
grew insolent in England and Ireland; 
and joining with their brethren in the 
army were every where put in power; 
and those of them, that before li 
in some seeming friendliness near me 
at Bewdley, began now to shew 
they remembered all their former pr& 
vocations (by my public dispatanod 
with Mr. Tombes, and writing agains 
them, and hindering their increase ® 
those parts). And though they we 
not much above twenty, (men and 
wore near us,) they talked as if the? 
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had been lords of the world. And 
when Sir Henry Vane was in power, 
and forming his draught of a (not 
Free but) Fanatic Commonwealth, and 
Sir George Booth’s rising was near, 
and the looked-for opposition, they 
laid wait upon the road for my letters, 
and, intercepting one written to Major 
Beahe, of Coventry, they sent it up 
to Sir Henry Vane to London ; who 
found it so warily written, though 
himself was mentioned in it, that he 
could have nothing against it; yet 
sent he for Major Beake to London, 
aml put him to answer to it at the 
Committee, where by examination 
they sought to have made something 
of it; but after many threatenings 
they dismissed him: this was the 
Anabaptists’ fidelity.”"—Pp. 206, 207. 

Sharp, whom this letter introduces 
to Baxter, was the agent of the Pres- 
byterians of Scotland in the Court of 
Cromwell, He obtained and kept this 
post by professing horror of Episco- 
pacy. He was probably sincere in the 
beginning; but he was soon corrupted, 
and his after story is easily summed 
up. For betraying his trust, while 
appealing solemnly to God to witness 
his Presbyterian zeal, and helping to 
bring in Episcopacy, he is made Arch- 
bishop of St. Andrew’s; then turns 
persecutor and is relentless; and is 
finally put to death by a band of Co- 
venanters, (See Burnet’s Life and 
limes, 8vo, I. 88, 126, &c.)] 


Rey. Sir, 


|] AVEING had noe convenience 
of seeing or heareing of you for 
some tyme, I was the more coveteous 
to Moproove this conveyance y* yon 
might heare from mee, and to give 
you assurance y* you are frequent in 
iny thoughts and hearte as an occasion 
of rejoicing before the Lord; espe- 
cially considering the indefatigablenes 
of your labours and the greatnes of 
your travell for the peace & unity of 
the churches of Christ. As God ‘has 
given you the vantage-grownde of 
most of your brethren to foresee the 
woeful effects & sad consequences of 
divisions & breaches in the church, 
ee among the ministers & guides 
the ~ » 80 has he marvelously inclined 
= mie of many (& I believe through 
Ogency of your arguments) to 
“sreement in knowne dutys & common 
Principles in order to union, in somuch 
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that from the late combinations & as- 
sociations In many counties of this 
nation we may hopefully expect yett 
a good day, & that these wholsom 
passages of God’s providence are but 
preparatory to the further growth of 
the peace & tranquillity of the church, 

Bat alas for the day wherein men- 
cion is made of the broken and de- 
vided state of the Church of Scotland, 
the sunn of its peace is gone many 
degrees backwards. God has suffered 
them to be broken in theire civill pol- 
licy, and now some among them would 
suapp in sunder the bonds of their 
ecclesiastical pollicy and with greatest 
vigor prosecute the overthrow of all 
that is regular among them, & that 
which yett is most to be admired att, 
these kinde of levellers give out they 
are Presbyterians & have noe thoughts 
to swerve from Presbyteriall princi- 
pies. In the meane tyme, theire ap- 
plication here is to such & such onely 
who would never befriend any class or 
tribe of men but such as past the 
bounds of independency, even Ana- 
baptists and Sth Monarchists, and 
from these they find such countenance 
that they cannot but gratifie them 
with a conversion to theire———* 

This tyme I forgett to whom I write ; 
certuinely had these things bin trans- 
ucted in the darke, your sagacity would 
have found them out, but they have 
bin published on the house topp, yea 
Gath and Askelon say, aha! soe we 
would have it. The late progress & 
the present posture of this affaire will 
be stated to you by the Reverend Mr. 
Sharpe, the bearer hereof: he was de- 
legated by the Church of Scotland to 
manage buisenes heere, where he has 
continued above a yeare. His charge 
bespeakes his worth and piety, & his 
praise is through all the churches, the 
care whereof he has bore in the midst 
of great opposition, & God has hither- 
to given him success & prospered the 
worke in his hands. Your name, Sir, 
has ingaged him to this journey, & 
you will soon be convinced the high 
esteeme he had of you was the onely 
motive to it. Noe doubt you have 
hearde of him, if not by this tyme I 
question not but you'll owne him 
without credentialls, & yet, I believe, 

ou will have a character of him from 
better hands. I cannot so much as 


* Paper torn, 
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t ashe your pardon for the liberty J filled the land with the report that! |) reli 
rie | have taken to trouble you; I know was writing against thein lor confor. a fult 
a? ee vou love & values things that come mity; hereupon the bishops them. 7 bui 
4 4 irom the heart; I hope these ure selves believed it, that the love ¢@ ~~ Sto 
' such. That vou may long live to Kiderminster would make me con. 7 rea 
rae dl build in the temple is the earnest form: and they concurred in vendixg pre 
. \ prayer of the report, insomuch that one certainly ’ five 
Your hearty friend & servant, told me, that he came there from 4 | wo 
" | ROB. BEAKE, worthy minister, to whom the Arch pro 
: Whitehall. \Gth Oct. 657. bishop of York {Sterne} spake these ran 
, , words: ‘ Take it on my word, Mr. nel 
; Iam for the tyme at London; if l paxter doth conform, and is gone to tho 
| ean serve you in any thing T pray pis beloved Kiderminster.’ And 9 pra 

: command mee. both parties concurred in the false re. 

4 — _ > parcad tf an 

Tiro Letters from John Rarwlet to TA al one only raised K. PB, | 
Richard Baxter. “At this time, as is said, the old kin 
wat (The name of Rawlet is new to us, reading Vicar dying, it was cast on me anc 
} but these letters are not uninteresting to chuse the next: but the religiow ~~ —ace 
. as they discover the temper of the people, who were the main body of (7 fan 
i Hut times and the disposition of such men the town and parish, would not 9 7 Ic 
: as Wilkins, the Bishop of Chester re- much as chuse a man, when they ay 
‘ : ferred to, and Dr. Tillotson, after- might have had their choice ; no, nor ver 
‘ + wards the Archbishop. The following so much as write or send one word te hit! 
hf extracts from Baxter's Life and Times one about it, lest they should seemt? | tun 
; will explain more fully the passages consent to his conformity, or to be By ap} 
in these letters relating to Baxter’s obliged to him in his office. Where © ten 
rumoured conformity (his nonconfor- upon I also refused to meddle in th are 
: mity is still matter of wonder); tothe choice, and the rather because som me 
. state of things at Kidderminster, where of the malignant slanderous prelatiss (> the 
‘. it appears, from Baxter’s own state- whowrite of me, as Durel, L’Estrang, 7) gio 
; ment, the most religious people were and many others have done, woulda Hy pe 
f - / dissatished with his seeming to play likelihood have said, that I contracted rs. val 
; fast and loose with the then perse- for some commodity to myself; af Fy 1m 
5 | euting Church of England (Pt. TIL. pp. because Mr. Foley, the patron, wast 7) yo 
\ 70 and 74); and to the character of truly honest religious man, who, | 7 tal 
Mali Mr. Foley. } knew, would make tbe best choice lt | on 
ie At the same time, there fell out a could.”—Pt. II. p. 73. oy 
" case which tended to promote the ca- “On this occasion I will mention rh 
Ye lumny,”’ of his taking part with the the great mercy of God to that tow® Fan 
(* encimes of godliness and countenan- and country in the raising of one maa, 7 ch 
f : cing church-tyranny. “The old read- Mr. Thomas Foley, who, from almost | wh 
t. 1 ing vicar of hKiderminster died, about nothing, did get about five tho i+ 
a. 4 the day of the date of the Act against pound per annum or more, by ito ~~ ret 
, Conventicles. Sir Ralph Clare, his works, and that with so just and blame : 
> | . friend and my applauder but remover, less dealing, that all men that ever he 7 ha 
; being dead a little before, the old pa- had to do with, that ever I heard a, oe o 
tron, Col Jno. Bridges, sold the pa- magnified his great integrity and he ey a 
tronage to Mr. Thomas Foley, with a nesty, which was questioned by non: 
) condition that he should present me aud being a religious, faithful ma 7 * 
| next, if I were capable; which he he purchased among other lands, the th 
. promised, as also that he would pre- patronage of several great places, 8 a 
5. ‘ sent no other but by my consent. among the rest of Stourbridge la 
r iJ Rosuge sk wre so much before to Kiderminster, and so chose the bes - 
Phas leat ‘ued in that place, and had conformable ministers to them 
ae a to preach there but asacurate, could be got: and not only 80, B 
) ais un ut the reading vicar, when / re- placed his eldest son’s habitation | 
iz Sused w bishoprick, and the vicarage Aiderminster, which became 4 = 
| a was now come to be worth £200 per protection and blessing for the tow at 
annum, and this falling void at the aving placed two families more L 


same time when the Independents had where of his two other sons, all thr 
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religious, worthy men. And in thank- 
fulness to God for his mercies to him, 
built a well-founded hospital near 
Stourbridge, to teach poor children to 
read and write, and then set them ap- 
prentices, and endowed it with about 
five hundred pounds per annum. Such 
worthy persous, and such strange 
prosperity and holy use of it, are so 
rare, and the interest of my poor 
neighbours in it so great, that I 
thought meet to mention it, to God’s 
praise and his” Pt. IL. p. 93. 


REVEREND Sir, 

I have too great assurance of your 
kindness for me to doubt y" accept- 
ance of a letter which comes to give 
account cf my affairs since I left our 
family. “Tis now about a month since 
I cawe to Wigan, where I have found 
a great people, and generally, I fear, 
very great strangers to religion, though 
hitherto (so far as I have had oppor- 
tunity of converse with them) they 
appear to be of a loving, courteous 
temper, nor do J perceive that they 
are any of them prejudiced against 
me or my ministry. Some I find 
there are that have a name for reli- 
gion, though fewer than would be ex- 
pected in so large a parish: the pre- 
vailing temper is I think ditferent from 
most trading towns, which what it is 
vou know well enough. At present I 
table in a good honest family, with 
one Mr. Herle, son to him who was 
some tine prolocutor of the assembly. 
Phe revenue I have is bare £60 per 
annum; for all the church dues from 
christenings, &c., I give to a reader, 
who thereby gives me an ease which 
is more worth. I have indeed by my 
removal from Holiot and Dunton lost 
£20 per annum, and my diet: but 1 
have this good recompence, that I 
commonly preach to near twenty times 
80 many peuple as I then did, upon 
Which account I am very well con- 
tented, yea, and shall be much more 
than contented if my God will give 
me but to see sume good fruit of iny 
labours amongst thew, to which great 
aud blessed end I do earnestly beg, 
and indeed do promise myself, a par- 
Weular interest in yr prayers. The 

ishop came the last week hither, (his 
constunt residence being at Chester,) 
— Dr. Tillotson was with him, who 

pected buck to preach here next 
rd’s-day, being now with his frieuds 
VOL. XX, uv 
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in Yorkshire. The last day I preacht 
before my Lord, which was the first 
time he heard me. There is some 
talk and some probability of his being 
removed to Worcester, for yet I hear 
’tis not disposed of, and then ’tis 
likely I may remove with him into 
that diocese. Dr. Tillotson was, be- 
tween jest and earnest, wishing me to 
Kiderminster, which he heard was 
now vacant, and you the patron, hav- 
ing himself wrote to you, as he said, 
in behalf of Dr. Worthington. At pre- 
sent, I thank God I am very well sa- 
tisfied where | am, and for the future, 
without any solicitousness, I desire to 
be entirely resigned to that will and 
providence by which I must be go- 
verned, and the wisdom and merey 
whereof I have so largely and fre- 
quently experienced. We have had 
many stories of your conformity and 
preferments, Dean of Rochester, Par- 
son of St. Martin’s, and I know not 
what. A knight in our parish shewed 
me a letter from London very confi- 
dently reporting it, but we soon heard 
it confuted. I should be extremely 
glad to receive one line or two from 
you at some spare minute; you may 
at any time send by the post, directing 
your letter only to me, minister of 
Wigan ; or if you please to send to my 
bookseller, Mr. Sim, at Swithin’s Al- 
ley, near the Old Exchange, he can 
send it away. I find that sober men 
about us, both Conformists and Non- 
conformists, (for of both we have some 
such,) are very well pleased with your 
last treatise, which I have sent for, but 
not yet seen, and do heartily pray 
God that both this and all your other 
pious endeavours may be blest to those 
ends for which they are intended, and 
that he will yet long preserve you ina 
capacity of being thus serviceable to 
his church. Pray, Sir, present my 
service to Mrs. Baxter, and do me 
the favour to acquaint me where you 
are and how you enjoy your health. 
Pardon, 1 entreat you, this interrup- 
tion I give to your studies. The many 
instances I have had of your kind re- 
mewmbrance of me ever since I had the 
happiness of being known to you, 
makes me hope that in your prayers 
you will not forget him who lies under 
so great engagements to be, Sir, as 


rfectly yours as I may 
pense) YO JOHN RAWLET. 


—_——_—_ 
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Wigan, July 26, —70. 
REVEREND Sik, 

It is I think as impossible for me to 
expresse the sense I have of your con- 
tinued kinduesse as it is to deserve it: 
nor doe I know what other account to 
give of your great readinesse upon all 
occasions to manifest it, but that good 
men, the more conformable they are 
to the blessed God, the more delight, 
like him, doe they take in doing good. 
My unfeigned thauks I retura you for 
your letter and for all the discoveries 
of your friendship therein. As to 
the businesse of Kederm., I had some 
account of it frow Mr. Ifoley’s chap- 
lain who came to visit his friends that 
live not farre from Wigan, who told 
me that Mr. Hieron was or was like 
to bee chose Vicar, and made to mee 
the proposall of the Lecturer’s place, 
like to bee worth 60 |b. per annum, 
with my diet in Mr. Ffoley, my very 
good ftriend’s family, who himself 
would, as Mr. Eccleston said, have 
sent to mee, but knew not where | 
was: for it was weer chaunce that hee 
met with mee here, coming in expec- 
tation to hear the Bishop: other ar- 
guments also hee urged, as. my very 
great likelyhood of succeeding in the 
place, the present Vicar being an an- 
cient and infirm man, &c.: to all 
which my answer was, that very will- 
ingly I should comply with this offer, 
if our Bishop was translated to that 
diocese. Since then, the last week I 
accompanied Dr. Tillotson on his way 
to London as farre as to Kederin., 
where I hopt to have found Mr. Ffo- 
ley and had some discourse with him ; 
but when I came, both hee and his 
lady were out of town, and there was 
no other person there that I knew, so 
that | onely left a letter of the same 
impport with my answer to Mr. Eccle- 
stan. Our Bishop is now gane to the 
Wells near Banbury: whether hee 
will bee removed or not is very uncer- 
tain; if not, I cannot I fear, with his 
good liking, leave Wigan. He pro- 
fesseth much kindnesse for mee, and 
that hee shall bee ready to shew it 
when it lies in his power; and though 
I believe him sincere in these profes- 
sions, yet I have no dependance upon 
them, onely I am unwilling to dis. 
ove him ar doe any thing that looks 

ike ingratitude. Otherwise, was | 
guided purely by my own inclination 
I should forthwith goe to Kedermin. 





ster. It hath indeed pleased God i 
some good measure to give mee ap jp. 
terest in the affections of the people] 
am with, and therefore I think it very 
reasonable to stay somewhile and se 
to what good purpose this may, by 
God’s blessing, be improved, ‘their 
necessities being as great as most | 
have com'n amongst. But how long 
this consideration will engage my stay 
with them I cannot say, there being 
some inconveniencies of severall sorts 
which I here grapple with, and ig 
many other places should be free 
from. I have some thoughts withia 
this fortnight or three weeks to takea 
second journey to Kederm., it being 
but two little daies journey from wu 
In my way thence, I cald of Mr. @ 
sill, at Sheffnall, who with his family 
were all well, but him I found tha 
night at Shrewsbury attending at the 
sizes, and have promised him a mor 
solemn visit; I there saw my good 
old friend Mrs. Hunt also. The onely 
news these parts afford is, that three 
or four Nonconformists are lately 


com’n in, overcom’n partly by the | 
candour, partly by the arguments of 
our Bishop. The onely person of note | 


is Mr. Tilsley, who, whether hee had 
any favour shewd him in his subscrip- 


tions or not I cannot tell: his license! os 
saw, which ran thus, Sudscriptis prs ~~ 


omnibus de jure subscribendis. Ast 


I confesse the Bishop is engaged @ © 


great caution : for some of our high 


flown gentry are full of prejudiee es 


against him, and would, I doubt, be 
glad of an opportunity of venting theit 
spleen. I have had much discourse 
both with the Bishop and Dr. Tillot 
son about conformity, the particulars 
I'le not trouble you with, onely as 
that place, Endeavour any alterations, 
&c.: they are both very earnest for 
it, that it may, without any violence 
to the words or any evacuating the ead 
of the law, bee interpreted, Such & 
deavours as tend to disturb the peac? 
of Church or State ; and this particular 
the Bishop told mee Mr. Tilsly did 
not so much as scruple. It would bee 
too tedious to tell you my objection 
and their answers; but if this might 
indeed bee fairly so interpreted, 00? 
of my greatest objections against sul 
scribing were removed. This | ™ 
member the Bishop. added in his di 
course with me, that as. to all pes 
able endeavours, after such alteratios 
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as might tend to the interest of reli- 
ion, hee lookt on himself so little 
disobliged from them by any subscrip- 
tion or declaration, that he both al- 
ready had, and should still use them 
as hee had opportunity. But pardon 
this tediousnesse, and bee pleased to 
resent my service to Mrs. Baxter. 
f at your leasure you shall favour 
mee with a line or two, I shall bee 
exceeding thankfull and glad. And, 
especially, 1 beg a daily remembrance 
in your praiers of him whom you have 
so many waies obliged to bee, 
Sir, 
As entirely yours as J oe may, 
O. RAWLET. 
These 
For the Reverend my ever 
Honoured friend, Mr. Rich. Baxter : 
with care and speed. 





Two Letters of Baxter on his Con- 
viction for his Paraphrase. 


|. Letter to some Prelate or Peer 
unknown, probably the former, 


{This and the following letter may 
surprise such readers as have been 
accustomed to regard Baxter as a 
Dissenter. His Life by himself shews 
that he was not only an advocate for 
an Established Church, but an eager 
conformist to the Church of England. 
His nonconformity was only ia the 
character of a minister. In his poli- 
tical ee he was a friend to mo- 
narchy, and almost to the principles of 
pinion obedience and non-resistance. 
le retracted after the Restoration 
some things which he had published 
in earlier life, savouring of liberty, and 
unworthily, we think, expunged from 
the later editions of the Saints’ Rest 
the names of Brook, Pym and Hamp- 
den, which he had at first inserted in 
® catalogue of eminent saints gone to 
heaven. The introductory sentence 
of this letter refers to the alleged con- 
spiracy for which Russell and Sidney 
their lives, and we grieve to find 

ter not only a believer in the 

e against these noble patriots, 
but also, by implication, ap approver 
of their condemnation. Baxter was 
® proverbially honest, but a credulous 
— but atter every deduction that 
i be made from his virtues, there 
a be enough in his character to 
Me admiration ; and his moderation 
* thedlogian in an age of fierce 
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extremes will always secure him a 
distinguished place amongst the bene- 
factors to the Christian Church. ] 


My Lorp, 


Since I have read the account of the 
conspiracy, (the truth of which I never 
doubted of, since I first heard the evi- 
dence,’ I am now sensible that it is 
my duty to do my best to confute the 
unjust suspicions and accusations that 
I am a promoter of sedition and such 
mischievous designs ; for which end it 
is not evidence that I want, (though J 
justifie not my faults,) but meanes of 
notification, The false accusations of 
fame and libeilers are believed by 
many that know me not, nor will read 
my just vindication. Hearing that you 
have allready condescended to speak 
for ine, I humbly beseech you to re- 
ceive these writings ; and if you have 
not leisure to read the whole, at least 
to peruse the summe, (omitting the 
long citations,) and, as ‘te find cause, 
to tell the Lord Chiefe Justice and my 
Diocesane, the L*. B®. of London, 
your judgment of my case. The true 
breviate of it is this—Ist, I had never 
hated sedition, rebellion and warre 
the tenth part so much as I do, if J 
had not seen the effects of it and of 
the separating disease that formerly 
promoted it. This I declared more 
openly than others 15 yeares before 
the King’s restoration, 2d. To pre- 
vent the divisions and passions which 
cause such mischievous effects, I la 
boured with all my zeale and might, 
in 1660 and 1661, by the King’s call 
and commission, to have procured at 
least such sipall abatements, without 
which I was sure that ejections, silen- 
cings, imprisouments, and the conse- 
quent exasperations and sad divisions, 
could not be prevented; seeing men 
that are hurt will feele. And the 
King must have more subjects than 
those that can patiently be undone, or 
those that know all indifferent things 
required to be indifferent, and all dark 
promising and poe words to be 
lawfull. 3d. When I could not attaine 
what I endeavoured, I earnestly bent 
my mind and labour by example, 
word and writing, to draw men to a 
submission to the Government, and a 
thankfull and peaceable communion 
with the Church, as having yet sound 
doctrine, and better preaching dad 
worship than alntost eny churches in 
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the world; and to dissuade all from 
murinuring, censoriousnes and sepa- 
ration ; for which, by the separating 
arty, | have by word and many writ- 
ings been reproached. Love and con- 
cord was my study; when I could not 
have them as extensive as I desired, | 
laboured to obtain as much of them 
as I could, by drawing all men to 
veaceable communion with the Church. 
fe that will never live peaceably tll 
he have all that is desirable, must for- 
sake the earth. My request to you 
to communicate your sense of my 
case to the Lord Chiefe Justice and 
my Diocesane, (to whom I presume 
not to expect access and audience,) is 
not any more to deprecate punish- 
ment. The constancy of paine, and 
the sentence of wellcome death, put 
me past the fear of man: and if God 
will turne a death for my sin into a 
death by imprisonment for my faithful 
serving bim, and that at 70 years of 
age, when I am past serving him ac- 
tively any more, what greater mercy 
could LT expect on earth? But, 1° I 
am bound to disown the scandal of 
drawing men into schism and sedition 
when the cure of them hath been the 
study of my life. 2° I would not 
have men tempted to censure the 
Church by thinking they are implaca- 
ble enemies to suchas I, and must live 
by such sacrifices, and so to encrease 
men’s alienation who, abroad and 
at home, overvalue me and my writ- 
ings 3. And | would not he a pre- 
cedent to subject all the clergy *s books 
and sermons, and consequently their 
lives and liberties, to the arbitrary 
power of any illiterate jury that hath 
but ignorance or prejudice enough to 
misunderstand them, by whom per- 
haps they need to be catechised. Sir, 
I have done my duty; I leave the 
rest to you and my other superiors , 
remaining, how weak soever, your 
fellow-servant, who hath no master 
above God, and no hope above his 
love and reward, 


RICHARD BAXTER. 

Jwae 23, 1685. 
2. Letter to Compton, B shop of 
Lendon, j, : Dies ‘san ' 

My Lorp,. 

Being by Epis: opal Ordination vow 
ed to the sacred ministry, and bound 
; , , . S 
mut to Cesert it, when by painful dis- 


eases and debility I waited for m © 
change, I durst not spend my last days 
in idleness, and knew not how better 
to serve the Church than by writings 
Paraphrase on the New ‘Testament, 
purposely fitted to the use of the mos 
ignorant, and the reconciling of doe. 
trinal differences about texts various 
expounded. Far was it from my de 
sign to reproach the Church or draw 
men from it, having therein pleaded 
for diocesans as successors of th 
apostles over many churches; though 
I confute the overthrowing opinion 
which setteth them over but. one 
church, denying the parishes to bk 
churches. But some persons, it & 
like, offended at some other passage: 
in the book, have thought fit to say 
that I scandalized the Church of Eo 
gland; and an information being ex f 
hibited in the King’s Bench, and 1 
tryal before a common jury, on oF 
owning the book, they forthwith found 
me guilty without hearing my defence, 





\ oe 
and | have cause to expect a severe . . 
judgement, the beginning of the next 7 


term, and all this on a charge that my 
unquestionable words were meant by 
me to scandalize the Church, which 

utterly deny: if God will have me end 


a painful, weary life, by such a suffer. 


ing, I hope I shall finish my cours 
with joy; but my conscience COM 
mandeth me to value the churches 
strength and honour before my life, 
and I ought not to be silent under the 
scandal of suffering as an enemy to 
Nor would I have my sufferings 
crease men’s prejudice against it. 
have lived in its communion, and col 
formed to as much as the Act of Un 
formity obliged one in my condition: 
I have drawn multitudes into 
Church, and written to justify the 
Church and ministry against separ 
tion, when the Paraphrase was in the 
press: and my displeasing —a 
(whose eagerness and faults 1 just) 
not) have been my earnest ple 

for the healing of a divided people, 
and the strengthening of the Chur 
by love and concord on possible term 
1 owe satisfaction to you that are @ 
Diocesan, and therefore presume ¥ 
send you a copy ef the informatie 
against me, and iny answer to the p& 
ticular accusations ; humbly entrest 
ing you to spare so much time 
vour weighty business as to 
them, or to refer them to be perus™ 
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for your satisfaction. I would fain 
send with them one sheet, Gn vindi- 
cation of my accused life and loyalty, 
and of positive proofs that I meant not 
to accuse the Church of England, and 
of the danger of exposing the clergy 
to charges of thoughts and meanings 
as prejudice shall conjecture,) but for 
fear of displeasing you by length. For 
Expositions of Scripture to be thus 
tried by such juries, as often as they 
are but called seditious, is not the 
old way of managing Church differ- 
ences; and of what consequence you 
will easily judge. If your Lordship 
be satisfied that Iam no enemy to the 
Church, and that my punishment will 
not be for its interest, I hope you 
will vouchsafe to present my petition 
to his Majesty, that my appeal to the 
Church may suspend the sentence tll 
my Diocesan, or who his Majesty shall 
appoint, may hear me, and report their 
sense of the cause. By which your 
Lordship will, I doubt not, many ways 
serve the wellfare of the Church as 
well as 

Oblige your Languishing Humble 

Servant. 


EE 


Dr. Jones’s Summary of the Evidence 
of Philo being a Christian. 


DHILO was a Jew of Alexandria, 
of high rank and contemporary 
with Jesus, and he was distinguished 
not less by virtue, integrity and ho- 
nour, than by his learning, talents and 
eloquence. The following brief state- 
tent from his works will place it 
beyond all reasonable doubt, that he 
was not only a believer in Christ, but 
that he was an apoloyist of the gospe! 
and its votaries in Palestine and Egypt. 
A The fundamental principle of the 
New Testament is, that God commis- 
sioned an eminently favoured servant, 
who is called the Word of God, the 
Son of God, or the Image of God, to 
give mankind a full assurance on the 
Moportant question of a future state, 
and to teach by his precepts and ex- 
ample the necessity of repentance and 
reformation as the indispensable con- 
dition of attaining eternal happiness. 
bis fact is stated by Philo in the fol- 
lowing words : ** God, the author of 
livine virtue, determined to send his 
Pm from heaven to the earth, in 
io puon on our race, that he might 
“8 away the impurities which fill 
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this life with guilt and misery, and 
that he might thus secure to us a 
better inheritance.” Vol. II. p. 669. 

2. The spotless purity of the Son 

of God, his mediation on behalf of 
mankind, the assurance of divine for- 
giveness given through him to the 
yenitent, and the promise of eternal 
Vif. sealed by his death and resurrec- 
tion, to the virtuous, are the great 
truths which distinguish the gospel, 
and constitute its very nature and ob- 
ject as good news to the world. The 
sum and substance of the same good 
news are thus recognised and enforced 
in the following passage of Philo: *“* It 
becomes him, who devotes himself to 
the Father of the universe, to employ 
as his intercessor his own Son, who is 
most perfect in virtue, in order that 
he might obtain the forgiveness of his 
sins, and the supply of every good.” 
Vol. IL. p. 155, 

3. Jesus commissioned his apostles 
to go and reform the world. Imprae- 
ticable as this commission might ap- 
pear to human views, the preachers 
succeeded in a wonderful manner. 
Multitudes in every country, hitherto 
devoted to vice and superstition, be- 
came, under the influence of the gos- 
vel, bright examples of piety, benevo- 
hace and moral purity. Now this 
very fact is verbally asserted by Philo: 
for he speaks of a society in Palestine, 
Egypt and other parts, who engaged 
in the design of enlightening and re- 
forming the world. Such was the 
character of its members, that, accord- 
ing to him, no powers of language 
could adequately describe their wisdom 
und virtue. ‘* These men,’’ says he, 
‘* call themselves Therapeute, healers 
or worshipers, and this, with propriety, 
—cither as professing a medical art 
superior to that which is practised in 
the world: for the latter profess to 
heal only the bodies, while the former 
cure the souls of men, when seized by 
disorders, fierce and scarcely reme- 
diable ; when occupied by lusts and 
depraved indulgences, by ignorance, 
iniquity, and innumerable multitudes 
of vices and bad passions ;—or they so 
designate themselves as having learnt 
from nature and the holy Jaws of Mo- 
ses to worship that Great Reality, who 
is supreme in goodness, and who is 
one, original and uncompounded in 
essence.” Vol. II. p. 471. 

4. The amazing diffusion of the 































































“ —! 






































gospel in the course even of twenty 
years after the resurrection of the 
founder, is abundantly attested in the 
book of the Acts and the Epistles of 
Paul. About the very time in which 
the Apostle was beginning to write 
his Epistles to the several churches 
established by him, Philo was writing 
his defence of the Christians in Judea 
and in Egypt; and in this very work 
he bears the following complete testi- 
mony to the success of their doctrine: 
* This society now prev ails throughout 
the habitable globe, the members of 
it thinking it their uty to share with 
Greeks and Barbarians the consum- 
mate blessing which they theinselves 
enjoy.” 

5. Christ recommended the wild 
influence of his gospel on the hearts 
and lives of those who already pro- 
fessed it, as the means of disarming 
their enemies and spreading it to the 
world at large. Let your light so 
shine before men that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven.” 

Justin Martyr recommends Chris- 
tianity to the people of Rome for the 
same glorious influence, and thus adds, 
* After having received the Christian 
doctrine, we have abandoned the Pa- 
gan gods, and through his Son worship 
him who is the only uncreated God. 
Those of us, therefore, who before 
delighted in impurities, now rejoice 
i chastity ; those who practised the 
magical arts, now devote themselves 
to the benevolent and eternal Father ; 
those who sought to acquire wealth 
above all things, now make their pos- 
sessions in common, and give to every 
one that has need ; those who hated 
and slaughtered each other, as being 
of different tribes, now, after the ap- 
pearance of Christ, live together in 
the same communion, praying for 
their enemies, and endeavouring to 
convert those who unjustly hate them ; 
that having lived agreeably to the fair 
precepts of Christ, they may have the 
well-grounded hope of obtaining from 
(sod, the soverrign of all, the samc 
glorious reward with themeelyes.” 
Apol. 1. p. 20, ed. ‘I hirlby. Ie p. I4 
he also says, “* Christ hath admomsber 
us not to imitate the wicked, bat 
lead them by patience and ineekness 
‘rom whatever is base and evil in eon. 
duct, and we can point out many in- 
sances among a: ame who ceased 
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to be violent and immoral, being over. 
come by the sobriety of neighbour, 
or by the unexampled patience of jn. 
jared enjotsnetn, or by the tried integ. 
rity of merchants, that were Chns 
tians.”’ 

Philo, in defending those whom he 
describes as reformers of the world, 
represents then as pure and exalted 
in virtue beyond all conception. While 
he holds forth their doctrine as won. 
derfully efficacious, he does not say 
what it was, or what were its sanctions; 
but only intimates that it was grounded 
on the knowledge and worship of one 
God. This supposes that this doc. 
trine itself, being already known to 
all men, did not need to be stated or 
explained. He, however, in other 
parts of his works, bears splendid 
testimony to its happy effects as the 
means of disseminating it over the 
world. ‘Thus he writes, p. 592, or 
Vol. I. p. 647: “ The children of wis- 
dom resemble the sand; because the 
sand is uncircumscribed in number, 
and because, as the sand which lines 
the shore, repels the incursion of the 
sea, so the divine word of instruction 
does the sins of men. ‘This word, ac 
cording to the promises of God, spreads 
to every corner of the universe, and 
renders him who receives it the heir 
of all things, extending in every way 
to the East, and to the West, and to 
the North, and to the South. For it 
is written, J¢ shall expand to the set, 
to the South, to the North and to the 
East. Gen. xxviii. 14. A good mat 
is not a blessing only to himself, but 
the common benefit of all other mev, 
as he readily communicates to- 
others the advantages which he him- 
self enjoys. For as the sun is a light 
to all those who have eyes, so the de 
vinely wise are the light of all ration 
beings. For in thee, says the Scrip- 
ture, shall all the tribes of men be 
blessed. If any one, therefore, m4 
house, or a city, or a country, oF 
nation, is become enamoured of wi 
dom, those who live in that house, # 
city, or ceuntry, or nation, must lear 
from him to mend their lives. For ® 
the aromatic spiees, which, exhaling, 
spread on the breeze, fill with thé 
sweet odour those who are near; ® 
the same wanner the friends and a 
quaintances of a good man derive, 
trom the breath of virtwe which em® 
hates far and wide from his character, ® 
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perfume that adorns and enriches their 
own.” 

This passage, it must be allowed, 
does not occur in the book where he 
speaks of the physicians who went 
about healing the diseases of the mo- 
ral world, but occurs in a commen- 
tary on the promise made to Abraham, 
by way of illustrating its fulfilment ; 
and this demonstrates that the ‘‘ wis- 
dom,” of which Philo here speaks, 
means the Gospel. The dispute be- 
tween the apostles and their ene- 
mies among the Jews was not, whether 
Christianity or Judaism was true, but 
which was the true way of interpreting 
Moses and the prophets; the former 
assigning to their sacred writings a 
spiritual or metaphorical sense, the 
latter a literal sense. Thus the apos- 
tles insisted on a spiritual and not a 
temporal king in the character of the 
Messiah, and the certainty of a future 
state through his resurrection, taught 
under the veil of figures, in their lite- 
ral sense, expressive of the present 
life. This state of the dispute is thus 
implied in the following words of 
Philo: “The interpretation of the 
Sacred Writings is made by them in 
an implied allegorical sense: for the 
law, in the opinion of these men, re- 
sembles a living being ; the express 
literal interpretation constitutes the 
body, while the implied spiritual sense 
forms the soul of the Scriptures.” 
An observation more happy and more 
important than this cannot well be 
conceived, as it accounts for the terms 
flesh and spirit, expressive of the lite- 
ral or metaphorical interpretations put 
upon the Jaw, which run through the 
Epistles of Paul. I will illustrate this 
yanexample: “ The Lord said unto 
Abraham, In blessing I will bless them, 
and in multiplying I will multiply thy 

“las the stars of heaven.” Gen. 
xxi. 17, 18. Now, according to Christ 

his apostles, this promise was not 
bed in a literal but in a meta- 
ther af Ag taking Abraham to be 
spirttenl e Siithful, and his seed a 
A seed. For this we have the 
pestle Paul's own words: “ And he 

received the sign of ci cisi 
might be . anger that 
that believe. a Ser of all them 
cuticised net they be not cir- 
the sees) wh omans iv. 11, That 
meant ¢ ante spoke to yt wage 
cause he a ae is evident, be- 
» And in thy seed shall 
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all the nations of the earth be bless- 
ed.” This could only mean the con- 
version of the Gentiles by the pro- 
mulgation of the gospel: for they 
became by faith the children of Abra- 
ham, and thus received the promised 
blessing as his seed. 

On this passage Paul and Philo 
ground a certain doctrine; the former 
calls it mystery, because it was con- 
cealed under the veil of figurative lan- 
guage, till Christ caused that veil to 
be laid aside, and the metaphorical or 
spiritual sense to emerge into view. 
The latter calls the same doctrine 
*‘ wisdom,” a name which on one 
occasion our Lord himself gave to the 
gospel, where he says, “* And wisdom 
is justified of her children.” 

6. The religion of Paul consisted of 
the religion of Moses and the pro- 
phets separated from the Levitical 
code. And the writings of Philo sup- 
ply abundant proofs that the religion 
which he calls Wisdom was sublime 
piety, benevolence, and moral purity, 
without a particle of peorenced ordi- 
nances entering itscompesition, Thus, 
Vol. Il. p. 151, he writes, “‘ If a man 
be wicked or unjust, his sacrifices are 
abominable, his rites profane, and his 
prayers blasphemous in the sight of 
God, and he obtains by them, not the 
forgiveness, but the recollection of his 
sins. On the other hand, the sacrifice 
of a just and holy man ever remains 
effectual and undecayed, when the 
victim offered by him is consumed, or 
rather when he offers no victim at all; 
for what can be that sacrifice which 
is real and substantial in the sight of 
God, but the piety of a soul which 
loves God?” Again, Vol. IL. p. 501, 
he says, ‘‘ It becomes a citizen of the 
world to present with earnestness and 
without intermission, thanksgivings to 
the universal Father; and, converting 
himself into incense, to offer his soul 
and body as the incense most aecept- 
able to God.” These are nearly the 
words of the Apostle Paul: ‘I be- 
seech you, brethren, by the mercies of 
Giod, to dedicate your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 
unte God, which is your rational ser- 
vice,”’ 

7. The spiritual Judaism of Paul, 
founded on thé promise made to Abra- 
ham, soon prevailed over the world ; 
it was a power of God unto salvation, 
a divinely efficacious principle in sav- 
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ing multitudes that believed in it, 
among Jews and Greeks: its converts 
became very numerous under obsta- 
cles the most formidable, and perse- 
cutions the most cruel, and they con- 
ceived and reduced to practice the no- 
ble plan of exhibiting the happy in- 
fluence of their faith on their own 
temper and conduct, as one of the 
best means of disarming their enemies 
and recommending it to the world at 
large. This is precisely the view 
which Philo, in language the most 
glowing, gives of that Divine Wisdom 
founded on the same promise made to 
Abraham. It spread from the east 
to the west, from the north to the 
south; its votaries became numerous 
as the sand; its efficacy in curbing 
the sins of men was mighty as the 
rock which curbs the waves of the 
sea; and the influence of their example 
in meliorating society, resembled the 
spices of Arabia which embalm the 
breeze. 

8. Notwithstanding the divine vir- 
tues which the believers in Judea dis- 
played, their enemies grievously perse- 
cuted them, Jesus their head being 
himself seized and put to death. Philo 
is very eloquent in describing their 
sufferings; and his testimony when 
developed and proved will be matter 
of high importance to the Christian 
cause. ‘* Many powerful men,” says 
he, “‘ rise up against them in their 
own country. Some of these, being 
eager to surpass the untameable fierce- 
ness of beasts, omit nothing that may 
gratify their cruelty, and they cease 
not to sacrifice whole flocks of those 
within their power, or, like butchers, 
to tear their limbs to pieces, till them- 
selves are brought to that justice 
which superintends the affairs of 
men.” The Apostle Paul asserts the 
same fact in nearly the same language : 
* We are killed all the day long, we 
are accounted as sheep for the slaugh- 
ter.” And under what pretence were 
these cruclties inflicted? “ Yer,” 
savs Philo, “ their furious persecu- 
tors have not been able to substan- 
tate why One accusation against this 
trarcl of hely men.” And their con- 
sclousness of innoccence induced Paul 
triumphantly to put the question, 
“ Who shall lay any thing to the 
charge of God's chosen people?” But 
had such violence any effect in sup- 
pressing their geal or diminishing their 
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numbers? ‘‘ On the contrary,” says 
the indignant Philo, ‘‘ all men, capti- 
vated by their integrity and honour, 
unite with them as with men whe 
snjoy the true freedom of nature, ad. 
iniring their communion and liberality 
which language cannot describe, and 
which is the surest pledge of a happy 
and perfect life.” ‘To the same effeet 
adds our Apostle: ‘* Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conqueron 
through him that loved us; for lam 
persuaded that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, not 
any other creature, shall be able te 
separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
J. JONES. 


a 


Letter from the late Rev. Job Orton, 
to Mr. Joseph Jevans, on the Dov. 
trine of Necessity. 

Dear Sir, April 29, 1776. 

] SHALL be glad to give you aay 

assistance in my power in the 

course of your studies ; but there 1s n 

question concerning which you could 

desire my thoughts, that I am les 
capable of solving or giving you aay 
light into, than the question you 
propose. Indeed, it is a subject I ne 
ver did understand, and I believe never 
shall understand while I asm in this 
world. It is the most intricate st 
ject in the sciences: and I remember 

Milton, when he would describe the 

employment of the fallen angels, fe 

presents them as arguing and debating 
about free-will, free agency, necessilf, 

&c., &e., and represents them as “# 

endless mazes lost.” 1 (formerly) 


studied the controversy as carefully é 


as I could, and read the books which 
then had been written upon it. ! 
I never could get clear and clistine! 
ideas upon the subject. 
surmountable difficulties on both side 
of the question, and could by ™ 
means solve some very puzzling que: 
ries that the patrons of each § 
might and did suggest. 1 never fo 
so much satisfaction on the suljee 
as since I read Beattie, as he doth 
puzzle me with nice scholastic dist 
tions, but refers to my feelings. 
if 1 may trust them, 1 think 
a free agent. 

I have another conviction 
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which is a painful one—a conscious- 
ness of having, in innumerable in- 
stances, “ done those things which I 

ht not to have done,” and which 
I had power not to do, and having 
«left undone those things which I 
ought to have done,” and which I 
had power to do. While I feel my 
conscience accusing me in some in- 
stances and eacusing me in some 
others, (which is, you know, the apos- 
tle’s language, and his proof of the 
knowledge and the guilt of the heathen 
who had no express revelation,) I can 
no more doubt that I am a free agent, 
than I can that I exist. And while I 
feel this sensation within me, the ob- 


_ jections against free agency all vanish, 


though I can by no means answer all 


the subtle arguments that may be 
_ brought in favour of necessity. 


I cannot possibly conceive how a 
Holy God can punish sinners, or how 


. _ they can feel anguish and remorse of 





_ conscience, if they are any way, or 


by any superior agent, necessarily de- 


_ termined to act as they do. The whole 
__ scheme of the gospel, which supposes 


and addresseth us as guilty creatures, 
depends upon this. For where there 
is no self-agency, no power in man to 
act otherwise than he doth, I cannot 
see how he can be chargeable with 
guilt, any more than a beast, or a 
piece of matter, which is acted upon. 
I never read Edwards’ book, (though 
have seen extracts from it,) and I 
su never shall. I bought and 
read his tract upon religious affections, 
which I did not understand. And 
how that can be important, funda- 
mental and essential, which a plain 
and unlearned man cannot understand, 
‘s (© me a mystery. And indeed the 
‘supposition is absurd in itself, and 
contrary to all our natural ideas of 
God, and the account which the Scrip- 
‘ures give us of him; agreeable and 
ew Ganon to these—TI see not 
pr can be the moral governor 
the world, and as the Judge of the 
earth do right, if his creatures could 
God do otherwise than they do. How 
, foreknows future contingencies I 
“how HOt, neither is it my business to 
Parr A great deal depends on 
you affix to the word con- 
dient: and perhaps most of the 
fies attending this controversy 


Dave : 
been owmg to the use of words, 
VOL. xx. x 
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to which various and even contra- 
dictory ideas may be and have been 
fixed, and arguing and disputing on 
both sides without clear ideas. I ap- 
prehend what immediately influences 
our temper and practice is a general 
and clear idea, that God knows all 
things, and will bring every work into 
judgment. There J must rest. You 
will never have occasion, and I hope 
never have inclination, to bring this 
controversy into the pulpit; nor do I 
apprehend that the determining of it 
so much affects the leading truths of 
the gospel as some have supposed. 1 
have known many, who were in the 
scheme of necessity, but I never could 
conclude it from their sermons and 
prayers. These were expressed in 
such a manner, as plainly to intimate, 
that man was a free agent. Dr. 
Watts’s Essay on the Freedom of 
Will in Creatures, is a good piece, 
and deserves your careful perusal and 
study. Collins, as far as I understand 
him, shuffles egregiously. I presume 
I have left you as aah in the dark 
as before. But now my faculties be- 
gin to fail me. I am scarce fit to 
write upon any subject, much less on 
one so abstruse as this. I think upon 
the whole every man’s reason and 
experience and feelings will teach him 
that he is a free agent, and no man 
would think otherwise, except he had 
some metaphysical notions put into 
his head. 

Is it not something strange, that 
Edwards and Dr. Priestley (whose 
schemes of divinity are toto calo dif- 
ferent) should both be champions, 
strenuous champions, for necessity? 
But thus extremes meet. And you 
will often see reason to remark this, 
as you proceed in the course of your 
studies. When you meet with such 
texts as these, Why will ye die, O 
house of Israel? I would have gather- 
ed you but ye would not. Ye will not 
come unto me, &c.; and all those 
where the ruin of sinners is charged 
upon themselves, think what an idea 
we must entertain of God and his 
word, if men have not a natural liberty 
to hear and to obey, and some kind of 
moral liberty too! But enough of 
this dry salject. 

The manner ia which you write 
pleases me much, and especially the 
modesty with which you propose the 
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didiculties which press upon you. 
Such studies and difficulties have great 
use in opening the mind, and prevent- 
ing conceit and confidence. They read 
us daily lessons of humility and self- 
diffidence, and the necessity of earnest 
prayer to the Father of lights, that he 
would open our understanding, guide 
us into truth, and keep us from error 
on the right hand and on the left. 
lam, 

Your sincere friend and servant, 

JOB ORTON, 
re 

Sir, March 5, 1825. 

AM much obliged to Dr. Pye 

Smith (pp. 77—81) for his civil 
and early attention to the questions | 
proposed to him in the Mon. Repos. 
(p. 17). To the first his answer ap- 
pears unexceptionable. His definition 
of the term personal holiness is clear 
and accurate. The second and third 
questions are shortly answered by an 
affirmative and a negative. As to the 
fourth, after giving much attention to 
the Nemarks, 1 am not sure I under- 
stand the answer: perlaps the terms 
I used did not convey a clear and ac- 
curate meaning. I request the favour 
of you to allow me space in a suc- 
ceeding Number for a few remarks 
and one short question, that I may 
endeavour to remove the uncertainty. 

* The term Justification,” says the 
learned gentleman, * expresses a state 
or relation with respect to God. It 
therefore does not admit of degress ; 
it either is or is not. The act of Jus- 
tification is the judicial decision of the 
Supreme Moral Ruler, by which he 
pardons the sins of those who are the 
subjects of this blessing, and bestows 
upon them the enjoyment of perfect 
and eternal happiness.”’ 

When we speak of the moral cha- 
racters of individuals, and use the lan- 
guage of blaine or commendation, we 
usually have reference to their condi- 
tion, to the advantages or disadvan. 
tages of the circumstances they are 
placed in. So also in our estimate of 
the attainments they are supposed to 
have made in virtue or personal holi- 
hess, we judge relatively rather than 
absolutely. Dr. Sinith appears to 
have formed his estimate of “ true 
Christians, who are justified before 
God” in this manner, in that part of 


his letter beginning with the words, 


‘* As among unconverted persons,” , 7 
79. Trefer to, rather than copy, te |” 
passage, that | may not intrude pe ee 


your pages. 


Keeping in mind the above defi. | i 
tion of the act of Justification, a 


the rule by which we estimate te — 
moral characters of mankind, I wou 


submit the following question —Wy 


every individual be included in th — 
act of Justification, who has improv 
to the utmost of his power the mem 
for attaining oneal holiness, placed 
within his reach by the Supreme Mo 
ral Ruler? 


Should Dr. Smith favour me wih 
an answer to this question as explicity 
as he has replied to the three forme, ~~ 


1 shall probably intrude upon yous 
few remarks upon his and my view 
of Justification before God : and pr 
bablv the difference between thems 
not so great as from the Doctor's fin 
expressions T was led to expect. The | 
request that I would read Mr, Fuller 
Sermon, I shall most cheerfully cow 


ply with. 
THOMAS GIBSON. 


— 
Two Letters of Dr. Parr’. | 
FEUE death of Dr. Parr, whichis, 


B announced in our present ou — 
ber, will be followed, we take ft 
granted, by the publication of 

of his correspondence; which, 
his wide connexion, from the taleat, 
character and station of his 

from his habit of writing even now 
in a finished style, and from his 
ness in speaking of himself and dee 
ring his opinions, cannot fail of bem 
costings interesting. The follow 
ing Letters have been already publishe 
in the Life of the late Dr. Perci® 
of Manchester, prefixed to the editio 
of his Works, in 4 vols. 8yo., by 
son, Edward Percival, M. D., of 
lin; but so many years have es 
since that publication, and it is @® 
few hands, that we believe we 
gratify most of our readers by ™ 
printing them. 

The” first letter was addressed * 
the Rev. 7. B. Percival, in ackne* 
ledgment of a copy of his Sermos® 

: : : we 
Hospital Duties. This gentleman 


a 


~ 
ee 


“ 


the eldest son of Dr. Percival, of Me 
chester, and, though brought & 
Dissenter, conformed to the Chur 
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of England. A curious letter of Arch- 
deacon Paley’s to the father, on this 
subject, is copied into the Mon. Repos. 
Il]. 67, 68. In the same place is 
iven a brief notice of the Rev. T. B. 
jval, who died May 27, 1798, in 

the 32nd year of his age. 

The second letter was addressed to 
Dr. Percival himself on the receipt of 
his work on Medical Jurisprudence. 
A correspondent in the Mon. Repos., 
at the place just specified, had made 
some remarks upon Dr. Percival’s 
character as a Dissenter, and these 
brought out, in the same volume, IIT. 
368, &c., a vindication of Dr. Percival’s 
character, with some account of him, 
from the pen of Mr. Higginson, then 
of Stockport, now of Derby. Dr. Per- 
cival was the first student on the list 
of the Warrington Academy (Mon. 
Repos. VIII. 5), and a pleasing me- 
moir of him is given by the historian 
of that Establishment (Mon. Repos. 
IX. 201, &e.). A character from his 
pen of Mr. Seddon, of Manchester, 
may be seen in the account of Dr. 
Rotheram’s pupils, Mon. Repos. V. 
429, 430, 


Lerrer I. 


From the Rev. Samuel Parr, LL. D. to 
the Rew. T. B. Percival, LL. B. 


[ returned hither, a few days ago, 
from Birmingham, where I had an op- 
portunity of receiving the publication, * 
whieh your father did me the honour of 
sending for my acceptance. Permit me 
to convey, through you, my thankful ac- 
knowledgments for this mark of his at- 
tention; and to assure you, that the 
subject which you have chosen, and the 
relation in which you stand to Dr. Per- 
cial, gave me, on this occasion, a much 
keener curiosity than [ usually feel in 

down to the perusal of sermons, 

even where I have reason to presume that 
they are well intended, and well written. 
am not accustomed to trifle with my 
De erpondents, or to degrade myself by 
rank of vague and trite panegyric ; 
ot to you, Sir, 1 speak only the language 
Just and sincere commendation, when 
os ay Saat my expectations, high and eager 
were, have not been disappointed. 

bh rowy f ra peculiar felicity, you 

. € elegance of a disserta- 
Youn the seriousness of a sermon. 
are selected with propriety, 


ee 


*« * . 

re Mrcouree on Hospital Duties,” 
re T. B. Percival, annexed to 
Featise on “ Medical Ethics.” 


by 
the 
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and arranged with exactness ; your style 
is polished without gaudiness, and ani- 
mated without extravagance. Your re- 
marks are such as could occur only to a 
mind deeply interested in the subject, and 
amply qualified for the discussion of it 
by freqnent and accurate observation. In 
the appeals which you have made to the 
passions of your heaters, you have wisely 
abstained from popular and rampant ex- 
aggeration, and the facts which you have 
sct betore their understandings, equaily 
deserve consideration from every preju- 
diced objector, and every enlightened 
well-wisher to the Institution which you 
meant to recommend, Through the range 
Which you have taken over the various 
classes of duty assigned to persons of 
various professions, you will find a willing 
and attentive follower in every man who 
is capable of reflecting on that happy 
order of things, in which earthly and 
spiritual wisdom, compassion and piety, 

the diligence of the unlearned, and the 
skill of the learned, are all made to co 

operate in the vreat and sacred cause ot 

Lenevolence, Of philosophy vou have 

employed enough, and not) more than 

enough, to intuse fresh vigour into some 

of the more important parts ; and over the 
whole you have sprinkled the precious 

dew of scripture, judiciously and reve- 

rently. 

Such, Sir, are the impressions left 
upon my mind by the perusal of your ex- 
cellent discourse ; and perhaps you will 
not be displeased to hear that my very 
accomplished and worthy friend, Dr. 
Johnstone, spoke of it in terms of ap- 
probation similar to my own. In regard 
to the advertisement which is prefixed to 
it in the name of Dr. Percival, | could 
not read it without a pang. [ cannot 
reflect upon it without strong emotions 
of sympathy with him on the less of such 
a son, trained up, under the auspicious 
example of such a father, to crudition, 
science and virtuc. Present, Sir, | beg 
of you, my best respects to Dr. Percival ; 
and forgive me, Sir, when I entreat, 
and even exhort you to southe the anguish 
of his soul, by redoubling your own 
efforts in the acquisition of knowledge, 
in the exercise of humanity, and in the 
diffusion of those sound and salutary in- 
structions which unite the best interests 
of society with the pure and sublime 
principles of truc religion. 

With great esteem for your talents, and 
unfeigned wishes for your welfare, &c. 


Letrrer Il. 
From the same to Dr. Percival. 


Hatton, Sept. 24, 17 J4. 
Permit me to thank you for the kind 













NR ena eam aneatatpan n 
_—__ 
ee ~ ecg ai 

















































156 Testimony of Josephus to Christ. 


and elegant letter which I last week had 
the honour of receiving from you; and 
to assure you that nothing but the pres- 
sure of numerous, and some of them im- 
portant matters, would have prevented 
we from making a more carly acknow- 
ledgment. lam not only no stranger to 
the respectability of your general charac- 
ter, but I bave read with great atten- 
tion and great satisfaction several of the 
works by which you have adorned your 
profession, and endeavoured ably to en- 
lighten and improve mankind: you have 
a right therefore to call upon mygratitude 
as wel) as my politeness, when you are 
disposed to ask my opinion apou any in- 
tended publication; and you may depend 
both upon my earnestness to judge rightly, 
and my readiness to communicate my 
judgment fairly and respectfully. | ought 
to do so whether | consider the impor- 
tance of the subject, or the abilities and 
virtues of the writer. Last night I re- 
ceived a copy of your work on Medical 
Jurisprudence, and this morning | have 
xiven to the perusal of it all the time I 
could spare from some critical inquiries 
which | am making for the use of an old 
friend, and the result of which | must 
communicate by to-day's post. 

I have read the three first chapters, and 
in no one instance did | feel one mo. 
ment’s hesitation in assenting to your 
eage and humane observations. The 
sight of Beccaria’s name forcibly hurried 
away my eye to the last chapter; and 
there | found some difficulties which, 
after reconsidering them, I shall take the 
liberty to communicate, 

You will excuse me for stating that my 
father was an apothecary and surgeon at 
Harrow; that he was a man of very 
robust and vigorous intellect; that he 
wished to educate me iv that profession 
which boasts of Dr. Percival as one of its 
noblest ornaments; that for two or three 
vears | attended to his business ; and that 
I have long been in the habit of reading 
on medical subjects. ‘The great advantage 
{ have derived from these circumstances 
uw, that | have found Opportunities for 
conversation and friendship with a class 
of men whom, after a long and attentive 
survey of character, I have found to be 
the most enlightened professional persons 
in the circle of human arts and sciences. 

Give me leave to congratulate vou on 
the happy and honourable situation of 
your very accomplished son, and to ex. 
press my sincere hope that in his encreas- 
ina Knowledge and future prospects you 


may find some censolation for your me. 
lamcholy loss . 


Testimony of Josephus to Chriss, 


HE passage in Josephus relating 

to our Lord has been so oftes 
referred to in our numbers, that we 
judge our readers will be gratified with 
the following translation, from the 
Revue Encyclopédique, of a review of 
a late German publication on the sub. 
ject. 

Ueber des Flavius Josephus Zeugnis 
von Christo—On the Testimony of 
Josephus concerning Jesus Christ. 
By C. F. Beehmert. Leipsic, 1833. 
The authenticity of a passage in the 

historian Josephus is here treated of 

M. Eichstaedt, in his ingenious ant 

profound researches, seemed to put 

an end to the discussion of this sub- 
ject, by proving that Josephus wa 
not the author of the passage respect. 
ing Jesus Christ, and attributing the 


interpolation to a Christian who livel | 


at the end of the third century. M 


Beehmert, however, is not afraid of | 


opposing so formidable an authority 
He shews calmness and erudition 
examining the question, and what he 
says merits the serious attention of 
his adversaries. He seeks the proof 


of the authenticity of the passage t | 
lating to Jesus in the life and the cl» 


racter of Josephus. His first chap- 
ter is dedicated to the life of thi 
author; which was needful to enable 
him in the second to point out bis 
character. This task was, neverthe 
less, attended with difficulty : Josep! 


was frequently inconsistent with big © 


M. Boehmer | 


self in his actions. 
proves that he was governed by ambe 


tion, and by an anxiety for his pe © 


sonal safety: but the Jewish historias 


in some measure atoned for these de ~ 


fects by his uprightness ; for he loved 
truth, and he was exempt from the 
narrow views of his nation. From his 
inconsistencies, M. Beehmert 
out his characteristic points, as & Mas, 
an Israelite and an historian. He cor 
siders that, as an historian, he ™* 
not only capable of narrating eveal 
which passed under his own eye, bal 
that he was firmly resolved to declat 
unpartially all that he knew t be 
truth. M. Beelunert gives examp@ 
in proof of this assertion. Being 
——, has Josephus spoken A 
esus Christ?) Has he spoken of bin 
as he is spoken of in the passage ™ 


OL PETITE, 
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yestion? No one doubts that Jose- 
phus was able to treat of the subject, 
und M. Beehmert proves that he was 
willing to do it, since he must have 
felt himself absolutely under the ne- 
cessity of doing so. However unpleas- 
ing the topic might be to him, could 
he, in writing the history of his coun- 
try, avoid mentioning the founder ot 
a sect which was regarded so favour- 
ably as to have members even amongst 
the residents at the emperor’s court? 
Did not Josephus then make mention 
of obscure impostors, each of whom 
gave himself out to be the long-cx- 
ted deliverer of the Jews? He 
wight, without doubt, remain igno- 
rant of the character of the true Mes- 
sia, but he gould not pass him over 
unnoticed ; even his connexions at the 
court would oblige him to speak on 
the subject. Flavius Cleoners and his 
wife Domitilla, who were so nearly 
connected with the emperor by the 
ties of blood, and who had so much 
influence at court when Josephus 
wrote, were Christians ; Epaphroditus, 
who induced him to write, appears to 
have been one also. Thus the first 
uestion is resolved. ‘The solution of 
the second— whether Josephus did 
express himself concerning Jesus in 
the respectful terms attributed to him 
—Wwas certainly much more difficult. 
M. Boehmert founds an affirmative 
answer on the impartiality and fidelity 
of the historian. He then treats on 
the internal evidence of the testimony, 
considering that no reason can be 
_— for denying it to be written 
by Josephus. He lastly refutes the 
arguments of those who espouse the 
coutrary opinion, and especially dis- 
— himself by repelling the 
in which they draw from the 
of Justin, Origen and Photius. 


Sir, 


WISH, with your correspondent 
Mr. Edward Taylor of Norwich (in 
ud last Number, ) that the Orthodox 
‘ ters may judge better than to 
ollow up the inconsiderate quarrel 
which has lately taken place in Man- 
- For | apprehend no good 

on come of it to either of the parties 
a ee Certain it is that if the 
fund Presbyterian _chapels, and the 
; oy Connected with them, do not of 
At belong to those who are in pos- 
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session, they who seem to covet them 
have no better claim. 

These persons should recollect that 
the three denominations of Indepen- 
dents, Baptists and Presbyterians, have 
always subsisted as distinct sects ever 
since the Act of Toleration, or rather 
perhaps from the passing of the Act 
of Uniformity. And though the dif- 
ferences which existed between them 
may not in this age appear very 
important, they were considered mat- 
ters of consequence by our ances- 
tors, who assuredly never intended 
that the chapels they erected for 
Presbyterian worship, aud the funds 
with which they endowed them, should 
be enjoyed by Independents or Bap- 
tists. The champions of Orthodoxy 
in the present controversy have over- 
looked this, and affect to claim fellow- 
ship with the old Presbyterians under 
the general name of Orthodox Dis- 
senters. But this will not do. Mere 
Orthodoxy will not give strangers a 
right either to our chapels or our 
funds—and the Calvinistic Methodists, 
or the Church of England, might 
claim them with as much propriety as 
either Independents or Baptists. In 
short, the pretension must be scouted 
by every considerate man, as presump- 
tuous aud altogether unfounded, not 
to call it dishonest and unprincipled. 
So that even adinitting, what generally 
speaking I do not believe, that by the 
Trust Deeds the doctrines called Or- 
thodox are required to be preached in 
these chapels, it comes to this, that if 
the present possessors have not a right 
to them, nobody else has, and accurd- 
ing to the admission of Mr. Hadiield, 
the principal advocate of this scheme 
of spoliation, who is I understand an 
attorney in Manchester, they belong 
as unclaimed property to the Crown.* 

Let us hear no more then of holding 
property fromm its lawful owners, or of 
malverters of trusts, whom Dr. Pye 
Smith, in allusion I conceive to this 
subject, candidly classes with éhieves. + 
Surely those into whuse hands this 
property has descended froin their fore- 


* See this gentleman's letter in the 


Manchester Gazette, Nov, 20, under the 
signature of Another Orthodox Dissenter. 

+ See the note to his reply to Mr. 
Gibson's questions in the last Number et 
the Repository. 
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fathers may wait till somebody can 
shew a better title to it, or till the 
Crown asserts its claim. So much for 
the question in a legal view. 

If the zealots of Orthodoxy still say 
there is a moral offence in using these 
chapels and funds for the celebration 
of a worship which their founders 
disapproved, they do not consider per- 
haps how far this doctrine will carry 
them. On this principle the Reforma- 
tion could hardly have taken place ; 
for the Roman Catholics must have 
been left in possession of all the 
churches and church property which 
the zeal of our Popish ancestors had 
founded, Dr. Pye Smith, to be con- 
sistent, must include Craniwer and 
Ridley amd the other heads of the Re- 
formation in England, nay Luther and 
John Calvin himself, in his list of 
thieves.—Further, the early Christians, 
after the aecession of Constantine, con- 
verted some of the te uples erected 
in honour of the Heathen gos into 
(bristian Churches. The Pantheon at 
Rome remains an instuuce of it to this 
day. Are those pious Christians to 
be classed with thieves?) Nay more, 
the great Apostie of the Gentiles 
preached Christianity and the abroga- 
tion ot the Vlosak dispens ition in the 
Synogogues erected by.Jews for Jewish 
worsbip vuly,. What will the learned 
Doctor say to this? I leave it for his 
cous ration. 

The truth is, that the intentions of 
the pious and benevolent founders of 
justitutions either religious or charita- 
blecannot, inthe changes of the world, 
be always exactly fulfilled. 


«as Ne W 
engage."’ 


arise and different views 


scc nes 


And I conceive that Trustees who hold 
property of this kind have a right, 
when the exact fulhiment of the in- 
tentions of the founders is iinpracti- 
cable or inexpedient, to consider what 
might probably have been the views 
of the Resiiee under the new cireum- 
stances which may have arisen, and 
what upon the whole is best to be 
done, At all events they cannot be 
charged with dishonest malversation, 
unless they apply funds destined for 
a public object to their own private 
emolument. 

In concliasion, though we may differ 
on some important points trom onr 
worthy siors, it may be hoped 


#rie t 


Mr. James on the Charge of “Plagiarism,” with Remarks. 


that in what is essential we stil] agree 
with them. They could not, cop. 
sistently with the great principle of 
dissent, the right of private judgment, 
shackle their posterity by the imposi- 
tion of a creed; nor is it probable 
that they in general atteinpted it. It 
is evident, from the Manchester cop. 
troversy on this subject, that those 
who assume the contrary, do it on 
were conjecture. The argument of 
most of them seems to be—‘ The 
founders of this chapel were Ortho. 
dox, the congregation is now Unita. 
rian, therefore the chapel belongs to 
us.” But Mr. Hadfield, the attorney, 
does not jump so fast to a conclusion, 
When asked the question, ‘* if Cross- 
Street Chapel does not belong to the 
congregation, to whom does it be- 
long?” He says, “* I can do nothing 
without the deeds; shew me the deeds 
and Ill tell you to whom it belongs” 
A modest request truly, which, as a 
lawyer, he should have known he had 
no right to make. But it shews that 
these people are in real ignorance of 
the subject on which they presume 
to give so confident an opinion. We 
may then equally despise the threats 
and the railing of envious bigots, if 
while we differ somewhat from our 
forefathers on matters of doctrine and 
ot discipline, we take care that our 
practice shall be no disgrace to them. 
A PRESBYTERIAN. 
—__— 


Birmingham, 

Sin, February J8, 1925. 

\‘ I am compelled by the charity 
SA which thinketh no evil to believe 
that you would not, knowingly, allow 
the Monthly Repository to be either 
the inventor or circulator of falsehood, 
I confidently expect that you will do 
me the justice to contradict an asset- 
tion which, I am informed, was made 
in reference to myself by some writer 
in the reviewing department of the 
number for January. In a critique on 
a pamphlet entitled “* The Plagianst 
Warned,” it is affirmed, that 1] have 
published a sermon, alluding, I sup- 
pose, to “ The Scoffer Admonished,” 
which is taken from the works 6 
Archbishop Tillotson. Now, Sir, this 
statement of the Reviewer's, tor 
him alone I reply, is altogether incof- 
rect, as a comparison of my discourse 
with that of the Primate will most 










































LAT SE 








—— Oar ers lO 


OO ee 





OF EPR TORY 
“* oe n 


abundantly prove. I have given, it is 
true, some extracts from Tillotson, 
hut they are acknowledged to be his, 
and in one or two places I have also 
adopted a similar train of thinking, as 
was to be looked for in the discussion 
of a subject too definite to allow of 
much latitude of illustration ; but that 
the similarity is such as to amnount to 
a plagiarism, I most positively deny, 
and for the truth of my assertion I re- 
fer to the sermons. If the Reviewer 
has read them he must know that he 
has done me injustice, but whether he 
has or not, he has paid me a compli- 
ment in attributing my production to 
the pen of so pious and elegant a 
writer as that bright ornament of the 
Church of England. 

As I am anxious that a contradic- 
tion of the assertion should appear in 
your March number, I make this 
communication upon the report of 
my friend, without losing a post by 
endeavouring to procure a sight of 
the Repository for myself. 


J. A. JAMES. 


(The passage complained of by Mr. 
James is in pp. 60, 61, of the present 
volume; the writer of it has sent us 
the following remarks upon Mr. 
James’s letter, in fulfilment of the 
pledge given p. 128. 

“T have examined the charges of 
the author of ‘The Plagiary Warned,’ 
with Mr, James’s ‘ Scoffer Admonish- 
ed,’ and Tillotson’s Sermons lying be- 
fore me, and the result is, that I find 
the author of the pamphlet generally 
correct in his facts, though somewhat 
too severe in his strictures. Consci- 
ously or unconsciously, Mr. James 
evidently formed the plan of his ser- 
mon upon the Archbishop’s second 
sermon, entitled ‘The Folly of Scoff- 
ing at Religion;’ and it can scarcely 
have been unconsciously, since he re- 
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fers to Tillotson, but in a general way. 
Some passayes and remarks, and those 
not a little striking, are taken by Mr. 
James from that great writer without 
acknowledgment. This appears to 
me to be not quite honourable. What 
use Mr. James may have made of the 
Archbishop in other publications 1 
have no means of ascertaining; nor 
ain I at all concerned in any charge 
but that to which his letter refers. 
As to this, the charge of ‘ Plagiarism’ 
is full strong. I do not acquit Mr. 
James of all blame, but he now ap- 
pears to me less blameable, with re- 
gard to this one point, which alone I 
have examined, than he did when un- 
der the impression which was made 
upon me by the Birmingham pamphlet, 
] penned the paragraph of which Mr. 
James complains. 

** T must in honour say further that 
one or two expressions of mine re- 
quire qualification. The reader might 
suppose that Mr. James was accused 
of taking an entire sermon of Arch- 
bishop Tillotson’s and giving it to the 
world as his own. This, though a 
natural interpretation of my language, 
hastily written, would be an incorrect 
representation of my own view of the 
case. I wish, therefore, to alter the 
statement, so as to charge Mr. James 
with no more than using passages of 
Tillotson’s without that specific ac- 
knowledgment which is usual amongst 
respectable writers. 

‘** As I have fallen into some error 
in the use of the pen, it behoves me 
especially to be lenient towards simi- 
lar errors in others; and if my heed- 
less over-statement have caused any 
nueasiness to Mr. James, or done in- 
justice to him in the mind of any 
reader, | beg that he and they will 
accept my sincere expression of re- 
gret.” | 


—P 


New Version of Isaiah's celebrated Prophecy respecting Jesus Christ, 
ch. lit. 183—15, iii. 1—I12. 
# ne Probert has obligingly sent us the Hebrew text of the above passage, 
i aS few corrections, and also a Welsh Version corrected by Dr. Paghe, but 
we fear the majority of our readers would not thank us for laying before them 
\ 


, 


® page or two of 
Ch. ii, 13. 


elsh and Hebrew, however interesting they might be to 
students of these languages. Ep. ] 


QO, my servant shall impart wisdom : , 
He shall be raised up, be exalted, and become very high, 























































peat amen 


oe ye, : . 
parm 2 ul. ai gE a eg . . 4 ial Se ae 
: =~. = =~ . Re - > % 4. ae te -* . 
~ —_ ‘ + ~~ os a cz me. — ~ 
= — — a ae - = = 
. earn tain act aed i 
as. arte etree. -nenlitntttinerllitteccatinemaiies 










160 Neve Version of leaiah’s celebrated Prophecy respecting Jesus Christ. 


14. So that multitudes shall be greatly astonished at him 
Though his form is disfigured by men, 
And his beauty by the sons of Adam ; 
15. Yet many nations shall gaze ; 
Upon him, and kings shall shut their mouths. 
? For that which has not been related to them, they shall see : : 
H And that which they have not heard, they shall set themselves to 
te | consider. 
Ch. liii, 1. Who hath believed our report? 
And to whom is the arm of Jehovah revealed ? 
2, For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, 
And as a root out of an arid soil. 
There appeared no beauty in him, 
Nor honour, that we should reverence him, 
Nor dignity, that we should desire him. 
3. He was despised and rejected by men, 
A man of sorrows and acquainted with pain. 
He concealed, as it were, his face from us ; 
He was despised, and we did not esteem him. 
4. Surely he supported our wounds, ' 
And bore our injuries ; ' 
And we beheld him expiring, 
As smitten of God and afficted. 
5. But he was wounded by our crimes, 
Smitten by our misdeeds. 
The information of our peace is by him, 
And through his teaching we are healed. 
6. All of us, Tike sheep, have wandered, 
Every man in his own way, 
And Jehovah permitted to strike through him the iniquities of tf 
all. { 
. He was brought forth and required to answer, |} 
But he did not open his lips. 
Like a lamb he was led to the slaughtering-place, 
And like a sheep that is dumb before her shearers, 
Pr So he did not open his mouth. 
| L 8. By oppression and by judgment he was taken, 
Lea And who can declare the crime of his countrymen? ee 
For he was separated from the land of the living ; | 
By the iniquity of my people he was smitten to death. Ss 
9, For he made his grave with the wicked, s 
And with the wealthy in his death. if 
Though he did no evil, s 
Nor was deceit in his lips, a 
10. Yet Jehovah was pleased to smite him with pain. e., 
Though his life was placed as a sin-offering, 
He shall see his seed he shall be enabled to prolong his days, 4 
And the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand. 3 
11. He shall see of the labour of his lite and be satisfied ; 
Through his knowledge he shall justify many servants, 
And shall take away their iniquities. 
12. Therefore I will divide him a share with the mighty, 
And with the powerful he shall divide the spoil, 
Because that he exposed his life to death, 
J — with the wicked ; : 
So he s e away the sins of m 4 
And mediate for Siliglinen. ine F 
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not afraid to blame.”—Popkr. 
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Aar. L—Three Additional Letters ad- 
dressed to the Ven. and Rev. Francis 


Wrangham, M. A., Archdeacon of 


Cleveland, in Reply to his Animad- 
versions on Three former Letters, 
in the Appendix to a Charge, deli- 
rered to the Clergy of his Arch- 
deaconry, in August, 1823. By C. 
Wellbeloved. York, printed. Sold 
in London by Longman and Co., 
and by R. Hunter. 1824. 8vo. pp. 
158. 
ttt title-page suflicientiy ex- 
plains the occasion of Mr. Well- 
beloved’s second appearance on the 
stage of controversy. It could hardly 
be supposed, that the Archdeacon of 
Cleveland would permit the ‘‘ Three 
Letters” to pass altogether in silence : 
and it depended upon the nature, the 
style, and the temper of his reply, 
whether he would be again noticed by 
the writer of those Letters. Had the 
dignitary’s able opponent declined to 
engage in any further combat with 
him, such a resolution would have 
been justified by all the laws of ho- 
nourable warfare. To the increased 
gratitude and respect of the friends of 
religious truth, our author is, never- 
theless, entitled, for determining to 
renew the contest: in animadverting 
ence more on Archdeacon Wrangham, 
le has poured fresh light on many 
important subjects, Re given addi- 
tional strength to his former reason- 
ings and conclusions. 

His antagonist accuses, but has not 
convicted, him of several improprie- 
Hes in the management of the contro- 
versy, and seems, in particular, to 
complain, that the charges which, we 
must be allowed to say, himself has 
rashly and unadvisedly accumulated 
‘gainst Unitarian Christians, and their 
Gaz are branded as ‘‘ calumnious.” 
oe charges Mr. Wellbeloved 
that ee them to be: and to such 
° gentleman has been ‘‘ accustomed 

“pply, perhaps not in its most 

acceptation, but yet not with- 

the the authority of Dr Johnson,* 
term calumny.” —P. 7. 


* See Dr. Johnson's English Die- 
VOU. Xx. Y 


Certainly, this is not the most com- 
mon acceptation of the word. <A ca- 
fumny is a known and wilful false- 
hood, devised and uttered, for the 
sake of injury. ‘That is not calum- 
nious, which is not false: * that is 
calumnious, which, being known to 
be false, or which, (and it is frequently 
the same thing,) not being personally 
ascertained to be true, is said or writ- 
ten, in the way of accusation or re- 
proach. The author of the ‘ Three 
Letters,”’ therefore, has been perfectly 
correct in charging the Archdeacon 
of Cleveland, the Archbishop of Dub- 
lin, and some other dignitaries, with 
the guilt of calumniating Unitarian 
Christians; and he has made the 
charge without asperity or aggravation. 
Where, in a moral view, is the differ- 
ence between the man whose malicious 
invention arraigns his neighbours of 
faults and crimes, and the man who, 
actuated by the same deadly hatred, 
the same blind and implacable hosti- 
lity, adopts and circulates the fabri- 
cation, against evidence, and without 
inguiry ? 

Archdeacon Wrangham scorns to 
be suspected of being governed, in his 
polemical labours, by any motives of 
self-interest or preferment. His op- 
ponent, it appears, had spoken, in the 
beginning of the first of the ‘* Three 
Letters,’’ of the efforts of those who 
misrepresent Unitarians as “‘ inglori- 
ous, but not unprofitable.” This Mr. 
Wellbeloved said generally, and with 
no individual or personal application. 
He barely stated a fact, and a fact 
which he was fully warranted to state. 
The offence which the dignitary has 
taken at this language, on the part of 
his antagonist, is entirely unreasonable. 
Let us admit that Ae looks for no 
preferment, as the recompense of 
these services, in behalf of the Esta- 
blished Church: we are sure that, 


tionary, in v. ‘ Calumny,’ and the exain- 
ple cited from Sir 17. Temple” 

¢ « — calumniating and vilifying — 
usually include the notion of falsehood.” 
J. H. Tooke, in Westminster Hall, April 
30,1792. And see Dr. Maltby's Sermons, 
Vol. II. p. 570. 
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unless he can better defend Its creeds, 
and uphold its credit, he merits none. 
Pp. 8—11. 

He represents the writer of the 
‘Three Letters” as “* volunteering an 
attack, not particularly called for,” 
upon the Archdeacon of Cleveland. 
In the beginning of that appendix, on 
which Mr. Wellbeloved is now animad- 
verting, this remarkable language oc- 
eurs: ‘* The conclusiveness of my ar- 
guments in favour of the divinity of 
Jesus Christ has been somewhat un- 
courteously denied by the Rev. C. 
Wellbeloved :”’ and in the next sen- 
tence the dignitary speaks of ‘* Three 
Letters addressed to him upon the 
same subject.” How extremely un- 
fair and incorrect this representation 
is, our readers must be sensible ; since 
they cannot but have perceived that the 
examination of Archdeacon Wrang- 
ham’s arguments for the deity of Jesus 
Christ, occupies a comparatively small 
portion of the letters, and holds in 
them professedly a subordinate station. 
His opponent complains with reason 
of such a ruse de guerre: 


** You thus keep out of sight,” he says, 
“ the injustice of which you have been 
guilty towards Unitarians, and of which 
| may confidently affirm that you have 
been convicted ; and, at the same time, 
ateatly magnify the impropricties of tem- 
per of which you accuse me; by leading 
your readers to conclude that they have 
been manifested, not where some excuse 
might be offered for them, in the repel- 
ling of misrepresentation and calumny 
aimed at illustrious characters, but where 
they cannot for a mowent be tolerated, 
in the investigation of religious doctrines, 
and the interpretation of sacred Scrip- 
tare.”"——Pp. 11, 12. 


Mr. Wellbeloved thinks it of im- 
portance to state, what was really 
the purport Lpurpose of the “ Three 
Letters,” and what, if he mistakes 
not, they have eflected : “‘ They were 
designed to vindicate, and they have 
vindicated, as they proposed, the doc. 
trines and the advocates of Unitarian- 
iam from many severe, and unfounded 
accusations, and have shew. how dis- 
ingenuous, how disreputable, and how 
unsafe it is for one orthodox writer 
after another, to go on repeating 
charges against ap unpopular and a 
hated sect, without being at the pains 
te examine the foundation on which 
these charyes rest."—Pp. 15, 16, 


The Archdeacon of Cleveland admits 
that he is chargeable with “a fey 
errors, incurred chiefly during th 
hurry of various occupations by relying 
upon a memory once good, and still 
too confidently trusted.” On this un. 
worthy plea our author bestows th 
animadversion which it deserves : 


‘© No one who looks into your last Ap. 
pendix, can for a moment imagine thata 
failing and treacherous memory can bk 
pleaded. ‘That memory cannot be other. 
wise than fully stored and tenacious, 
(whatever may be thought of the taste of 
its possessor,) which cau lay under con- 
tribution so many writers of all ages, and 
of all descriptions, Christian Fathers and 
Heathen Philosophers, Racovians and 
Remonstrants, Dramatists and Divines, 
to furnish a heap of learned lumber, th 
dust of which cannot fail to ‘ blind the 
eyes of the quick-sighted,’ and under the 
weight of which, it must be next to m- 
raculous, if a poor Unitarian sciolis 
escape being crushed to death.”—P. 1. 


Convicted of unfairness, illiberality, 
and misrepresentation, and proved to 
have depended implicitly upon Magee, 
and Nares, and Rennell, and others o 
the same school, and not only to hare 
retailed but even to have aggtavutel 
their blunders, Archdeacon Wranghan 
pleads, however, that he ‘‘ no where 
professed originality.” 

But,” observes his opponent, “ ne 
ther a treacherous memory, nor the bury 
occasioned by various avocations, nor the 
acknowledged use of the works of former 
controversialists, can justify any ove ® 
bringing against doctrines which he di» 
approves, and those who conscientiously 
maintain them, charges which he has ne 
carefully examined, and which he cannot 


support, designed to undermine the credit 
of both.”—Ib. 


Our author’s grave and becoming | 


remonstrance with the dignitary, 00* 
mode of theological warfare so W& 
suitable to the serious subjects of 
gious controversy, contains a fe 
challenge and a judicious caution: 


** We do not sue for peace, we do ne 
expect friendship; but we have & 
to look for fair dealing and legitima 
opposition. Put forth all your energie 
against our doctrines and our argumest, 
we have no fear for the result ; but med 
dle not with our motives, assail not 
characters, refrain from m 
tions; do not seek to destroy our creel 
by attacking our intellectual, litera™ © 
moral attainments."—P, 19. 
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The writer of the ‘ Three Addi- 
tional Letters” represents the ineflicacy 
of the several attempts of Horsley, Ma- 
gee, &e., &c., to destroy the credit of 
Dr. Priestley and Mr. Belsham : and 
here he takes occasion further to vin- 
dicate the memory of the Historian of 
the Corruptions of Christianity and 
the character of the Editor of the Im- 
proved Version.* 

Having shewn most satisfactorily 
that this Version was not intended, 
and is not calculated, to mislead, Mr. 
Wellbeloved passes on to “‘ a new 
count” in the dignitary’s ‘‘ indictment 
of Unitarian impostors taken ex 72 
budaxes, from the green or purple bag 
of the Archbishop of Dublin :” it re- 
gards “the unprincipied and treacher- 
ous publication, entitled ‘ Dr. Watts’s 
Divine and Moral Songs for Children, 
revised and altered, so as to render 
them of general Use ; to which are 
added, a Short Catechism and Prayers. 
By Mrs. Trimmer.’” This little vo- 
lume the Archdeacon of Cleveland 
ascribes to Unitarians. The accusa- 
tion had been previously refuted : + 
the point of fact ought to have been 
considered as already set to rest; but 
it was essential for the author of the 
“Three Additional Letters” not to 
disregard the charge, when so wau- 
touly repeated : 

“Ifa book with such a title do exist, 
or ever have existed, it is the height of 
myustice to make the Unitarians at large 
auswerable for its unpardonable disinge- 
nuousness, As a body they know nothing 
of it, You, Sir, I am persuaded, have 
never seen this book, and have no further 
Pe Br wn with it, than what you have 
ey from the ‘ Discourses,’ &c., of 
“agee ; or I would call upon you to spe- 


cify the date of its publication, and the 
name of its printer."—P, 30, 


_ This is @ fair and manly and deci- 
‘we answer. Archdeacon Wrangham 
would, no doubt, have specified these 
circumstances, had he met with the 

a 1 agen Will he still plead 
we ho where professes origi- 
hality”? Will he still complain that 
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In this part of Mr. Wellbeloved’s se- 
tract, pp. 20, 21, note, appears the 
~\apeaes in the Mon. Ropos. 
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the counts of his indictment are deno- 
minated calumnious ? 

His next censure falls upon the re- 
vered and guileless confessor Lindsey. 
It is of great importance that the dig- 
nitary’s own words be cited : 


“ Nor will I leave,” he declares, 


‘wholly unuoticed the ¢rick played off 
under the mask of Dr. S. Clarke. Dr. 
C.’s interleaved Book of Common Prayer, 
deposited by his son in the British Ma- 
sevm in 1768, is represented to retain, 
both in the doxology and in the com- 
mencement of the Litany, the names of 
the Three Divine Persons, (and, in the 
latter, the three-fold invocation,) as well 
as the service for Trinity Sanday; with 
a doxology appended to the Thanksgiving 
from the Apocalypse, implying a more 
solemn worship of Christ than that which 
is at present in use. And yet the Uni- 
tarian Prayer-Book, which, however, | 
have never scen, is said to be entitled by 
its successive editors, Lindsey and Bel- 
sham, ‘ ‘Ihe Book of Common Prayer, 
reformed according to the plan of the late 
Dr. Samuel Clarke.’ "’—Pp. 31, 32. 


Is represented to retain!—which | 
have never seen !—is said to be enti- 
tled !—We doubt whether the pages 
of theological controversy exhibit any 
thing more disgraceful to the most 
careless or most rancorous of their 
authors. Let our readers, and let the 
Archdeacon of Cleveland attend to 
Mr. Wellbeloved’s judgment of it: 

“And so this very serious charge of 
practising deceit in the important and 
muimentous concern of framing a work to 
be used in the worship of that omniscient 
Being, who delighteth in sincerity, is 
brought on the ground of hearsay and 
conjecture alone, against a man whose life 
was a pattern of Christian simplicity, who 
in all his transactions was scrupulously 
sincere and upright, and wao for the sake 
of truth and conscience sacrificed the rea- 
sonable expectation of palaces dnd purple 
and preferment.”"—P. 32. 

The author of the ‘‘ Three Addi- 
tional Letters” has “ never seen Dr. 
Clarke’s interleaved copy of the Com- 
mon Prayer.” But from ungvestion- 
able vouchers, to which we shall give 
references at the foot of the page, he 
demonstrates the correctness of the 
title of the Liturgy used in the chapel 
in Essex Street.* 

* Lindsey's Apology, &c., 199, &ec-., 
4th ed., Conversations on Christian Ido- 
latry, 136, Hist. View, &c., 235. 
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It would appear that Archdeacon 
Werangham delights in being “ an ac- 
euser of the brethren.” He renews 
his charges against Dr. Priestley, v. g. 
temerity of assertion, ignorance of the 
Greek language, &c., &c. These Mr. 
Wellbeloved considers in detail, and 
shews to be destitute of foundation.* 

As to Dr. Priestley’s daring position, 
that our Saviour misunderstood and 
misapplied the prophecies of the Old 
Testament relating to the Messiah, 
the writer of the “* Three Additional 
Letters,” while he undertakes not the 
defence or justification of every posi- 
tion advanced by that celebrated per- 
son, admirably observes, however, that 


“If there be any one subject in the 
whole compass of theological inquiry pe- 
culiarly encumbered with difficulties, it is 
that which relates to the application of 
the prophecies of the Old ‘Testament, to 
the persons and events mentioned in the 
New Testament. He who is insensible 
tu these difficulties, [ will venture to as- 
sert, has never paid to this important 
subject the attention it demands, And 
no real theologian of a liberal spirit, 
would endeavour to excite or keep alive 
prejudices against another, especially if 
he had given indubitable evidence of his 
being a believer in Divine Revelation, by 
exposing to the censure of those who 
cannot be supposed to know all the per- 
plexities of the subject, any speculations 
into which his inquiries may have led 
wim." —P. 49, 


These are the dictates of sound 
knowledge and good sense, of real 
candour and liberality. By quotations 
from Dr. Priestley's papers in the 
Vheological Rep witery, Mr. Wellbe- 
loved illustrates the object and spirit 
of the speculations to which he has 
referred. Nor should it be forgotten 
that on this very subject of the ap- 
plication of prophecy, the illustrious 
Girotius entertained sentiments, and 
hazarded positions, which the Wrang- 
hams of his ave would have termed 
daring.t It is enough for us to be 
persuaded that Jesus is the Christ, 
the predicted Messiah. For ourselves, 
we believe that our Lord and his apos- 


° The reference to the Theol. Reposi- 
tory, ia p. 49, should be to the New Se- 
reve Of that work 

. See Hurd's excellent Sermons at the 
Warburtonian Lectar *, No. VIEL, and 


} i D ‘ onary, Art le Gretins. 


tles were perfectly acquainted wit 
the prophecies relating to him. Muck 
remains, however, to exercise the ly. 
bour of future critics and expositor 
and he who could afford clearer and 
more accurate information concerning 
the modes and forms of citation from 
the Old Testament in the time of ow 
Saviour, would bestow no trifling be. 
nefit on the Christian world. 

We go on to our author’s notice of 
an assertion of the late Dr. Stonhouse, 
who said, (avrog edy,) that “ Priestley 
was one of the most mischievous men 
in religion, politics and chicanery this 
nation ever knew ; a proud, passionate, 
conceited man.” Such language, we 
agree with Mr. Wellbeloved, “ de 
serves nothing more or better thans 
direct contradiction.” It is broad, 
unsupported and flagrantly erroneous 
assertion, and derives no authority 
from the qualifications of the person 
who threw it out. We are well «- 
quainted with those letters of St 
Faken Stonhouse, in one of whichit 
appears.* Had we not previously 
heard much of the writer; had we 
been left to take our views of his che 
raeter solely from these commun 
tions to his friend and curate, Mr. 
Stedman——communications, which 
ought never to have been published, 
and which exhibit a perfect contrast 
with those of Ortun to the same int 
vidual—our judgment of his intellect 
and his feelings could not have beet 
favourable. The darling subject # 
Dr. Stonhouse’s letters is ims 
We will not confound foibles and fra 
ties with vices: but we shall without 
fear pronounce that such a man, 
luable as we believe him to have bee®, 
could not form acorrect and impa 
estimate of Dr. Priestley, to whose 
works, and whose society, we conjee 
ture that he was almost, if not alte 
gether, a stranger. 

There follow very excellent am 
seasonable remarks from Archdeace 
Wrangham’s opponent, on some fut- 
ther charges preferred by the dignitary 
against Mr. Belsham: with a judicious 
reply to these accusations, which tf 
gard “‘an objection to the sabba 
observance of the first day of 


ee 


* P. 329, and, for another proof of S* 
James Stonhouse’s mental infirmity, ™ 
p. 370. 
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week,” a canon of criticism and the 
alteration of the text in Rom. ix. 5, 
the first of the ‘‘ Three Additional 

Letters” is concluded. —Pp. 57—62. 

In the second our author resumes 
the subject of the alleged orthodoxy 
of Watts, Locke, Sir I. Newton, &c., 
&c.; and this, not for the purpose, as 
the Archdeacon of Cleveland inaccu- 
rately represents, and inelegantly and 
vulgarly phrases it, of “* bolstering up 
a sect,” but of vindicating truth, and 
repelling hasty, illiberal and unjust 
charges. 

From an Jaguiry into the Compara- 
tire Moral Tendency of Trinitarian 
and Unitarian Doctrines, §¢., by 
Jared Sparks,* { Boston, Massachu- 
setts, 1823,] the writer of the “ Three 
Additional Letters,’ quotes the fol- 
lowing words of Dr. Watts himself, 
who says to his correspondent, the 
Rev. Dr. Colman, of Boston, and this 
in 1747, the year before that of his 
own death, ‘1 am glad my book of 
Useful Questions came sate to your 
hand. I think I have said every thing 
concerning the Son of God, which 
Seripture says; but J could not go so 
far as to say, with some of our ortho- 
dox divines, that the Son is EQUAL with 
the Father ; because our Lord himself 
expressly says, ‘ The Father is greater 
than I,’"—P. 65 [note }. 

Many pages are employed by Mr. 
Wellbeloved (67—87) in a further ex- 
amination of Mr. Locke’s theological 
writings, with a view to the question, 
whether he were a Trinitarian or an 
Antitrinitarian? This renewed and 
extended inquiry our author conducts 
with great intelligence, discernment, 
impartiality and candour : and it fully 
justifies his former representation. No 
parteither of the ‘‘ Three Letters” or 
of the “Three Additional Letters,” 
does more credit to his powers of cri- 
ticisin and reasoning. Perhaps we 
may be allowed to embrace this op- 
portunity of recommending to our 
readers penny, and especially to 
those of them who make religious 
of Cette. whom the Archdeacon 
sailors oa opponent justly charac- 
Teena a learned and intelligent 

jan ntic Unitarian, ’ adds, ‘“* The 
eae of this letter, I believe, is re- 
setts ete 4 files of the Massachu- 
should ha, Society. | rhe reference 

¢ been. to p. 393 of the Jn- 
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knowledge their primary object, the 
attentive perusal of Locke’s corres- 
pondence—nor least of that with Lim- 
borch: it is a faithful end most en- 
gaging picture of the man, and discloses 
his enlightened, supreme attachment 
to Christian liberty and truth. The 
absolute unity of God, was a favourite 
tenet with Locke,* than whom it is 
probable that no philosopher has done 
more—if we may not add, so much— 
for the instruction and improvement 
of mankind. 

The Archdeacon of Cleveland, it 
seems, has endeavoured to defend the 
orthodoxy of Sir Isaac Newton. Uni- 
tarians, or rather Antitrinitarians, 
claim the illustrious author of the 
Principia, wpon better ground than 
what the dignitary calls ‘* the Canon 
of Suppression,” than his silence in 
behalf of received doctrines, than his 
omission of cautions against any such 
erroneous tenets. What Mr. Well- 
beloved says concerning the writings 
and history of that most gifted of un- 
inspired men, will satisfy our readers, 
that he is to be enrolled under the 
banners of Antitrinitarianism. 

We think it especially disgraceful to 
Archdeacon Wrangham’s judgment 
and candour, that he atins at describing 
Sir I. Newton’s opposition to Whis- 
ton’s admission into the Royal Society 
as being produced by the “ heresy” 
of that very honest and meritorious, 
yet very eccentric, individual. There 
is no evidence whatever of such having 
been the ground of the President’s 
objection. Nothing is easier, nothing 
more natural, than to conceive that 
reasons quite distinct from this, though 
not perhaps just and valid, operated to 
the exclusion of Newton’s successor 
in the Lucasian professorship.—Pp. 87 
—I4, 

The case of another Cambridge 
man, Bishop Edmund Law, is next 
considered by the dignitary ; and with 
no greater success. Could it antece- 
dently have been supposed, that a 
clergyman of Archdeacon Wrangham’s 
station, connexions, standing, and li- 
terary character, was altogether igno- 
rant of the progress of that Prelate’s 
theological sentiments, or of the varia- 
tions in the successive editions of the 
onsiderations, &e.? Still further, 
could it have been imagined, that one 
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* Familiar Letters, 339, &c. 
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who brands Unitarian Christians with 
** sciolism,” with a want of literature 
no less than of honesty, should be un- 
acquainted with the existence of a 
seventh edition of that work, in which 
is disclosed a most material change 
of the author’s opinion, in respect of 
the person of Jesus Christ? Will this 
be lightly credited, when we affirm it 
of a man, who had the best means and 
opportunities of being correctly in- 
formed on the subject, and whose 
bounden duty it was, to know and 
understand, before he rebuked? As- 
tonished as we are that the Archdeacon 
of Cleveland should be thus disquali- 
fied for estimating the writings and 
opinions of Bishop Edmund Law, we 
can scarcely regret the circumstance, 
when we tae to the opportunity of 
which the author of the ‘‘ Three Ad- 
ditional Letters” has so properly avail- 
ed himself of laying the naked truth 
before his readers. 

** Has,” he asks, “ the Archdeacon of 
Cleveland forgotten—for he may be of. 
fended, if I suspect him of the sciolism 
of vever having known—that Bishop Law 
published not only a sirth but a SEVENTH 
edition of his Considerations ; frou which 
every passage you have quoted, or referred 
fo, i#@ expunged! . And not only these, 
bat every other, which the siztA coutain- 
ed of a similar complexion ?"°—P. 99. 

The date of the serenté or Carlisle 
edition of the Considerations, of which 
that of 1820 is substantially a reprint,* 
we perceive to be 1784. This was 
about three years before the venerable 
Prelate’s death. In the interval, Paley 
dedicated to him (Feb. 1785) the 
* Principles of Moral and Political 
Philosophy ;” whence we are justitied 
in concluding, that Bishop Law re- 
mained in full possession of his intel- 
lectual faculties—a conclusion which 
is strengthened by the “Short Me- 
moir” ot him from the same pen. 

De. Whitby’s Lase Thoughts, or, 
as Archdeacon Wrangham styles them, 
his “ Postreme Thoughts,” now come 
to be discussed. Concerning these 
the _dignitary's ** moderation,” ac- 
cording to his own account, is “ al- 
most,” according to Mr. Wellbe. 
loved’s, “ altogether” disturbed, when 
he hears “it sturdily maintained that 
A whole rabble of arguments, suddenly 


ee enema: 


* Mon Repos. XV. 524. The edition 
1820, retains the errors of the press, 


bursting upon him in his senility (th 
poor old man lived to the age of eighty. 
eight) had fairly encountered, and by 
mere superiority of force overset his 
preceding and long-maintained os. 
clusions.” 

The writer of the “ Three Adé. 
tional Letters,” puts the matter upea 
what is obviously the fair issue: 


“ May I be perinitted to ask, Sir, 
whether you are acquainted with th 
* Postreme Thoughts’ of the venerabk 
Precentor of Sarum? And may I & 
further permitted to request, that yor 
will point out the passages in that work, 
that discover even a comparative decrep 
tude of understanding? None such, | 
confess, are apparent to me. It bean 
testimony throughout to an intellect 
vigorous, to say the least, and to a judg. 
ment as sound, as mark his Commentary, 
or any of his preceding writings.”—Pp 
103, 104. 


With Rosert Rosrnson, Mr. Wel 
beloved cannot part as a Unitarian, 
though he is by no means inclined & 
rank him Among the //ustrissimi of 
Socinianism. Our author’s remark 
on the writings, sentiments and cht j 
racter of that very ingenious and elo | 
quent advocate of civil and religious 
liberty, are distinguished by his usud | 
accuracy and good sense. Robinson, ~ 
we have no doubt, became an Une 
tarian, in opposition to an Athanasian. 
But scriptural criticism and interpre 
tation were not those departments # 
theological literature in which he e 
celled, or with which indeed he hw: : 
cultivated much acquaintance. What 
Lardner says of Dr. Watts, is true® 
Robinson, “ he had never been use 
to a proper way of reasoning on s# 
a subject”* as the Divinity of Chrut, 


his Plea for which is declamation, antl 


not argument. +—Pp. 106, &c. 


* Mon. Repos. VIII. 721. 

+ “ He does not appear to me (0 & 
derstand the controversy about the Tf 
nity; and has misapplied several tex, 
which | have taken the liberty of pow © 


out to him. He frequently contradict Be 
himself, being in some parts of his Rh 77 


formance a Sabellian, while in others 
seems to favour the 4thanasian ductrist. 
In reality, | take him to be a Se 

or else | do not understand bim.” 

was Mr. Orton's opinion of Robinset’ 
famous work, Letters to Stedmad, 
XXV. How different from Sir Jo 
Stonhouse’s’ Lettersto Ib. No. XXNI¥ 
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rhe writer of the “ Three Additional 
Letters” adds, 

« As | have not claimed for the Uni- 
tarians, the association of the distinguish- 
ed names of Simon Episcopius and Con- 
aap Vorstivs, I do not feel myself called 
upon to inquire, whether they were rightly 
or wrongly ‘both characterized in their 
day as Sociniaus’ Nor am I bound to 
contend for Grorius, HoapLy, or Cnit- 
rixewortH. I do not profess to holda 
eeneral retainer for Unitarian writers of 
all ages and nations; nor does my avowed 
object require that I should justify every 
position which any of them may have ad- 
vanced, or contest with you every point 
which you may choose to moot.”—P. 111. 


It is not unknown to our readers, 
that Mr. Wellbeloved has engaged in 
a translation of the Scriptures, for the 
use of families ; and that, in the pro- 
gress of this extremely laborious task, 
he has nearly completed his version of 
the Pentateuch. For such an under- 
taking he possesses qualifications, 
which seldom meet in a single indivi- 
dual—an intimate knowledge of the 
original languages, of scriptural phra- 
seology, antiquities, &c., great dili- 
gence, sound judgment, a pure and 
elegant taste, and, not least, a so- 
briety of mind, a spirit of devotion, 
Seriousness and impartiality, which 
does not permit him to lay before 
the world what he has not previously 
and deliberately weighed, as in “‘ the 
balance of the sanctuary.” Such is 
the man at whom, and at whose highly 
meritorious services, the Archdeacon 
of Cleveland allows himself to sneer. 
Gur author’s reply to the dignitary’s 
sarcasms, is full of manly independ- 
ence and powerful reasoning: the con- 
clusion of it we transcribe 
alba: the motives by which I was in- 
me to enter upon the work, will, I 

» Support and animate me as I pro- 

» and afford me consolation, whatever 

may be the issue. It | prove, in any 

feet nantes, * the temporary of- 

by the mangers will be outweighed 

x ack — of the reasonable ;’ if 

a lena’ l, as many have in a greater 

taking bere failed in a similar under- 

tactlon of Aen De shall have the satis- 

g that I have been em- 

* _, at least as usefully and as suitably 

had | Profession, as I should have been 

ny ten or twelve years upon 

a ~~ A ae wr or devoted myself 

the hist y of the orators and poets, 
Orians and philosophers’ of G 

and Rome,”.p 3 OF urtece 

Pp, 116, 117. 
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On another subject, which Arch- 
deacon Wrangham has thought pro- 
per to introduce, the author of the 
“Three Additional Letters,” writes 
with his characteristic modesty, and, 
at the same time, with a just repre- 
hension of the dignitary’s want of 
courtesy and violation of decorum. 
From some language of Dr. Carpen- 
ter’s, Which this gentleman has mis- 
understood and misapplied, occasion 
is taken in the Appendix of 1823, to 
speak ironically of ** Mr. Wellbeloved’s 
erudition,” &c., &e. A personality so 
disgraceful to the individual mani- 
festing it, could not be allowed to pass 
uncensured : ‘ 


“ fudeed, Sir, Dr. Carpenter has given 
the world no such assarance of ‘ Mr. Well- 
beloved’s erudition ;’ nor has he said, 
that any persons are engaged with him 
in the study of the Greek tragedians, his- 
torians and philosophers. He has indeed 
inserted ‘a statement of the course of 
biblical study pursued in the Academical 
Institution at York,’ but, with the ex- 
ception of one or two epithets, which I 
sincerely wish he had not used, he has 
passed no encomium on myself; and for 
this | do most cordially thank him. ‘The 
passage which you have cited, was not 
intended for me; and [ assure you I have 
too great a dislike to compliments, to ap- 
propriate to myself any thing ofthat na- 
ture, which belongs to another, What 
you have converted into a sarcasm aud a 
sneer, was designed by Dr. Carpenter, to 
be a merited encomium on one whom [ 
have not only the happiness to call a 
friend, and a colleague, but to reckon 
among the members of my family, and 
who, excluded as he bas been, and that I 
repeat, unjustly, from the ‘ national halls 
of learning,’ is inferior to the Archdeacon 
of Cleveland himself only in station and 
in years.”"—Pp. 118, 119. 

The third and concluding Letter, in 
this pamphlet, is appropriated to a 
notice of the Archdeacon of Cleve- 
land’s further arguments in behalf of 
the Trinitarian doctrine. We shall 
here copy a few sentences in which his 
opponent exactly describes the state 
of the controversy, in modern times : 


“Be it the grace and glory of our 
adversaries’ (thus you begin that part of 
your Appendix [p 69] to which I am now 
to attend) ‘ to straggle for the transposi- 
tion of a comma, or the extrusion of a 
medial line in a Greek capital. It is not 
upon the niceties of philology, however 
exactly established, t we place the 
corner-stone of Christianity.’ No, Sir, 
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vou only struggle for the retaining of a 
medial line in a Greek capital against 
the authority of the most ancient Greek 
MSS., the oldest versions, the most an- 
client Fathers, both Greek and Latin, as 
is evident from their comments, and all 
internal evidence; and make it your 
* grace and glory’ to establish ‘our Sa- 
viour’s Deity,’ by the niceties of the doc- 
trine of the Greek article, by the ‘ Canon 
of Suppression,’ applied to¢, %, To. ‘There 
is an important difference between us, 
which, however, never seems to occur to 
you, that we have recourse to such ‘ nice- 
ties of philology,’ only in self-defence ; 
whereas your system cannot stand with. 
out them, however you may affect to call 
them ‘ subordinate evidences,.’” — Pp. 
121, 123. 

Archdeacon Wrangham professes 
indeed to have ‘“* sturdier arguments” 
at his command; “ the announcing star, 
the ministering angel, the initiatory 
baptisin, the commemorative supper, 
the brightness of ‘Tabor, the darkness 
of Calvary, the rending vail, the quak- 
ing earth, and the opening grave.” 
This and similar flourishing (for it is 
nothing better) the writer of the 
* Three Additional Letters” fully ex- 
poses; in accomplishing which object, 
he proves the incompetency of his op- 
ponent, as a commentator on the Scrip- 
tures. —Pp. 122—145. 

The remainder of the third Letter, 
is chiefly occupied by a few questions 
concerning the doctrine of the Trinity : 
they are proposed for the dignitary’s 
solution; and their pertinency and 
force are such, that we should be hap- 
py to see them printed separately, and 
put into general circulation. 

Of the last paragraph of the “‘ Three 
Additional Letters,”’ we shall copy the 
greater portion : y 


es 


* With these Letters,” says Mr. Well- 
beloved, “ the controversy also, on my 
part closes. Lentered upon it with reluc- 
tance; | have pursued it with very painful 
emotions; and I gladly relinquish it for 
ever. Yet, Sir, if you are dispoved calmly 
and seriously to discuss the evidence of 
Uultarianism, on the ground cither of 
Scripture or of ancient testimony, or of 
both; and on the condition of mingling 
with it nothing of a personal nature, no- 
thing relatme to the supposed conse. 
quences of the doctrine, or of the talent 
and character of those who profess it; 
such is the importance of the subject, | 
should pot feel myrelf at liberty to de. 
clime the defence of what | hold to be 
* the taith which was once delivered unto 





the saints.” But to nothing in the way 
of banter or sarcasm, to nothing ap. 
proaching to the style and temper of your 
last two charges, their appendixes apd 
notes, from whatever quarter they my 
come, will I attend again.”"—Pp, 137, 
158. 


Although we have now placed be. 
fore our’ readers a view of Mr. Well. 
beloved’s two sets of Letters, our sense 
of duty requires that we add a few 
observations on this controversy; on 
the state of things, whence it has 
arisen; on the manner in which it has 
been pursued; on its nature and its 
merits, relatively to some other local 
or public controversies on the same 
general topics, and on the lessons 
which it addresses to future comba- 
tants. Such a series of remarks we 
shall hope to insert in a following 
Number of this work. 

te 
Arr. I]1.—Sermons on the Study of 
the Bible and on the Doctrines of 

Christianity, as taught by our Lord 

Jesus Christ. With an Append. 

By Wm. Bruce, D. D., Senior Mi 

nister of the First Presbyterian Coo- 

gregation, Belfast. Belfast, printed 

hy John Hodgson, S8vo. pp. 322. 

1824. 
apes volume is in one respect 4 

novelty. It is an exposition and 
defence of the system of Christian 
doctrine denominated Arianism, which 
for the last quarter of a century has 
been left by its prof ssors to rest 
quietly upon its own merits. This 
system, we learn from Dr. Bruce’ 
Epistle Dedicatory to his congregation, 
has been inculeated from the pulpit, 
which he so respectably occupies, for 
a century past, and by himself for 
more than a third of that time. He 
now publishes these Sermons at the 
request of his hearers, as a record o# 
their religious principles, and ‘ alse 
for the consideration of those whe 
differ from’’ them. 


‘‘In these controversial times, indir 
duals and societies are called upon © 
make their sentiments known, and # 
minister may deem it his duty te 
people, to explain himself in a form mer 
precise and permanent than oral inst 
tion, This is particularly expedieut ia 
those who profess free inquiry, and 
neither creed nor confession, articles oe 
doctrinal catechism, but the word ¢ 
God alone,” —Epistle Dedieatory, P-* 
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Dr. Bruce congratulates his people 
on their religious liberty in terms be- 
coming a Protestant Dissenter. He 
avows, that as a preacher he has been 
aceustomed to put himself under some 
restraint, “‘ afraid of singularity.” 
Yet he alleges that “ this volume is 
not composed on the plan of any prior 
system—it is consistent only with it- 
self and the gospel,”—and adds, with 
questionable consistency, 


The doctrines recommended in these 
sermous are the same that were formerly 
inculeated by those eminent ministers, 
Haliday and my Grandfather, Drennan 
and Brown, Mackay and Crombie; and 
lastly, by myself and my son, with such 
variations as must be expected in men 
ueither shackled by subscriptions nor 
cuided by formularies. Of the principles 
of older ministers, Kirkpatrick, M‘Bride 
and Adair, all distinguished men in their 
day, and their predecessors, | am not 
competent to speak with precision, With 
similar allowance, they have been main- 
tained by the Presbytery of Antrim for 
the same period; and have long pre- 
vailed in the Synod of Munster, and 
among the Presbyterians of England, 
though, in that country, lately mingled 
with Socinianism. ‘They are making ex- 
tensive though silent progress through 
the General Synod of Ulster. They have 
been gaining ground in Geneva, the birth- 
place of Calvinism, since the commence- 
ment of the last century, and have now 
obtained the ascendency. They are widely 
diffused among the academies and congre- 
gations of the French Protestants, the 
Dutch churches, and the United States of 
America.”—Ep. Ded, pp. ii. iii. 


_ We cannot pass over the term “ So- 
cmanism” here used by Dr. Bruce. 
He surely knows that is not at all up- 
plicable to the system which he means 
to designate. The Arians of the pre- 
sent day might with less im ropriety 
be called after the Polish Reformer 
majority of the English Uni- 

en name, it may be suid, 
consequence ; but take away 

naines, and what becomes of theolo- 
. ‘distinctions? The use of words 
vaia, if they be not used correctly ; 
we shall not appeal in vain to a 

of so Catholic a spirit as Dr. 

me asking him whether some 
. “O het encourage an unkind 

, aud whether in /reland the 
ecviption wuaGon be not of this de- 


Our readers 
. may recollect that in 
OL, XX. Z 
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the minutes of the Synod of Ulster 
for the last year, (Mon. Repos, XIX. 
635,) there is a formal contradiction 
of Dr. Bruce’s statement of the pro- 
gress of Arianism in that ecclesiastical 
district. We have not heard whether 
our author has published any justifi- 
cation of his assertion. It is, perhaps, 
so notorious as to need no confirma- 
tion. A Synod may, according to the 
most approved recipes, make declura- 
tions which any honourable individual 
of the number would not hazard on 
his own responsibility. 

The author further reminds his 
hearers, that @s they have in these 
sermons his opinions on Christian 
doctrine, so they have his sentiments 
on natural religion in his treatise on 
the being and attributes of God, pub- 
lished at Belfast in ISLS, and his 
thoughts en Church Government in 
the Appendix to ‘Towgood’s Dissent- 
ing Gentleman’s Letters, printed at 
Newry, in 1816, which was made use 
of in the history that we gave in our 
last volume (pp. 641, 705) of the Irish 
Presbyterians.* 

The Sermons are on the following 
subjects : I. On the Study of the Bi- 
ble. II. On the most profitable mode 
of Reading the Bible. TIL. On the 
Interpretation of the Bible. TV. On 
Mysteries. V. On our Saviour’s Doc- 
trine concerning God. VI. On our 
Saviour’s Doctrine concerning himself 
and the Holy Spirit. Vil. On the 
Pre-existence and Example of Christ. 
VIET. On the Intercession of Christ. 
IX. On Predestination, Election and 
Reprobation. X. On Original Sin. 
XI. On Atonement. XII. The same 
Subject continued. XULE On Univer- 
sal Redemption and Futare Punish- 
men. XIV. On the Nevessity of Re- 
dempiion. The Appendix consists of 
notes chiefly extracts from the writings 
of Divines. 

We are much pleased with the Ser- 


* In a list of the author's publications 
at the end of the volume, the only work 
of his not introduced above, is ** Literary 
Essays on the Influence of Political Re- 
volutions on the Progress of Religion and 
Learning ; and on the Advantages of 
Classical Education,” Belfast, 1818. A 
second list consists of works that he 
has edited, or at least recommends, and 
amongst these are, Dr. Price's Sermous 
on the Christian Doctrine, and Mr. Pal- 
mer’s Protestant Dissenters’ Catechism. 
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Tipe) son the hel riptures : thes 
Protestant Dhere are pissages wine 
think, bear the test of a 


AS 
Wiilecil 


will not, we 
some 


really surprise Us, even W tile we con- 


severe eriticism ; anid 
j ; 
Sermons as 4 puinm § 
but with au few eAvCt pti is these ilis- 
smicht be read by al! Christians 


sfaction and to edi ation. 


course 
with satt I 

lo the commonre ul r of the Bibl -* 
Dr Dru 


i ! roretiuy 


res oumnends thie pall ol 
scripture by scripture 
.. = : 

the advice howeve r, as he PCIe LOusTy 

reinaras, I quires some modification 
anil limmat tion, for there may be a ¢ 

cided 

: m- } ‘ 

tween two texts in the oriinal, tha 


in the trans- 


contrariety or agreement be- 


may not be perceptible 


lation. 


** For exa r/ ly 
sil to haw ( ly rit } 
! i! Tl a het > ! 
\ init yr to WwW hip him But 
! h the ¢ n ft " t . j 
wdoration, it more frequently implies 


fis uni- 


ble, in its origi- 


pai sense, to if lie; otten in the Old 
Testament, and twice in the New, Matt. 
Viti. aie _ | ‘lis wented him,” | ae 


ud | Thess. iv. 15, ** We, who are alive, 


shall not pi enf them that are asleep = 
ji gfion SVbOoOnV IOUS with condem 
t 1; but it is sometimes used for eter- 
t . id at othe: te porar Con lemna 
tion. Derifand demon ai expre lby two 
words in the Greek, whi h are both trans 
sted é; and d@, in Greek, } tw 
" ‘ , t act ‘ This will serve a 
1 i to 1 «at teeth Fe iitist 
t »rhiuch re i t in h mm verbal! 
When he finds, t { ’ f aso 
we atic a ¢ ‘ and is 
now l to hie he will | 
ont guard ut o | ! } th 4 
indy foundat s the disputed 
umn of word ""——Pp. 4], 42 


with evident pro- 
priety, lays down the position, “* th 


, 
‘ * eal 


(Christian doctrine from the words of 
Jesus as recorded in the four Guos- 
pels,” and with regard to those por- 
tone of holy writ, to which nothing 
occurs in the 
(Christ, he proposes the following ad 


’ ~ ea > 
tirable rules 


3 
} rae 


When they atv SUSCELD If), ‘ 


ferent interpretations, you should 
ire “wT, inciine to that whi h 


best with the attributes of God, as dis- 


language of 


A (he Study uf the / 


coverable bv reason, or more dist 
revealed in the sac d books, Cepecalr 
the New ‘Testament: not looking out fe 
dark phrases, or obscure hints; but dwe 
ling on those crand and amiable repr. 
seutations 


the Bible. 
rt 


which abound in every part 
\ny doctrines, that are dir 
piugnant to these, we may safely rn 
We should also prefer such views of 


ligion as are most conducive to 


aie 
morals in genera! ; particularly to te 
perance and purity in mind and body; t 
eh, : ’ 


good of s ciety, and the Wellart 
mankind at larve; ind especially to ¢ 
ritvand brother:y love; because we ky 
that these are a 
God, and earnestly enjoined by our Lor 
and that ¢hey cannot contradict th 
selves. Nothing can be 
tauvht than these doctrine SS: nor cand 
“conse Of St ripturs be true, that iS TNCOT 


stent with them.” 


rreeable to the will 


nore cle al 


—Pp 50, St. 
We cannot but regard the author 


as being at variance with himself when 


in a manly tone he conde nns implies 
faith, (pp. 55, 56,) and when a litte 
before he dissnades the reader from 
resorting to commentators and cop- 
troversial writers. Is not the protest 
ugainst controversy of mnuch the sam 
nature as the objection to the use @ 
reason in religion? Lay aside contre 
versy, and what follows but ignoranet 
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and credulity and a blind submission 
to human authority? Dr. Bruce al. 
lows the utility of paraphrases ot 
Scripture. Now, for our own part, 
we confess that paraphrasts are the 
least to our liking of all biblical expe 
sitors: we know but of one whom, 
upon the whole, we can read with s& 
tisfaction, and him, we fear, Dr. Bruce 
would not admit amongst his uselw! 
guides; we refer to Mr. Belsham, 
Whose paraphrase of Paul’s Epistles 

roaches nearer to our idea of the 
lection of this species of writing 
un any thing of the same kind tha: 
We are acquainted with. But, aga, 
we apprehend that the last-names 

blieal critic would not be flattere 
try being placed in a list of comme 
tulors, auswe ring to the following de- 
semption, in which we cannot he!lp 
marking by italics some expressions 
that e ther appear to be jnconsstes 
with other passages of the Sermon, 
or are not quite intelligible : 


} 
‘ 
I 


‘Hut there are some paraphrase «whit 


express the sense of Scripture in plainer, 
more intelligible, or more modern 


cuace than our translation, withoul @ 














lergiag on particular topics. These may 
he applied to with profit, if their authors 
be men of liberal sentiments, and not 
servilely devoted to any particular sect o1 
denomination. Of this class are some 
of the most distinguished authors in our 
lneuage,and most eminent philosophers 
of modern times, neither influenced by 
ectarian prejudices, nor fettered by pro- 
fessional trammels. There are some men 
of this character in almost every church ; 
men whe, from principle, pregudice or 
interest, adhere to its forms and doctrines 
in general, but keep themselves at liberty 
two exercise the right of private judgment 
on particular questions. These authors, 
though justly chargeable with some degree 
of insincerity by their respective churches, 
and of timidity by more resolute Chris- 
thins, are, upon the whole, among the 
safest guiles."°—P. 53, 

That the reader may not hence sup- 
pose that Dr. Bruce recommends ab- 
solute religious indifference, or palli- 
ales insincerity in divines, we feel it 
a duty to quote, and have great plea- 
sure in quoting, the following sen- 
tences, worthy of one who holds that 
the Bible only is the religion of P 
testants : 


re 


* Much less can you expect a candid 
opinion on controverted questions from 
one, Who, in his youth, has solemnly 
engaged not to deviate from some human 
Creed, or has bound himself by sf@bscrip- 
tions to maintain certain articles aud 
coufessions of faith.’—P. 54. 

“ Many would esteem it a sin to be 
‘cen in any church different from their 
own; and an abomination to read a 
lela written by one of an Opposite per- 
“Mision: so that implicit faith is no 
longer the peculiar characteristic of the 
Romish communion. It is equally pre- 
valent among Protestants of this deseripe 
a aud renders them equally invulner- 
“me to reason, and inaccessible to argu- 
meet, “—=Pp. 55, 56. 

Re If there be any thing that you can- 

compre hend, don’t pretend to com- 
prehend it, nor talk unintelligibly, to 
“ep §p a character for knowledge or 
wrthodoxy ; but frankly and candidly con- 
will” at yee do not understand it, and 
which ma it amoug those secret things 
a 10d has rese 


oi, 


rved to himself.”"— 


agen delivers some good coun- 
he had def -)on Mysteries. Wew ish 
tural sen ned more exactly the scrip- 
. to of the word: he appears 
the tre between the popular and 

eeeuse, A mystery wm the New 


Review. —Bruce’s Sermons on the Study of the Bible. 






































































Testament is a secret truth, 1 oe. a 
truth once secret, but now divulged. 
Do the Evangelical writers ever speak 
of any inysteries but such as are at 
length revealed? 

The preacher makes a distinction 
between the importance of certain 
truths and the importance of our 
knowing them; a distinction which, 
however just, will form, we tear, a 
line of demareation between him and 
many of his Presbyterian brethren in 
lreland. 

* Our creation and redemption are 
the most importaut of all events to us; 
but both took place without our knowing 
any thing about their origin and cause. 
We have, nevertheless, enjoyed all the 
advantages of existence, without having 
any knowledge of the mode of our crea- 
tion ; and we enjoy the blessings of re- 
demption, without having any idea of 
the eternal counsels of the Divine mind.’ 
—Pp. 73, 74. 

“ The world could not exist for a 
moment without eravitation; nor living 
creatures, without a peculiar composi- 
tion of the atmosphere; but, it is evie 
dent, that the structure of the universe 
and the continuance of animal lite, do 
not depend upon our knov ledge of the 
atmosphere and gravitation. In like man- 
ner, the process of our salvation de- 
pended on certain determinations of the 
Divine mind, and perhaps on the peculiar 
nature and character of the Messiah; but 
certainly not on our knowledge al the 
Divine decrees, nor of the pre-existent 


nature of our Lord.’—Pp. 74, 79. 


In the Sermon (V.) on our Saviour’s 
Doctrine concerning God, Dr. Bruce 
states explicitly, but with laudable 
candour, his peculiar Christian views. 

He doubts the existence at any time 
of positive Atheism, and suggests very 
charitably that some may have fallen 
under the suspicion of it, for having 
more enlightened views on the subject 
than their contemporaries. (2. 84.) 

He says that our Lord represents 
the Almighty ‘* as essentially and 
individually One ; one person, one 
nature and essence, with one will; 
spiritual and invisible ; self-existent 
and almighty; infinitely wise, bene- 
volent and merciful.” CP. 8&8.) 

He coucludes from Christ's dis- 
courses, that ** any interpretations of 
Scripture, which represent the Father 
of all, as cruel and unjust, arbitrary 
and partial, must be erroneous, highly 
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injurious to him, and tending to coun- 
teract the effect of our Saviour’s doc- 
trine.”  (P. 91.) 

He infers from the language of 
Scripture, respecting the Divine ap- 
pearances, united with the doctrine of 
Scripture, that God is not an object 
of the human senses, that the dispen- 
sations of grace have been conducted 
by subordinate spirits, assuming the 
character and acting in the name of 
the Supreme Being: 

« Among these, our blessed Lord, the 
well-beloved Son of the Most High, 
holds the hichest rank; and it has been 
the opinion of many ot the most pious 
and learned divines, in every age of the 
Church, that to him, the conduct of the 
Divine dispensations here, has been en- 
trusted from the beginning: that he was 
the Angel of the Lord, and the Angel of 
the Covenant, and of the Presence ; that 
he conducted the Patriarchal and Mosai- 
cal lism nsations ; and, fin ally . compl ted 
the plans of Divine wisdom, by revealing 
the fulness of urace and truth in the 
Gospel; by exhibiting an example of 
those virtues and graces, by which the 
favonr of God is to be obtained ; by seal- 
ine his doctrine and mission by his death 
and resurrection ; and, by the whole of 
his ministry, bringing lite and immortality 
to lieht, and redeeming us from. the 
power of sin and the sentence of death.” 
—!’. 99. 

This is not an uninteresting theory, 
but we look in vain for any proofs of 
it in the Seriptures. Had it been the 
true doctrine, our Lord and the apos- 
tles must, in the nature of things, have 
inculeated, recurred to and expatiated 
upon “a view of Providence and 
(irace,”’ which the author denomi- 
nates “equally simple and grand :” 
where, however, in the New Testa- 
ment, is there any assertion of this 
scheme? That there are passages in 
the Gospels and Epistles which are 
reconcileable to it, and admit of an 
apparently easier exposition upon it, 
amounts to nothing; for the same 
may be said of almost every hypothesis 
that human ingenuity has sugested. 
But we need not press objections, for 
Dr. Bruce has made as ample con- 
cessions, and expressed himself with 
as much liberality, as a candid oppo- 
pent could require 


“ These convictions | 


ive beon ene 
tertatned 


both bw thos 


whe consider 
our Lord as a Ministering Spirit of the 


highest order, and by others who identi 
him, in his spiritual nature, with the Sq. 
preme God. But, as these facts have pot 
been expressly revealed, they should pot 
be enforced, as forming an indubitab 
article of faith. Nor do I wish to be, « 
to be thought, dogmatical on every ar 
cumstance connected with the process o 
redemption, There are many points, o 
which it is prudent and becoming, eve 
at my time of life, to exercise a gra 
discretion, and maintain a cautious sus. 
pense. In religion, as well as othe 
branches of know ledge, we should he. 
ther hold all things equally certain, nor 
equally uncertain; but receive them with 
a measure of assurance, proportioned t 
the evidence with which we have beep 
favoured, and the information we have 
been able to acquire. We should alway 
make a distinction between the scheme of 
redemption, on the part of God and 
Christ, and the Covenant of Grace b&. 
tween God and Man; and remembe 
that mysteries can make no part ofa 
Covenant.”—P. 100, 


We shall return on another occasioa 
to this interesting volume. 


———— 


Art. III].—2A Brief Account of bar 
Unitarians, with Observations @ 
the Rev. Edward Manley’s Auswe 
to Thirty-Five (uestions propose 
hy a Unitarian. By the Author o 
an Appeal to Scripture and Traé- 
tion. 12mo. pp. 68. Hunter. 

Art. IV.—A Word at Parting, a6 
Letter to the Rev. Edicard Mania: 
being a Sequel to the Brief Accows 
of the Unitarians, &c. &e. By the 
Same. 12mo, pp. 48. Hunter. 


f doney that have read the “Ap 
peal to Scripture and Tradition 
on behalf of the Unitarian Faith,” # 
our review of it (Vol. XIV. pp. #1 
500), need not be assured that thee 
controversial pamphlets are worthy 0 
attention. “ 
The “ Brief Account” is a spine 
sketch of the history of the Unitans 
doctrine. The author is not afray 
either to expose the intolerance & 
dishonesty of the enemies of the i 
faith of the gospel, or to avow his de 
sent from some of the conclusions © 
its most able and respectable adve- 
cates. 


Mr. Manley, following in the ste | 


of some of his ecclesiastical superio® 
had said, that the answers give® 














| = = 


taitarians to the scriptural objections 
of their opponents were no answers, 
but mere evasions of the truth by 
means of false translations, false quo- 
tations, interpolations and the like: 
on which the author before us ob- 
serves, 

“ Are Acts ii. 22, and x. 38, and iv. 
97. and xvii. 24, or are Jodn viii. 40, 


mts 


and xiv. 1, 10, and xvii. 3, ‘ false trans- 
lations’ or * interpolations’ ? 

“Are the false readings pointed out 
by Mr. Lindsey, as retained in the autho- 
rized Bible version, proved to be such by 
reference to the oldest MS. and to the 
original Greek, or are they not ? 

* Do not the Church of England Clergy 
retain and defend the text of the three 
heavenly witnesses, 1 John v. 7, though 
it was proved to be spurious by Sir Isaac 
Newton, and though it is rejected by 
Michaélis ? 

“Have not the Unitarians, whenever 
they have proposed a revised reading, 
stated their authorities ? 

* Was not an edition of the Greck 
Testament published in 1409, by Dr. 
Dakins, and dedicated to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, which, professing to be 
founded on the text of Griesbach, the 
most diligent aud accurate collator of 
ancient copies, yet retained such readings 
as were marked in that edition as spu- 
rious, whenever they appeared to counte- 
nance the system of orthodox theology ?” 
—Pp. 27, 28. ; 

_ The author describes, with a glow- 
ing pencil, the different effects on the 
devotional feelings of the reputed or- 
thodox and the scriptural schemes of 

theology : 
_ “Tf we must believe that God exists 
in three, who are only one from bearing 
acommon name and sharing a common 
nature, and who possess distinct attri- 
butes, and have therefore claims, differ- 
mg iu condition and degree, on the fear 
and love of human creatures; and if in 
addition to this perplexing theory, in- 
volving all the consequences of open 
polytheism, we construe, by the letter, 
the personal figures of Jewish allegorists, 
re ona a Semi God of evil, and a my- 
“y of demoniacal agents, having 
power in the moral, and, as some say, 
ran in the physical creation of the bless- 
whe opposing his laws, interfering 
* government, and supernaturally 
Pe a the minds of his rational 
to exehed — suggestion of crime, then 
. st. rede eaven, and the hierarchy 
redhead tr, a saints, and the breaden 
~ccahas nsmuted and devoured, and 
fats of sorcery, and the spells 
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and transformations of witchcraft, were 
an unreasonable scepticism, and an in- 
consequent scruple. It is this * wood, 
hay, stubble,’ built on the foundation 
of Jesus Christ, which presses, like a 
mountain of adamant, on his pure and 
simple gospel: which makes our babes 
and sucklings, out of Whose mouths their 
Father ordained praise, shrink at the 
name of the God from whom they are 
told that Christ has saved them, and 
tremble at God's malignant and omni- 
present rival in the solitude of darkness : 
which has driven the reflecting aduit to 
seck rest for his foot in the baseless va- 
cuity of Deism, or to shrowd himself in 
the blind blackness of Atheism from the 
aspect of a maleficent Creator. To him 
who, in this painful and mutable scene 
of existence, feels his heart sink within 
him, and his intellect reel at the tene- 
brous interpretings and jarring dogmas 
of the credulous in creeds, to him I 
would reiterate the injunction of the au 
thor of the * Oracles of God,’ and come 
mend the study of the word; ‘the Lord 
that created the heavens, God himself, 
that formed the earth and created man 
upon it,’ that same Lord and God, 
who * will not give his glory to another,’ 
‘who ruleth over all, and whose tender 
mercies are over all his works,’ will at 
once speak peace to him in the consoling 
assurance that heis one; there is no other 
God the Saviour; no other God the Sanc- 
tifier; but one and the same God is the 
Father, and Sanctifier, and Redeemer ; 
‘there is no God else beside me; a just 
God and a Saviour, there is none beside 
me ;’ /saiah xlv. 21. 6 To whom then 
will ye LikeN me, or shall IT be BouAL, 
saith the holy ong ?’ xl. 25.—Pp. 66, 67. 


The ‘* Word at parting” is in every 
page and every sentence ad rem. In 
reply to a ludicrous creed put into the 
lips of the Unitarian by Mr. Manley, 
the author gives the true Unitarian 
creed, of which we can only spare 
room for one article, the 9th, 

‘“*T believe in the Son of God, but not 
that this title implies an eternal filiation 
of nature. If the miraculous conception 
be adduced, it is still a human sonship, 
and ‘ this day | have begotten thee,” if 
referring to this, and not to the ‘ elec- 
tion’ of Christ, or to his being ‘ born 
from the dead,’ cannot relate to au cter- 
nal generation, but to one intime. The 
miraculous birth of Jesus by the over- 
shadowing of God's spirit or power can 
no more prove his pre-existence, than 
the miraculous birth of Isaac, or John 
the Baptist can prove theirs. They who 
think the narrative irreconcileable with 
the rest of the gospels, in which Jesus 
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the great exertions which are now 
press. King for the conversion of the na- " 
our mm = M rf » of India to ¢ uristianity’’—-ex- te 
: . We OF Is Varied iow. tens to p. 40. He arranges these wh 
tT : . . oper >, HU r, Fe- exertions under two classes, the direct 
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the lead. Many versions have been 
made; but it is the opinion of Mr. 
Adam, (p.9,) that ** if the sume ex- 
ertions had been made withia a inore 
limited range, the result, if less splen- 
did, would have been more satistac- 
tory and useful.” The information 
given, as to the system adopted, at 
least at Serampore, will probably lead 
the Bible Society to the conviction, 
that it is of great moment that these 
various translations should be most 
carefully revised. The first edition 
of the Bengallee was marked with 
“vross blunders,” and though these 
have been principally corrected in 
subsequent editions, yet they must 
have influenced the transletions made 
trom it as the original basis. Having 
obtained a version of the New ‘Testa- 
went in one language, when a trans- 
lation was required in another, Dr. 
Carey procured a Pundit skilled in 
both,* and put into his hands that 
already made, directing him to trans- 
ue from one ito the other. If the 
Paudit understood Bengallee, that was 
of course the basis; if not, some other 
translation ; and it is reasonable “* to 


suppose,” (p. 11,) “ that the sense of 


Seripture must be very much diluted 
ia Giese successive translations.’’? ‘The 
only redeeming circumstance is, (p. 
12.) that all the versions receive the 
inal corrections of Dr. Carey; but 
whatever his efforts and knowledge, it 
is nearly lmpossible that the Serip- 
teres can be duly represented in trans- 
iations so made. + 

: Mr. Adam does not profess to have 
obtamed full information respecting 


, : “ pundit means a learned man; and 
wngh it has come (like Reverend or 
oe for) amoug us, to describe rather the 
yolession than the attainments of the 
‘wdividual, it still implies his knowledge 
% Sanskrit, P, 12, . 

' r Vhere is reason to fear that, in nu- 
merous lustances, vastly too much hasie 
r ~ been made in the work ot translation, 
Gificult as it is even where a competent 
‘vowledge of the original ro possessed by 
are Ma wapeand, and the languaye into 
Poy. he translates is vernacular. One 
: rs intelligent Persians whose visit to 
on am Was lormerly noticed by us, re- 
P seuted the much-applauded translation 
0 Persian 
‘rt . 

md Ae Emperor himself, as deati- 
tained for ee which would have 
tanks of the onder spect of the cultivated 

ersians, 
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» Commended for reasons of 































































the mode in which the Serampore 
translations have been executed; but 
what he states Is enongh to authorize 
the demand, ou the part of those who 
supply the funds, for more minute 
information. The following extract 


is itself sufficient to shew the need of 


explanation at least: 


“A very extraordinary circumstance 
respecting one of the Serampore versions 
was related to me by the Rev. Mr. Bard- 
well, whom [ had frequent opportunities 
of seeing in Calcutta, just before his re- 
turn to the United States, and to whom 
I refer you for the confirmation of the 
following statement. ‘The Kunken lan- 
guage is described by the Serampore Mis- 
siouarics as spoken on the western coast 
of India, somewhere, | think, between 
Bombay and Goa, and into this language 
they have made considerable progress 
in translating the Scriptures. But Mr. 
Bardwell declared to me, and, as he 
informed me, to the Serampore Mission- 
aries themselves, that, after all the in- 
quiries which he and his brethren had 
made respecting it, both amongst Euro- 
peans and natives, no traces of such a 
language could be found, Whether the 
Bombay Missionaries were not sufficiently 
strict in their inquiries, or whether the 
language is a new one, invented by the 
native translator for his own purposes, 
may to some appear doubtful. [confess 
wvself inclined to adopt the latter alter- 
native.’"—Pp. 12, 13. 

The second direct means of extend- 
ing Christianity, adopted by the Mis- 
sionaries, is the publication of Chris- 
tian ‘Tracts. Mr. Adam gives an ex- 
tract from the first Report of the 
Bengal Auxiliary Missionary Society, 
containing the titles of those which 
had been published in Bengallee ; and 
thus proceeds : 

‘‘ Such is an account which the Mis- 
sionaries themselves have given of the 
subjects of their tracts, [| have read all 
that are mentioned in the above extract, 
and several others besides, aud, with the 
exception of such as contain simple scrip- 
ture language, or a simple statement of 
scripture facts, my upinion of them is, 
that they are for the most part either 
mystical, or puerile, o1 both; which last 
is the character of three tracts, not long 
since published by the same Societ, 
which spiritualize a voyage from England, 
a journey to heaven, and an account ot 
the compass. There is scarcely oue fit 
to be put into the hands of a native of 
understanding and reflection, and only 


one, viz, that mentioued above under the 
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f ‘ tite of Which Shastro should be obeyed, the country, at least four or five h 
' hao ja which even an attempt is made to could not make themselves understood \ 
| ' prove the truth of Christianity ; as if it if they addressed a native congregs. : 
: 4 ; necessarily followed that Christianity 1s tion, ~ Mr. Adam, with some others. a 
be 5 true because Hindooism is false, Or aS! qayoted himself to native preaching; i 
. i ; nt the Hindoos were required or expected but he was of opinion that the igno. t 
HY - i od ate a new penigion from ( hristian rant were unprepared; and, on the p 
i Missionaries without the offer of prooi ‘J 
: - ea other hand, his brethren could not be p 
4 4 aud scarcely even the permission to ob- , . 
; | ject."—Pp. 15, 16. induced to approve of the plans by » 
which he wished to lead the wealth: al 
Mr. Adam was himself engaged in’ and the learned to hear the gospel 
preparing two tracts in the native lan- This brought about a separation of di 
guages; one, in Bengallee, consisting their labours s but this separation (he a 
of parts of Macknight’s Harmony, the appears desirous, on account of the st 
other in Sunskrit, designed as an in- misrepresentations which have bees ta 
troduction to a series of tracts on the made of the fact, to have clearly u- et 
Evidences of Christianity. The plan derstood), was prior to, and uncon of 
he adopted was very creditable to his pected with, his expulsion from their fe 
judgment, as the statement of it is) communion, which was owing to th m 
marked with ingenuousness. alteration of his views on the Trinity. | ~ 
“The mention of these two tracts Native preaching contrary, surely, -- 
leads me to a remark which is not unim- to What must be the calculation . R. 
portant in estimatiog the quantity of Mis- most who subscribe to the Hast-India fol 
sionary exertion. [ was not, in the full Missionary service), is but little prac: . 
and proper seuse of the term, the author tised by europeans. ludeed, ‘ 
of these tracts; at least the Pundit whom “ Respecting European Missionaries, inc 
| employed to assist me in my uative it may in general be observed, that © un! 
studies was as much the author of them any are engaged in condacting board Ch 
as | was, if not more so, I communl- ing schools and printing-offices, in teach- he 
cated to him, as clearly as I could, in his ing charity-schools supported by public ont 
own language, the idea which I wished contributions, in superintending wativ _ 
to convey, while he, retaining only the schools supported by Government funds siti 
idea and rejecting my erroneous or im-  o- by voluntary subscriptions and dom har 
perfect CAPressions, wrote it down in a tions. in preaching to English congregy of 
purer idiom and an easier construction, ieee onal discharging other pastoral du- car 
by hot permitting wy | thing tO pass ties, in editing periodical works of a bel 
without fully understanding it, | checked lizious and literary character, aud in | 
him whew be had misconeived my mean~ Foye ether religions and path ay 
proving the expression; and he, on the pry ed and tac as A tie to ~ 
other hand, by starting objections, sonmie- peal “ -~ ae — ' ine ‘tment & pu 
; naan loll bo the lmasecoment of the ide: to native preaching ; a Gepal nic “ cor 
. StEnSS Uas aPTOOCENS GF * Missionary labour which imposes so me exe 
ihet wih which Had fuvished in, U hate farigue of tady and exertion of ak |) 
i! of the Missionary tracts have been drewa that those whe zealously aber ity 
i up ia the same, or in sume similar war 2 wust be indisposed - well a —- vai 
ori? a Pp. 16. 17. és almost every other pursuit or cigs : 
Tp. } , ment.”"—P. 20, - 
| | The third direct means of spreading From the Country-born Sub-Mix = 
. , i me « . . tan 
; the Gospel in India, is preaching it in sionaries more advantageous result she 
. ’ the native languages. This is done might reasonalily be expected, taking pul 
bs by European Missionaries, country- into account their knowledge of Be a 
Sy born Sub-Missionaries, or Native Con- glish and of the native dialects; ™ } 
verts. Among the Baptist Missiona- (p. 21) they are not, in general, he ind 
. ries, as will be recollected by all our in much respect by the natives, ne in 
: - readers, Mr. Adaw himself laboured. with some exceptions, have they be to 
Ub Sowe of these (especially Dr. Marsh- the advantages of education. | the 
; man and Mr. Ward) formerly em- The Native converts are, in clin 
hy ployed themselves in traversing the cases, at once employed in endeared” al) 
“ht country, to converse with the Hindoos ; ing to convert their idolatrous © and 
: BS tat, ter at least the last fifteen years, trymen; and (p. 23) before they hare A tien 
oy * this has been discontinued. Of those bad time to free their own minds 1 BU go, 


who have been above five years in superstitun, or to acqnire se 
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knowledge of Christianity, “‘ so as to 
he able to silence the shrewd and de- 
signing, and convince the intelligent 
and conscientious inquirer,” they are 
introduced “into scenes of angry con- 
test and disputation, in which the 
personal and devotional virtues, Just, 
perhaps, beginning to take root, arc 
sacrificed for the sake of a loud voice 
and a confident manner.” 

Of this class about thirty, who have 
distinguished themselves for zeal and 
activity, appear to be employed more 
statedly in the work ; but with respect 
to the native preachers and native 
converts in general, Mr. Adam is of 
opinion (p. 25), that ‘* they are too 
few, too poor, too ignorant, and too 
much despised by their countrymen 
to make much impression by their 
labours.” Of one of the native preach- 
ers, in connexion with the Serampore 
Baptist Missionaries, he records the 
following fact : 


“ Huridas, in a conversation with Ram- 
mohun Roy, to whose house he had gone 
uninvited, contended for the Deity of 
Christ only in the same sense in which 
he cuiented for the Deity of Krishna, 
one of the Hindoo incarnations, express- 
ing the utmost indignation at the suppo- 
sition that he had denied Krishna; and 
having evidently admitted the incarnation 
of Christ only as an addition to the in- 
carnations in which he had previously 
believed."—P, 25. 

Mr. Adam then proceeds to give 
some information respecting the cir- 
cumstances and manner in which 
public services are conducted; and 
concludes his account of the direct 
exertions to propagate Christianity, 
by expressing his belief (p. 26), ‘* that 
twill be found, that those who have 
i attention to the subject before 
caving England or America, have the 
conviction, on their arrival in Hindos- 
tan, that less is done towards the 
above specified objects, than, from the 
published accounts, they had been led 
to suppose.” ‘ 
nd pare next enters upon the 
ia whi w . es of missionary exertion, 
re — there is more for the mind 
hee ta a with satisfaction. Of 
jini Sent i the formation of 
al dan an meriogrs of which are 
Me va agg or ener 
tives. OF thie | , or principally Na- 
éfi $ last class he mentions 

en places where there are such 
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socicties, Which, he thinks, do not 
average twenty each. 


“The existence of such Socicties, 
formed for the express purpose of pro- 
moting the religious and moral improve- 
ment of the members, cannot but be at- 
tended with beneficial consequences, di- 
rectly to those connected with them, and 
indirectly to others by their example. It 
is particularly desirable that the influence 
of such examples should be felt by the 
Christian population of India, were it for 
no other purpose than to promote the 
conversion of the natives, which will be 
retarded, not ouly by the corruptions 
which continue to deface the pure system 
of Christianity, but also by the immoral 
lives of many of its professors."—P, 29. 


The second indirect means is the 
promotion of education, by establish- 
ing and superintending schools, and 
preparing works of useful informa- 
tion ; through which, in all probabi- 
lity, the greatest success must be ex- 
pected. In these exertions, others 
employ their efforts besides the Mis- 
sionaries and their various connexions. 
During the last two years (p. 35) 
Rammohun Roy, with the assistance 
of two or three friends, has supported 
a school, in which sixty Hindoo chil- 
dren receive instruction in English, 
and of which Mr. Adam is one of the 
visiters. In some of the societies for 
this object, no efforts are made to 
communicate religious instruction: in 
others this forms a part of the design. 
These various societies, Mr. Adam 
justly observes, (p. 35,) in which Eu- 
ropeans and Natives unite in seeking 
a common and highly important end, 
contribute to raise the native charac- 
ter; and, in proportion as Missiona- 
ries are connected with them, to re- 
move the prejudices that exist against 
them in the native mind. 

The third indirect means is the 
publishing of periodical works. Two 
facts mentioned in the Correspon- 
dence, (p. 37,) are particularly inte- 
resting : the one is, that the Mission- 
aries edit a newspaper in the Bengallee 
language, which is probably the first 
of the kind, and which has called 
forth two or three others conducted 
by natives; the other (which has al- 
ready been noticed in our pages) is, 
that a small monthly publication ap- 
years in Calcutta, cal el the Unitarian 
Reviository. Mr. Adam gives then 
this general conclusion ; , 
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“ Such is a brief, but, as far as I kt 


or can judge, a correct view of the divect 
wod indirect labou \ aries | 
this quarter of Ludia, ‘Thei kertions 
you will probably continue to thi lia 
been ereat, although uw may ap; r that 
they have not been alway vdy to then 


main design, prudent in the formati 
and execution of their plans, or rational 


and scriptural in the doctrines which 


they have taught.’°—P. 33 

The statements which follow are so 
very important, in: we tot 
great obiects of 1 ’ 
that we must gis 

Real ‘ 

t a | Aa { 
which wi 
Christianity w " ' ) 
t li, in \ ' 
wi! Christi y ‘ 

quishment of : ir 
tustances of cons 

- l ii ‘ cs mt t if 
general information is gradual! reading 
throughout Bengal, particulariy amongst 
the high and middling classes of natives 


: ’ , 
and I have as little doubt that Misston- 
aries have materially contributed to spread 
it, either by their own labours, or by ex- 
citing the efforts of others, or by calling 
forth the zeal of the natives to acquire 
and communicate it. 

* (2.) They do not appear to me to 


have been success! in diffusi: y to any 


cousiderable extent a Anorel: of Chris- 
fianily amongst the mw | watives, 
‘This 14 true, even admitting that the re- 
ous system of the Missing es is the 

) em New ‘Testament; 

it their success has been still less when 
we cor ler that two Systems are 
" ' h onpe t ‘ 1 other, "like 
doct swhich they . With the ex- 
the 1 Ol the Deity, 


whi au | \ ily admitted by 

the native mind, are v known, 

When they are attended to, in so far as 

they agree with preconceived potions, 

they i ly proauce the conviction ofa 

community of fa in so lar as they are 
ad ; 


Wersiood to d 


ce. they chiefly call 
forth expressions of 


coutempt and ridi- 
c le, and in so far as they are either 
unintelligible or nor lerstae d, they ex- 
ot blank and aimless 
laras | have been able 
to observe and judge, high and low, rich 
and poor, learned and unlearned, are, 
with few exceptions, alike iguorant of 


Cite ONiV A fee.it 
wouderment. <A 


the peculiar evidences and doctrines of 
Christianity, as well as the peculiar du- 
ties and expectations of Christians. An 
lutelligent native will probably be found 
to receive few specific ideas respecting 


Christianity from the preaching of th 
Missionaries. The general inpressios 
left on his mind will, | believe, be, the 
it is a system friendly to polytheism, ber 
‘ pposed to idolatry > Fepreseuting the 
Deity as partial in bis regards to bis 
creatures, but inculcating 
stricter morality than his own, 
** (3.) Idolatry is, though very slowly, 
falling into desuetude, at least among th 
natives in Calcutta. ‘This, however, 1d 
not attribute to the labours of the Mis 
sionarics ; as those who have relinquished 
it are, if we may credit the Missionaries 
themselves, more opposed to them thar 
€ 
| 


purer al 


A native gentleman, @ 
yhore authority I can rely, computes tha 
about one-tenth of the reading native 
population of Calcutta have rejected 


idolatry; and of these he supposes a> | 
one-third have rejected Revelation 


ther, although few of them profess t | 
' 


ven idvlaters. 


oso; and the remaining two-thirds ar 
believers in the Divine Revelation of th 
Veds. This latter class have derived 
their views from those spiritual portion 
of the Ved which bave been recently 
translated and published in Bengallee."- 
Pp. 38—40. 


As to the number of native converts, 
the estimate given from the Core 
spondence, at the close of our last a- 
ticle on the subject, (p. 108,) is suf | 
cient for our present object. Re | 
specting their intellectual and mon 
y omen 3 we have already seen some 
means of judgment. In the answen 
to the third Inquiry, Mr. Adam gives, 
as his opinion, (p. 45,) that, with the 
very few advantages which the native 
converts have enjoyed, none, as far® 
his knowledge extends, have discovert 
any reach of intellect calculated to & 
cite the respect of their conntrymes, 
or to promise future usefulness among 
thei: and notwithstanding the test 
monies borne to their moral choractt! 
by a writer in the Friend of Indu, 
(who does not, however, appear always 
consistent with himself,) he is not ® 
clined to regard their moral impror 
ment so great as to justify any mM 
satisfaction; and in this opinion 
apprehends that he is borne out } 
the estimate of other Missionaries We 
have had opportunities for perso™ 
observation. This topic he conclué® 
with the following remarks, which sf 
characterized by that sound, diser® 
nating judgment which displays & | 
in his replies generally: 

“ From what I have known of be 
personally, or have received on good # 
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thority, 1 am inclined to think that they 
are in some respects superior to their 
idolatrous countrymen of the same rank 
and station, and perhaps in other respects 
inferior to their former selves, Speaking 
in a general way, so as to adinit of ¢x- 
centions, it may, | think, be said with 
truth, that they have improved more in 
the active thau in the passive, in the so. 
cial than in the personal virtues ; in self- 
respect and in benevolence to others, 
than in humility and self-government. 
The former are those virtues in which 
Hindoos are most deficient : hitherto the 
native Christians have been most wanting 
in the latter. But although this is con- 
trary to what might be wished, it is no- 
thing more than what might be expected. 
It is natural to the human mind to pass 
from one extreme to another. Such was 
the case, although in a less degzee, with 
the first Gentile converts to Christianity, 
avd such probably will always be the 
case with those who suddenly change 
their religion, and who, with the errors, 
are compelled by intolerance to relinquish 
also the habitual restraints of that’ in 
which they have been educated. If J 
were to adduce facts in corroboration of 
the less favourable view which | have 
riven of the character of the native 
Christians, I would refer to the compara- 
tive frequency of suspensions aud excom- 
munications from church-fellowship, and 
of apostacies from the Christian faith aud 
profession, i, e. the frequency of these 
compared with the actual number of na- 
tive converts.”—Pp. 47, 48. 
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Here we must suspend our account 
of this very valuable publication. We 
hope that what we have already cited 
from it will induce many of our read- 
ers to procure the Correspondence for 
themselves: and for them it must be 
unnecessary to continue the review of 
it; but for others it may be desirable. 
The subject is not one to which the 
Unitarians ia England and America 
can soon become indifferent ; and yet 
it is expedicut that our attention 
should be frequently called to it, till 
some ciiectual means are devised to 
prowote the spread of the gospel in 
that form in which alone it can be- 
come universal: for when Jenovan 
is king over all the earth, in that day 
JENOVA SHALL BS ONE, AND HIS 
NAME ONE.* 


* We have received some recent num- 
bers of the American periodica's, from 
which we hope to give our readers some 
information in the next Number. We 
must take this opportunity of adding, 
that in our enumeration of American 
writings republished in England, we omit- 
ted to mention Dr. CHANNING’s Sermon 
to Children, printed in a cheap form for 
distribution ; and Memoirs of the Rev, J. 
S. Buckminster and the Rev, S.C. Thacher, 
from their discourses. 


he 


POETRY. 


TO THE MEMORY OF THE VENERATED A. L. B. 


The graceful humour, exquisitely light, 
Thoughts, young and fresh, that savour’d not of vears, 
The golden fancy, the poetic flight, 
The vivid sympathy in joy or tears,— 
All these were thine; but more than fancy bright, 
Or various pow’rs, iu largest measure given, 
Was thine set, «vt purpose to unite 
Aad spend them all for virtue and for heaven ! 
And thus it was that, gentle as the flow 
Of crystal streams, thy stainless thoughts came on; 
And the same tongue which pleaded long ago 
With infant hearts, more manly spirits won 
To truth and beauty, and the holy pow’r 
Of mild religion, in thy closing hour. 
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1825. Jan. 15, at Liverpool, the Rev. 
Roserat Lewin, aged 5 years and 5 
months. ‘Though born in London, he 
was descended from an ancient family 
in Oxfordshire. After being some years 
head pupil of a considerable classical 
school near the wetropolis, he was ad- 
mitted student at the Academy under the 
Rev. Dr. David Jennings, the learned au- 
ther of the Jewlsh Autiquities, though 
he resided all the time under the parental 
roof; and at the termination of his fifth 
vear in that seminary, he received highly 
lattering testimonials of attainment and 
ability. At this early period his senti- 
ments became Arian, which led some of 
ihe narrow-minded, though conscientious 
ministers of the consider the 
passing his examination and the ordaining 
him to the ministry, a collision between 
justice and scrupulosity. He was soon 
fearfully assailed by splendid offers to 
conform to our National Church, but 
after deliberately reviewing the grounds 
of his tenets, he unhesitatingly rejected 
the allurements of wealth and distinction, 
und thas nobly evinced the strength of 
his integrity. being for a short 
time a preacher in an obscure congrega- 
tion, much divided upon theological sub- 
removed to Ipswich. In the 
year 1770, with his wife and three young 
childre n, he arrived in Liverpool, having 
out of three invitations to large cougre- 
gations, selected that of 
minister of Benu's-Gard 
resigned the duties of the ministry at the 
of the yea During 
und useful life, he displayed the 
benefits of his highly respectable 
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becoming sole 
i Chape He 


c icrse his Ce 


attain- 
ments in classical and mathematical lore, 
and his theological learning was both 
accurate and profound. He was well 
versed in the opinions and writings of 
the early fathers and intimately acquaint- 
ed with biblical criticisms. His tenets re- 
mained to the last decidedly Arian. Some 
of his numerous pupils are now filling 
respectable situations in Parliament, the 
Church, and at the Bar, and not a few 
enterprising and highly hovourable mer- 
chants entertain to this day a grateful 
recollection of his assiduitv and fidelity 
as a teacher. The hospitality of his 
house and the vivacity of his disposition 
can never be forgotten by the numerous 
tuests who during his life frequented his 
board. The prominent traits in his cha. 
racter were bold 
and 


cow 


and dauntless integrity 
without the 
of chothusiaem He 


affectionate 


piety 


tX- 


Was A Warln 


admirer of the institutions of his countp 
and evinced his love of liberty by alway 
contending for the rights of the peops 
constituting a Dissenting congregation, 
rather than the lordly domination of tk 
aristocratic few. On the subject of ami 
nister’s rights over the pulpit, he held th 
opinion of the celebrated Lord Mansfield. 
He ended his mortal career, praying the 
his family might maintain their integrity 
and piety, and took leave of his chi 
dren who surrounded his bed with aff: 
tion, and, though at the last ebb of lif, 
evinced pleasure at seeing them assem 
bled around him, May my death be the 
of the TYighteous, and may my latter ax 
be like his! 
a 


Feb. 11, the Rev. Luke Kirby, Paste 
of the Unitarian Chureb, at Thome, | 
Yorkshire. He was interred in the Qe 
pel, at Thorne, on Monday, Feb. 14, ¥ 
the Rev. John Platts, of Doncaster, 
also, on the following Sunday, preach: 
a funeral discourse, at the above chap, 
to a very crowded audience, from Num 
xxiii. 10, ** Let me die the death of th 
rightcous, and Jet my last end be fi 
his.” Mr. Kirby was a truly pious a 
upright man; on him the breath of si 
der never blew; his conduct was ui 
formly correct; his life was without: 
stain. Still he was meek ard lowly, a 
humble as a child. He lived the life 
the righteous, and he died without! 
murmur, a struggle, or a pang. Hew 
formerly a preacher among the Calvini 
but he renounced the principles of & 
sect of Christians, became a decided ( 
tarian from the fall conviction of 
understanding, and steadily, firmly, a 
calmly, supported the principles of © 
latter system to the day of his om, 


—— 


February 11, aged 50, Mancarem™ 
MARIA PARKER, wife of Samuel Parke 
Minister of the High - Street Chay 
Stockport. Through a great part of i § 
she had suffered from a stricture 8 ® 
throat, so as sometimes to be | f 
inconvenienced by a very small par 
of food. But, in the month of Aur 
1824, she found a creat difficulty = 
in swallowing bhiquids ; this excited Fe 
ful apprehension in herself and ¢ “ 
Several professional men, physica” 
surgeons were consulted, and plans * 
opted with a view to the remore 
tha initigation of the complaint | 
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alas' human attempts failed. In the 
course of the time which elapsed be- 
tween the latter end of August and the 
beginning of February she suffered much 
pain in the throat, ears and head. rhe 
degiutition varied. With the organic 
stricture was combined much spasm. 
The day before she died, she was af- 
fected by a cough, as she had previously 
been at different times; but, after the 
cough ceased, her weakness was greater. 
About an hour or two before her death, 
there were, in the opinion of her deeply 
mourning husband, evident symtoms of 
paralytic affection, He and a_ beloved 
daughter watched her in her last mo- 
ments, and, at length, found that she 
had ceased to breathe without a struggle 
or a groan. The person who was best 
acquainted with her, and who for four 
and twenty years enjoyed her aid and 
friendly counsel wishes to pay his tribute 
of respect to her memory. Through life 
she was actively useful. Few could ex- 
ceed her as a wife, or as a mother ; per- 
haps not many equalled her. Religion, 
doubtless, governed her thoughts and 
words and actions. ‘To do justly, to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
God, was her aim—her practice. When 
in health, she cheerfully availed herself 
of the benefits of public worship. No 
slight complaint, nor any passing cloud, 
deterred her from visiting the temple of 
the Most High. She did not always con- 
sult her own ease, but, as a much-es- 
teemed friend speaking of her said, ‘she 
lived for others.” During her illness, 
under painful surgical operations, she 
discovered great fortitude. Patience was 
manifested by her in no small degree ; 
holy resignation reigned in her soul. If 
it had pleased God to raise her from the 
bed of affliction, to which she was almost 
wholly confined for three weeks, she 
would have valued life on account of 
those with whom she was connected by 
the nearest and dearest ties: the prayer 
of her heart, however, was ‘‘ Father, not 
my will, but thine be done.’ The in- 
trment took place on Wednesday, the 
16th of February, in the cemetery be- 
longing to the High-Street Chapel, Stock- 
pert, on which occasion the Rev. J. G. 
Kobberds, of Manchester, officiated. Mr. 
i reading the usual funeral ser- 
e, delivered in the chapel a very appro- 
priate and impressive address of a moni- 
pe ore consolatory nature, which was 
p with a suitable prayer. The 
a sn then removed, and with much 
On the Anne gy to the silent grave. 
a. oowing Lord’s-day, February 
th, the gentleman before-mentioned 
delivered in the morning, i ¢ 
steitameen morning, in the presence 
> saat ntive and sympathizing audience, 
Y pathetic discourse, from Rev. xxi. 


Ohituary.—Mr. John Edwards. —Mr. R. C. Cudiipp. Is} 


hatter part of the 4th verse, ** For the 
former things are passed away.’ The 
congregation was larger than usual, and 
most of the regular attendants at the 
chapel were in mourning. In the after- 
noon the preacher delivered an admira- 
ble sermon from Job xiv. part of the 
14th verse, ** All the days of my ap- 
pointed time will I wait till my chance 
come.” It is to be hoped, that the im- 
pression made by these two excellent 
discourses will not be transient, 
Ss. P. 
a 


Feb. 25, aged 34, at Whitchurch, Shrop- 
shire, Mr. Joun Epwarps, Jun., leaving 
a wife and six children to lament his 
loss. His death was regarded by his 
numerous acquaintances as a heavy afllic- 
tion, because his excellencies rendered 
him dear to all who knew him, Over 
the temporal and eternal interests of his 
family, he was watchful. In the diffusion 
of Unitarian Christianity, he took a lively 
interest. Jn the promotion of knowledge 
and virtue, he was zealous. In doing 
good to his fellow-creatures, he was in- 
defatigable. It may be gratifying to some 
of his friends to know, that when the 
Sermon was preached on occasion of his 
death, the chapel was crowded to excess, 
there being on that evening an increase of 
numbers from about eighty to nearly six 
hundred persons, who all seemed deeply 
to feel the loss sustained, 

J. P. 
I 


— 27, at Tavistock, Mr. R. C, Cun- 
Lipp, in the 65th year of his age ; whose 
memorial deserves a place in the records 
of the worthies that lived and died dis- 
ciples of Jesus, in the belief of the Divine 
Unity. ‘* Fair reputation is the pearl 
that constitutes the sole property of the 
dead.” He was a just and good man ; 
whose manifold excellencies were crown- 
ed by sincerity, the diadem of perfection. 
His faith and fortitude were subjected to 
the severest trial, during the space of 
more than nine years, under the pressure 
of mental affliction. When after that 
melancholy prevalence of despondency 
and sadness, bordering on despair, the 
soul in anguish, the troubled spirit was 
mercifully reinstated in health and equa- 
nimity, he resumed the exercise of the 
devout and social affections and graces as 
well as of the domestic and relative vir- 
tues, with rare felicity in the enjoyment 
of renovated nature. But this revival of 
social life endured, alas! only for a short 
season. In his last illness, he evinced, 
with the perfect possession of his rational 
faculties and a lively conviction of the 
doctrine of Ove God even the Father, 
the all-sufficient efficacy of this wisder 











































































mete te, A Ame my mame ge le a 


7 
2. 
112 
os tt. 
ss. 
7 
f 
= = 
af 
a § 
; tt 
tt / 
’ 5 
en Ge 
ty 
ee 
ML 
‘iar 
‘ai 
ad 
ae | 4 
q 14 
14 
: 
+ 
. 
ian 
: 
- 4 

7 

’ 

7 
? , 
; 

‘ : 
$f, 

: 
>. ' 
.; 

' > 
i ee 
: 
(ss 
6 - 
Pie 





from above, to sustain the spirit in the 
crisis of dissolution, and reconcile the 
heart to retire from the circle of dearest 
elations and friends, assured of meeting 
them again iu the heavenly mansions of 
the only Poteutate aud ever blest. 
Park Wood, March 8, 1825. 
tl 


Feb. 28, at his house in Gray's-Inn 
Lane, Mr, Joun Baxter, who (it may 
be remembered) was a leading member 
of the Corresponding Society, aud was 
arraigned and tried with 
Hardy and Horne Tooke. He was twice 
confined under different Suspension Acts ; 
the first time at Chester Castle, and the 
second at Coldbath Fields, during the 
governorship of Aris. He was a member 
of the College of Surgeons, and was con- 
sidered a very skilful demonstrator, but 
he devoted only a small portion of his 
time to private practice, which at last he 
imited almost exclusively to those per- 
sous to whom he gave, in the spirit of 


one ot those 


charity, his professional assistance. The 
is mind, however, were not 

lusively devoted to professional pur- 
suits; he was well acquainted with the 
Hebrew, Greek and Latin 


al d 


languages 
r, he was distinquishea 
vical method of reasoning; 


» HS A Six ake 
by his close lo 
while, as a man, he was universally es- 
eemed for the kind and generous quali- 
his heart. He was buried March 
/, in the ground of Lady Huntingdon’s 
( has pel, Spa Fields, His re mains were 
eende d to the grave by a few of his old 
hod 


mcuUsS 


tia oO 


> aud the mourn) 
closed by the voluntary 


ng train was 
y attendance of 
veral persons who had been his tenants, 
vl who ado I that netied of exneeee- 


. ‘ 
. rt 
heere grict lori iOSS 


— Morn 


On th let nu st... at Norw 
YARNOLD, Esq 


vod, CUARLES 
(yreat St. He- 
) iiness of three months’ du- 
ration, in the his age. By 
his mumerous friends the loss of this 
worthy individual will be much felt, gifted 
as be was, in an eminent de 
many amiable With ardent 
feclings, but under the controul of 
well-disciplined mind, he } 


surgeon, 
ms. Biter 


45th year of 


gree, with 
qualities, 
os 
sciplit id the happi- 
wees Of paining the good wil! and attach- 
ment of most of those with whom he 
became acquainted. His illness, not at 
frst painful, became peculiarly so to. 
wards its fatal termination, vet was it 
borve with the fortitude and resignatis u 
of one who felt aud acknowledged that 


he was in the hands of that Supreme 


Diepeeer of events, whose emivent aitri- 
bate is mercy, aud to whom his latest 
aspirations werr directed. A member of 
fe corgregation of Protestant Dissent 


. 


Obituary. —Mr. John Baater.—Charles Yurnold, Esq. 





worshiping in Monkwell Street, as jog 
as that body remained together, be wa 
much attached to its respected B)ivister, 
and hence were his surviving relatives jp. 
duced to request the Rev. Mr. W, Brom 
to perform the last sad rites over bi 
remains. The following appropriate ad 
dress and prayer were delivered at th 
interment, and those friends who wer 
most intimate with the deceased will feel 
how just a delineation it contains of bis 
character and pursuits. 


‘““ My CuRISTIAN FRIENDS, 


‘¢ Death is ever hovering around us; how 
soon the dart may be hurled and strike 
us, we know not: the firmest tread bs 
unstable; ere we are aware our feet slip, 
and down we sink to the dark and silest 
vrave. Then must a lasting leave bk 
taken of all our delusive joys, our fancied 
greatness, our cherished fame, however 
fondly we might imagine we should enjoy 
them for many years to come. But é 
those who i iu treading life’s beaten paths 
have resisted the allurements of vice, hare 
preserved their integrity in the dread e 
counter with human passions, have fought 

and often conquered in the cause of 
virtue, free dom, knowledge, and of pare 
religion, the good deeds rise up in ow 
memory with a most refreshening fra- 
grance; and our bright hopes of ther 
happy immortality console us for o# 
t rthiy loss: we trust that to them it is 
vranted to sit down with Jesus, even 
he also overcame and is set down with 
his Father ou his throne. 

‘ These retlections come home to om 
breasts on the present occasion. We 
mourn over a friend who has just 
the threshold of mortality. The eye ante 
beaming with feeling and intelligent, 
often sparkling with generous affections, 
or flashing with a generous de test atin 
of wrong or meanness, is now for ee 
¢ losed on this earthly scene; the glow of 

walth which once tinged the lip 

heek can no longer be traced in the 
lid und sunken features of the dead ; the 
coutrast between the animated frome 
rected by a living soul, and the | livid, 
ponderous corse, is tov obvious not t 
strike the most careless, too awful got 
affect the most unfeeling observer. ® 
we can l:onour his deparied worth. Hs 
countenance has often smiled opea & 
with a revivifying affection ; his heart ™ 
kind and generous ; his mind was dir 
to intellectual and eal parsuils, ye 
uniformly cheerful; be was ardent # 
cause of civil and religious liberty: ? 
eritical perwsal of rare historic 
had enabled him to unfold many of 
intricacies in which the transaction 
past ages lic inralved. His taste for oe 
fine arts was refined: the antiquities 
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served to us through a long succession of 
ages found in him an enlighted admirer ; 
eo that to those who were closely con- 
nected with him, and entered into his pur- 
suits, his character developed itself in very 
many most interesting points of view. I 
will not dwell upon his virtues as a hus- 
hand, a father, a friend, because the re- 
dections they awaken are too painfal for 
miads just wounded by the recent stroke ; 
but they were such as honour our reli- 
cion, aod threw a beautcous lustre on 
his life. Let us then hasten on to the 
most momentous reflection, that some- 
thing beyond this transitory scene must 
be reserved for us by the all-bounteous 
hand of our wise Creator. ‘That man, 
richly endowed with intellect and noble 
affections, should have so short a period 
of existence, and that often without his 
best faculties being fully called forth, 
must appear to us an incongruity never to 
be chargeable on Divine Wisdom; and 
when we add with what strange inequa- 
lity prosperity and adversity are distri- 
buted by a confessedly unerring Provi- 
deuce, the argument that this cannot be 
all, grows stronger: we may therefore 
look forward to another life of unspeak- 
ably greater moment, where every thing 
truly wanting shall be supplied, and 
every thing wrong set right. To these 
interesting deductions of reason the gos- 
pel gives full confirmation, and thus we 
may affirm that the moral government of 
God and his revealed will concur in ren- 
ectiug us wise to life eternal.” 


The Prayer. 
“*O Almighty God and Father of man- 
kind! with whom just men made perfect 
shall, we trust, live for ever ; in commit- 
ting the body of our dear brother to the 
ground, earth to earth, ashes to ashes, 
dust to dust, we know that he is in the 
hands of a faithful Creator and merciful 
Deliverer ; and we humbly beseech thee 
‘teach us who survive, in this and othe: 
like daily spectacles of mortality, to see 
how frail and uncertain our own condi- 
tion fs, and so to number our days, that 
ve may sincerely apply our hearts to that 
y and heavenly wisdom while we live 
nea in the end bring us to 
den gu ca ge for all the errors 
o Nop ives, and a firm reliance on 
* mercies in Christ Jesus our 
Poe 4. ~ our sius may be done away, 
tingtom orm into that everlasting 
w by th ich thou hast made known to 
Y Well-beloved Son, the deliverer 
whe Hone sin and death, through 
wato thee, OF ur and glory be ascribed 
ou cod” ather Almighty, world with- 
» Amen. 


ee 


Obituary.—Dr. Parr. 


March 6, at Hatton Parsonage, aged 
78, the Rev. Samurt Parr, LL.D., Pre- 
bendary of St. Paul's, &c. The follow- 
ing account of this distinguished scholar 
and patriot is from The Birmingham 
Chronicle of March 10. It is said to have 
been drawn up by a clergyman, the inti- 
mate and beloved friend of the deccased. 


** Death, and Biographical Notice, of the 
hiev. Dr. Parr. 


** At length the hopes and fears, which 
the illness of this creafé and good man has 
for several weeks excited through the 
county, are terminated by his dissolution, 
which took place on Sunday last, at 6 
o'clock in the evening, in the 79th year 
of his age; and it is pleasing to consider 
that the anxiety which has been so uni- 
versally manifested respecting him, is a 
tribute which no elevation of rank or sta- 
tion could have called forth, but which is 
only to be commanded by the pre-emi- 
nence of moral and intellectual worth. 

Dr. Samuel Parr was born at Harrow. 
His father was a Surgeon in that place, 
and his paternal grandfather was Rector 
of Hinckley, in Leicestershire. He was 
at the head of Harrow School in his 14th 
year, and on the death of the Rev. Dr. 
Sumner, who strongly recommended him 
as his successor, he was not appointed to 
the Head Mastership on account of his 
youthful age. At Tlarrow was formed his 
friendship with the celebrated Sir William 
Jones and the Richt Rev. Dr. Bennet, late 
Bishop of Cloyne; aud almost all the 
bovs in the upper part of this School 
accompanied him when he removed to 
establish himself as a ‘Teacher at Stan- 
more, in Middlesex. He was succes- 
sively Master of the Grammar Schools of 
Colchester and Norwich, and in 1780 
received his first ecclesiastical preferment, 
the Rectory of Asterby, in the Diocese 
of Lincoln. To the year 1785, the ex- 
change of Asterby for the perpetual 
Curacy of [latton, brought him into War- 
wickshire, where he continued to reside 
till the day of his death. ‘I he Rev. Dr. 
Parr was twice married; first to Ann, of 
the ancient house of Mauleverer, in 
Yorkshive ; and afterwards to Mary, sister 
of the late Rev. James Eyre, of Solihull, 
in this county. By his first wife he had 
several children, all of whom died in their 
infancy, except Sarah and Catharine. 
Of these dauhters, both of whom he 
survived, the former was married to John 
Wynne, Fsq., of Garthmeilio, in Denbigh- 
shire, and left two daughters, now living, 
Caroline and Augusta, the eldest of whom 
isthe wife of the Rev. John Lynes, Rector 
of Elmley Lovet, in Worcestershire. In 
addition to the emall benefice before 
mentioned, Dr. Parr held the living of 

traffam, in Huntingdonshire, to which 
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he was presented by Sir Francis Burdett. 
‘Through the kindness and interest of the 
present Earl ot Dartmouth’s grandfather, 
he also obtained from Bishop Lowth a 
prebend of St. Paul's Cathedral, which, 
though for many years of little value to 
him, was happily the means of securing 
him, to an ample degree, oftum cum 
dignilate, in the decline of his life. He 
was thus indebted for all his preferment 
to the affection of private friends; for 
though he was animated by an ardent, 
but liberal and enlightened, attachment 
to our Civil and Feclesiastical Constitu- 
tion; though he was distinguished by 
unparalleled learning, by gigantic strength 
of intellect, by the most unblemished 
morals, and by profound unaffected piety, 
—he was never patronised bythe Govern 
ment of his country. This is a circum- 
stance which many will perhaps consider 
explained by his own words in his admi- 
rable work on the Character of Mr. Fox, 
in which he truly states of himself, that 
“from his youth upward, he never de- 
serted a private friend, or violated a pub- 
lic principle - that he was the slave of no 
patron, ar d the drudge of no party ; that 
he formed his political opinions without 
the smallest regard, and acted upon them 
with an utter disregard, to personal emolu- 
ments and professional honours.”’ He 
further adds (what his friends must re- 
joice at), “that although for many and 
the best years of his lite he ¢ ndured very 
galling 


irksome twil, and sutiered 


mM ed, he ' 


very 


entual.s ited a competent 


fortune with an independent spirit, and 
that, lo back to this life and on- 
ward to another, he possessed that in- 
ward peace of mind which the world can 


neither give nor take away Nor will 
this be wondered at by those who know 
that his long r at Hatton was spent 
by him im diligently performing all the 
duties of a Parish Priest, in assisting and 


A lvising and befrie nding th poor, in the 


seler nists 
Sita ait 


eVeTCise’ oF 
waging and patronising merit, in com- 
municating knowledge, whenever requir- 
ed, from his own inexhaustible stores, 
in contributing, by a most extensive cor- 
respon ke nee, to thre 


cenerous hospitality, in en- 


general illumination 
of the literary world, in manifesting by 
his words and deeds that he cultivated a 
spirit of unbounded philanthropy as thi 
practical essence of our holy re livion, and 
i” endea ours to promote from the pulpit 
and the press whatever is most conducive 
te the public and private welfare of man. 

nd. It need 

man was vor 


not be added, that such 
ited for his wisdom and 
bel ved for his goodness by all who had 
the happiness of knowing him. He ac- 
as 4 righteous man ought 
and charity with all men, 

ance on the precious 





Obituary.— Dr. Parr. 


promises of the Gospel; nor can it» 
doubted that, by those who are capab, 
of appreciating true greatness of characte 
he will ever be considered not only as» 
ornament to this county, but an honoe 
to his country, and to the human race. 

To this tribute of respect, we are per 
liarly happy to add another, namely, & 
Conclusion of a Sermon preached by M 
Yates, at the New Meeting-house, Birmin. 
ham, on Sunday, March 13th, on occatm 
of the death of the Rev. Dr. Parr. 

* To the views which I have set befor 
you (on the evils of Sectarian Animosity, 
my own mind has been led by the fee 
ings of solemn and affectionate reverene 
for the character of that distinguish 
minister of religion in the Church | 
England, whose life diffused instructe: 
and delight amongst us, and whose dead 
has occasioned a general regret throughor 
this neighbourhood. 1 need not apolome 
for introducing to a Dissenting congree 
tion the praise of a man, whose exter 
sive attainments and wonderful energy # 
character and understanding, joined 
the most manly independence and t& 
noblest virtues, rendered him an om 
ment to the Christian Church, to 
country, and to mankind. But, since be 
philanthropy was bounded by no sectarm 
prejudice, and extended its vital warm® 
and beneficial influence far beyond 
circle af his own denomination, it become 
us to remember him as he would be 
wished us to remember him—as @ 
friend and brother. This Congrege* 








~— ne 


more especially owes to him a large de® | 


of gratitude and admiration. lt? 
recall to your memory those dread! 
times when the spot where we are ms 
assembled was covered by a heap | 
ruins. How nobly did he then com 
forward to vindicate your body from © 
merited reproach, and at the same tr 
to preserve them by his earnest and & 
fectionate entreaties and his solem 
and powerful admonitions, from rash 
exposing themselves to a_ repetition * 
the same evils under which they ¥ 
still suffering: and, when the upnie? 
Christian philosopher, to whon this © 
reaved congregation then looked ¥* 
serrowing anxiety, was assailed fv 
every side by the shafts of misgue 
rage and cruelty, how equitable, her 
kind, and how courageous was the © 
port which he received from the . 
nervous and discriminating pe?: 


more pare 





* The allusion is here mo 
larly to one of the most beautiful 


quent of Dr. Parr's compositions 
**Letter from Irenopolis to the we 


tants of Eleutheropolis, A.D. 1792)" # 
to the admirable remarks upon ip ‘ 
racter of Dr. Priestley in that pabae’ 
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Parr was then in the prime of lite; and 
had he put forth one-tenth part of his 
power in the methods usually adopted by 
ambitious ecclesiastics, he would have 
risen by easy and rapid strides to the 
highest honours and emoluments of his 
church. But he not only scorned to rise 
by defaming and oppressing his neigh- 
hours; he was always ready to clear the 
defamed and to suceour the oppressed : 
and the greatness of his mind appeared 
o this, that having resolved never to 
eck promotion at the expense of his in- 
dependence and integrity, or by the viola- 
tion of truth and charity, he remained to 
the end of life satisfied with his choice, 
and continued his clerical labours in a 
comparatively humble rank, witnessing 
with a benevolent pleasure the success of 
those around him, but never complaining 
that Ae was left behind. Entertaining 
the most enlarged and enlightened views 
of the welfare of mankind, which were 
the result of profound and vigorous re- 
fection, and which were accompanied by 
au intenseness of benevolent feeling, he 
manifested the sincerity of these philan- 
thropic views by his actions and habits 
of lite. He delighted in society as the 
means of promoting mutual affection. He 
oved to bring together men of different 
religious sentiments, and by shewing to 
each the estimable qualities of the rest, 
tv induce them to think well of one 
another, The flow of his kind and 
iriendly feelings was strong and full as 
the conceptions of his mighty under- 
standing, and unconfined as his ideas 
of the Divine benevolence. He uniformly 
‘tudied to efface those unhappy distine- 
tons aud antipathies, which separate 
man from man, and to diffuse around him 
by his preaching and his conversation, 
his influence and his example, the spirit 
“ candour, moderation, and forbearance, 
and the blessings of Christian charity. 
‘ ? It becomes us to be grateful to God 
‘’ Faising up so great and good men as 
ene venerated neighbour, and, _ac- 
‘ng toour humble powers and limited 
“ppertanities, to endeavour like him to 
ae smoug Christians the violence of 
' incucate upon others the same 
‘PU Of universal benevolence.” 
March 9, at Stoke Newington. in the 
laud year of her ati “ "8 ; . ¢" ue 
ma Baasaunn » Mrs. Anna La- 
; , daughter of the late 





Af ~ nme i 
line? seen of Dr. Priestley, Dr. Parr 
vewed his “ae 9 congregation, and re- 
attainments ‘unony to the virtues and 
furnishing ind their former pastor, hy 
nt erected Na aang for the monu- 
Worship, “ by them im their place of 
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Obituary.— Mrs. Anna Leu i be rbuuid. 





Rev. John Athin, D.D., and widew oat 
the Rev. Rochemont Barbauld. This 
distinguished lady, whose fame was se- 
cond to nove among the female writers 
of her country, was born at Kibworth, 
in the couuty of Leicester, on June 20th, 
1743. She was indebted to her learned 
and exemplary father for the solid foun- 
dation of a literary and classical educa- 
tion; a boon at that period rarely be- 
stowed upon a danghter. In the yeas 
1756, she accompanied her family to 
Warrington, in Lancashire, where her 
father was appointed one of the tutors 
of a Dissenting Academy. She published 
in 1772, a volume of poems, which im- 
mediately gave her a place in the first 
rank of living pets, ‘The next vear, in 
comunetion with her brother, the late 
John Aikin, M.D... she wave to the world 
asmall but choice collection of miscel- 
laneous pieces in prose, On her mar 
riave, in 1774, she went to reside at 
Palgrave, in Suffolk, where her Early 
Lessons, and Hymns in Prose tor Chil- 
dren, were composed—miaster-pieces in 
the art of early instruction—monument 
at ence of her genius and of the con- 
descending benevolence which presided 
over its exercise In 1785, Mr. and 
Mrs. Barbauld quitted Palgrave, and, 
after a tour on the continent and some 
mouths passed in London, they settled 
at Hampstead, Some pamphlets on pub- 
lic topics, printed anonymously, but mark- 
ed for hers by a style of almost unri- 
valled brilliancy and animation, and a 
poetical epistle to Mr. Wilberforce, on 
his exertions for the abolition of the 
Slave-Trade, were the principal efforts of 
her pen during many suecceding years. 
In %802, she and Mr. Barbauld fixed 
their abode at the villaze of Stoke New 
ington, whither they were attracted by 
her affection for her brother, and desire 
of enjoying his daily society. <A selec- 
tion from the Guardian, Spectator, and 
‘Tatler, introduced by an elevant essay ; 
another from the MS. correspondence 
of Richardson, with a life of the author, 
and a view of his writings prefixed, and 
a collection of the best English novels, 
with biographical and critical prefaces, 
served in succession to amuse her lei- 
sure. A higher effort of her powers was 
the splendid poem entitled, Eighteen 
Hundred and Eleven, which appeared 
early in the ensuing year. ‘This was the 
last of her separate publications, but she 
continued occasionally to exercise her 
poetical powers, which she retained in 
undiminished vigour nearly to the latest 
period of her life. She sunk by a gradual 
decay, without any severe bodily suffering, 
and with perfect resignation and compo- 
sure of mind. The moral qualities of 
this admirable womau reflected back a 
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double lustre on her intellectual endow- 
ments, Her pridciples were pure and 
exalted, her sentiments on all eccasions 
mild, candid and generous. No one 
could bear her faculties more meekly ; 
neither pride nor envy had the smallest 
share In her composition: her benef- 
cence was proved by many acts of boun- 
ty, and her courtesy, kindness and in- 
dalwence to others were unbounded. Her 
society was equally a benefit and a de- 
light to all within her sphere. She pos- 
sessed many and warm friends, and pas- 
std through a long life without an enemy. 
Mrs. Barbauld has left behind her many 
unpublished pieces both in verse and 
prost, and a complete edition of her 
works, with a selection from her cor- 


INTELLIGENCE. 


———Sa~ - - 


DOMESTIC, 
RELIGIOUS. 


Opening of the Unitarian Chapel, at 
Welburn. 


On Sanday, the 20th of March, was 
opened the Unitarian Chapel, erected at 
the village of Welburn, near York, through 
the exertions of the studeats of Manches- 
ter College and the kind assistance of 
their friends, ‘The day being exceedingly 
auspicious, many friends from York and 
Maiton were present, and strangers from 
the neighbouring villages atteuded in con- 
siderable numbers. Iu the morning, the 
devotional part of the service was con- 
ducted by the Rev. W. ‘Turner, Tutor of 
the College. Hefore the sermon, Mr. 
Johu Mason, of York, the early promoter 
of the cause of Unitarianism in the vil- 
lage, addressed a few words to his friends 
and the congregation, congratulating them 
oa the present promising aspect of Uni- 
tarian Christianity in the village, which 
but seven years ago had been alwost un 
known amongst them, argiug the vecessity 
of ceutinued zeal and fortitude in the 
propagation of its glorious truths, and 
eutreating them gratefally to second the 
efforts of the students who had thus far 
successfully exerted themselves in their 
behalf, ‘The Rev. Dr. Hatton, of Leeds, 
then delivered an ik we aud deeply 
interesting discourse aes 1 Cor, xiv. 15, 
Hating contended for the real possession 
of supernatural power in the early Chris- 
van church from the improbability that 
the apostle would ever hare blamed the 
disciples for the abuse of a power which 
he kaew never apy enlarged on 

in 


the manner and the spi, which social 
worship should in the present dav be 
conducted and attended, in order to en- 





respondence, may be expected to apper 
under the superintendence of her family, 
[The Editor begs to refer the reader 


to Mon. Repos. Vol. VIIT., powsesim, fers a 
Memoir of the first Dr. Aikin. in Mr 


Turner's interesting Historical Accougt 
of the Warrington Academy ; and also % 


Vol. XVII. pp. 52, &c, tor Mr. Arther S 
Aikin’s Memoir of his father, the he 7 
Dr. Aikin. Mrs Barbauld contrib © 


to the Monthly Repository the following 
Vol. Ill. 706, & , Memoir of Rev. & 
Barbauld. IV. 344, Lines on the Alar — 


at Athens to the Unknown God. Vb 77 
608, Lines ou the King’s [lness. XVIL 7 
679, a Poetical Thought on Death 7 
XVIIL. 49, Lines written at the Cloea —> 
the Year.) a 


———_— 
-—e—__ 


sure mutual edification, the great objet 
which the apostle urged them ever to bate 
in view. The close attention which 
aid tu the discourse mauifested the det 
interest which the hearers felt, and t 
could not fail to excite something of th 
devotional spirit and traly Christian fee 
ing which itself so pre-emivently contained 
The Chapel was full, and on this ovcaset 
not a little adorned by the children é © 
the Sunday-Schoo!l, which witl now ® F 
permanently attached to it, Iv the afte 
noon, Mr. J. R. Wreford, a student @ 
the College, conducted the devotiod © 
part of the service, and the Rer. Na 
Jones, of Todmorden, delivered an a 
mentative and excellent discourse on tt 
direction which our Lord yuve to bis & 
ciples when they prayed, to say, “OF 
Father who art iv heaven, forgive we 
sins,” shewing the incousistency of te 
orthodox views of the Divine Being * 
the compassion and forgiveness of 
paternal character, and enlarging cleat! 
aud simply, but earnestly and impre®* 
ly, on the saperiority of Unitarian 
tianity, for inspiring an ardent and cee 
ing devotion to the * One God and Pale 
of ail.” The Chapel was itself 
but there were so many roand the 
who could not gain admission, thé 
J. R. Beard, of the College, left the 
pel, and preached to as large & 
tion iv a aulahbiterlde field, on ake 
mon objections against Uuitarianiaa ; 
iis real spirit. The interest display’ 
the whole, manifested that 4 pag rt 
pression was made ou the minds of 
hearers, and the voices of either 
gation were heard by the other ® 


lifted up the anthem of praise. we 


evening, the Chapel was ageiac™ 
to excess. Mr. &. Tagart, another © 
deut, began with reading the stip” 





Ve 









¢ - 
+ ee 
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and a prayer, and the Rev. Noah Jones 
delivered an admirable moral sermon 
from 1 John ii. 15, exhorting to the same 
carnest and persevering exertion in the 
service of religion which was usually be- 
stowed on the world and its trausient 
possessions, ‘The friends then separated, 
gratified, we trust improved, by the ser- 
vices of the day, convinced at any rate 
that the influence aud spread of Unita- 
rian Christianity amongst the poor was 
not to be viewed with despair, perhaps 
indulging brighter bopes of a time when 
mea will wership the Father iu spirit and 
in truth, 
—_— 


Manchester College, York. 


Tue adjourned Annual Meeting of the 
Trustees of this Institution, will be held 
in the Cross.Street Chapel Roonis, Man- 
chester, on Thursday the 7th of April, at 
cleven o'clock in the forenoou: and in 
the afternoon of the same day the Trus- 
tees and friends of the College will diue 
together at the Bridgewater Arms, in 
Manchester. 

S. D. DarBisHIRE, 
J J. Tavver, 
Manchester, March 17, 1825. 


a 


Tuk Meeting of the Somerset and Dor- 
set Unitarian Society, at Honiton, origi- 
nally appointed to be held on Good Friday, 
is postponed to Thursday, April 14th. 


—=__—— 

On Sunday, March 6, the vew chapel 
at Pendlebury, wear Mavchester, was 
opened for public worship. The Rev. 
Epowarp Hawkes, A. M., conducted the 
service, and has accepted an invitation 
to become the stated minister. 


2 Secretaries. 


a 
Ecclesiastical Preferment. 


Phe King has been pleased to pre- 
seat the Rev. Dr. Joun Gitcuaisr to be 
first minister of the parish and church of 
Cannongate, in the Presbytery and County 
of Edinburgh, vacant by. the transporta- 
—. of the Kev. Dr. John Lee, late First 
oe thereof, to Lady Yester’s 

bweh, in the City of Edinburgh "— 

Gazelle, March 3, 1825. 
+ uname Witsox,  Prebend 
r. 


of 


i 


Coer of the Dissenting Teachers com- 
mitted to Jail as Vagrants. 


Pig the mouth of August last, we called 
Mention of our readers to the op- 
ve and illegal conduct of certain 


ire Parsons, against James 
Homer, of Roundes, and Wiliam Wood, 
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of Oundle, who were committed under 
the Vagrant Act te hard labour, on the 
charge of collecting money under false 
pretences, they being at the same time 
accredited Ministers of the Gospel, lauda- 
bly endeavouring to raise subseriptions 
for the erection of a Dissenting Chapel. 
We are rejoiced to find that the subject 
has been taken up by the Protestant 
Society for the protection of Religious 
Liberty; and that the result of their 
efforts was the liberation of the parties, 
the payment of all legal expenses, a 
liberal contribution to the objects sought 
by these divines, and a public apology 
from the wrong-docr. At least there is 
some advantage in a Protestant Associa- 
tipn !—Sunday Times. 
— 
LITERARY. 

Tur venerable author of The Man ot 
Feeling, HENRY MACKENZIR, is at pre- 
sent cneaged on an autobiographical 
work, which canpot fail to be eminently 
interestipg to the literary world, Exeept 
Bentham, Mr. Mackenzie is, we believe, 
the oldest living author in Great Britain. 
Johnson, Goldsmith, Gibbon, Reynolds, 
are all within his recollection; aud in 
his own country the great names of the 
Gregories, Beattic, Cullen, Reid, the 
Monroes, David Hame, Robertson, Adam 
Smith, Blair, Kames, Tytler, Mouboddo, 
Black, Lega», and many others, must all 
be familiar to him as household words. 
Mr. Mackeusie, notwithstanding his great 
age, is as fully iv possession of all his 
facuitics, as he was at five and twenty: 
and as bis latter years have been passed 
among the highest Jiterary characters of 
our owu day, such a work as his caunot 
fail to be ove of the most interesting ever 
published,— Aer Donthly Magazine. 

a 

The Quarterly Hericew is no longer 
under the superintendence of Mr. Gir- 
rorp. “Dhe new editor is Mr. Jonny 
Coirriver, the Barrister. The next 
nomber will give us *‘ a taste of his 
quality” as Editor of the Quarterly: au 
office of which those only who know how 
many persons and parties the geatleman 
who occupies it has to please and eon- 
ciliate, can appreciate the difficulties — 
The Same. [The number anticipated in 
the above extract has been published, 
and will not we think raise the character 
of the work. The tone of the Quarter 
on religious and political is ev 
dently moderated. What indeed might 
we not expect in this point of view from 
a work like this, when Blackwood"s 
Magazine is beginning to shew symptoms 
of liberality towards Dissenters aud Ame- 
ricans and American Unitarians 7] 

—= 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
A List of Joint-Stock Companies, the Proposals Jor which are now, or hace 
been lately, before the Public. 


Amount of Capital from p. 123 . £157 ,104,050 
123 Thames or United Thames, Subscriptions received 





by Wm. Lane, ‘ : 1,000 ,000 
249 Scottish Wood, read Scottish Wool Stapling ‘ 500,000 
154,604,050 
169 Tlapazaban, 4,000,000, read Tlapazaban, 400,000 
difference ; . . ‘ 3,600 ,000 
153,004 050 
253 General United Docks Company , ; ° 750,000 
254 Edinburgh and Leith Dock ditto : : . 300,000 
"55 Cove Drv Dock , ‘ : . ° | 
256 Newcastle and Carlisle Rail Road , , ; 300,000 
257 London and Edinburgh ditto 
258 Montrose and Brechin ditto ° . 
259 Colchester and Halstead ditto : ‘ ‘ 40 000 
260 Ipswich and Suffolk ditto ‘ . u ‘ ; 200,006 
261 General Rail Road Company, on the Principle of Mr. Henry 
Palmer's Patent r : . ° . 200,00 
262 Pembry Harbour and Canal and Rail Road, from thence to 
Kidwelly and Llanelly Canal . . . 
263 Deptford and Arundel-Bay Ship Canal. ; . 4,000,000 
264 Dublin and Galway Bay ditto : ° . 800,00 
205 Atlantic and Pacific ditto 
266 Norwich and Dearham Canal ‘ 
267 Dearne and Dove ditto ° . : 
264 North Waltham and Dilham ditto , ; . 
269 Norwich and Lowestoft Navigation Company , . 120,00 


270 Canal aud Road Communication, Liverpool to London, by 
means of a combined Aqueduct and Road-way across the 
River Mersey at Runcorn, and embracing also a direct 
Canal communication between Liverpool and Mauchester, 
through the lines of the Duke of Bridgwater’s, the Sau- 


key, and the Jersey and Irwell Canals, . 
271 lethmus of Suez Canal : . 
272 Birmingham Portable Oil Gas Company ‘ ; 
373 Mediterranean Steam Packet Company . 100,00 
274 Altantic Steam Navivation ditto , 
275 Coasting Steam Vesse! ditto ' : 1 ,000,0" 
276 Hull and London Steam Packet ditto 
177 General Steam Towing ditto : , 
278 British River and Canal Steam Navigation ditto : : 200,00 
279 Greenock and Stornaway ditto ditto ° ; 15,0" 
280 Glasgow and Caledonian Canal Steam Boat ditto ° 
281 Northern Steam Packet ditto 
242 Londen and Dublin Steam Marine ditto 
283 Dublin and Liverpool Steam Navigation ditto. . ry 
264 Canal Gas Engine ditto ; ° a; 
285 Patent Steam Carriage ditto, Sir R. C. Glyn and Co., Bankers 50,00 
276 Royal Stanary British Mining Association Beetham, Solicitor 50,0" 
287 Northern Mining ditto 2 Kearsey. 500,00 
288 London United Mine Company ae 
289 British United Mines ditto  . : , 
290 British and Irish Mining ditto . ‘ ° 500, 
291 Irish Provincial Mining ditto . . 
292 Scottish National Mining ditto ; Blunt 
293 France Mexican Mining ditto . : ; 160 
294 New United Mexican Mining ditto ‘ ‘ . al 


Guatimala and Central America Mining ditto 


Carried forward 
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Brought forward 


£163,229,050 
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) 4 Chilian and Peruvian Mining Company . Swan ; 1,000,000 
nae °47 Biscaina and Morau Vein Mining ditto 
| 998 Peravian Mining and ‘Trading ditto . Nind 
299 Chilian ditto ditto ditto Beetham : 
/ 300 United Provinces of Central America Association for Working 
BS Mines, for the Pearl Fishery, and for ‘Trading and Commere- 
B cial Purposes 1,500,000 
| 301 Guatimala Tadeen th for the Cultivation of Indigo, Cochine al 
a and Cotton Hulton 
3 2 Rio de la Plata Assoc iation for Landed and Agricultural Pur- 
# OSES ‘ ° . Borradaile . 1,000,000 
: 03 Columbian Association for Agric ultural and other Purposes ; 300,000 
0 S04 Atlantic and Pacific Trading Company. . ‘ . 
om 4 305 Mexican ditto 1,000,000 
‘008 - 306 Honduras Indigo ditto R ° 1,000,000 
. > 307 South American Gem ditto , . Manghan 
O00 | 308 General Pearl and Coral ditto , - Tilson 500,000 
’ . 309 Coral Fishing ditto Dawes . 
eS 310 Barneo, Loo-Loo, and Banca ditto . ° . 1,000 ,000 
000 54 st Atlantic and Pearl ditto . ‘ 
000 s 3l2 Asylum ; “ es ea Persons going to Tropical Climates 240,000 
eS or of linpaired Health . . . ° ° 
SIS University Life Assurance Company . , . 600,000 
|  3i4 Leeds and Yorkshire ditto ditto ; , 1,000,000 
/ 315 New Sea Insurance ditto, Glasgow , . 
ie: 316 National Bank ditto, Scotland : ° 
Be 317 Equitable Loan ditto, Edinburgh 200 ,000 
| _s 318 Trish Alliance Life Assurance ditto : ; ‘ ° 
> 39 Royal Irish Fire, Life and Marine Insurance ditto ° ° 1,000,000 
= $20 Shamrock Assurance ditto ° : . 1,500,000 
©) = 21 Hibernian Joint Stock Annuity and Banking Company. ; 1,000,000 
pe $22 London and Westminster General Investment Society , ° 1,000,000 
~) 3823 Society for the Encouragement of Literature , 100,000 
me = 324 Soc iety of Scotland for Improving the System of Church Patronage 
Se =: S29 Shie lds Suspension Iron Bridge Company ; 93,000 
3 426 Leasehold Estate Investment Company ; Freshfield 
a 827 Caledonian tron and Foundry — ditto : : ; 
oe $28 Edinburgh Iron ditto. ; , : 100,000 
a 829 Imperial Distillery ditto . Fisher q 600,000 
Ea $30 British ditto — ditto. . Spur 500,000 
oon ie $31 London Ale and Beer Brewery ditto —. . Borradaile 
” 332 ee Ale Brewery ditto . . : , 100,000 
0.000 453 Caledonian Porter Brewery ditto. ‘ : : 170,000 
; S34 Scottish Porter and Ale ditto ‘ ‘ , 
—~ “a ign Wine Association ; , . Olivearson 
eS eo ditto. ; . Gregory 
~~ vi 337 Bengal Sugar Company : ; hg ‘ 1,000 ,000 
" § 338 Tropical Free Labour ditto ditto. 4,000 ,000 
: 439 Greshambury Street ditto, Southwark Bridge to the E xchange 600,000 
30 Manufactures and Building Company of Ireland 2,000,000 
‘41 National Spinning and Manufacturing Company of ditto 
0 42 § piuning Company of Scotland 150,000 
yn “43 Company for the Purchase, Impor tation and Sale of Timbe r and 
4 Wood ‘ : 3 ; . 3,000,000 
0,00 - ee Slate and Stone " Company . Anderson. 
UE Siiene ta Stone ditto : . Baxter hee 
win ime and Coke ditto Wilkes 100,0 
Qo UR Brit as Flax and Hemp ditto ; Fomlinson : 1,000,000 
uo 0 ever ese and Soda _ ditto : Smith, Giles & Co. 200,000 
350 Nati ledical, Chemical and Drug Company . Oliverson 
oe 351 Le ang Drug and Chemical ditto - Dimsdale, Banker 250,000 
om mdon Drug ditto Beetham Solicitor ‘ 
Carried forward  £129,032,050 
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Brought forward £189,032 


352 North British Whale Fishery Company = 250,060 

353 Irish Fishing ditto : , ; 500.064 

354 Imperial Plate Glass ditto . Wilkes ‘ 200 009 

355 Edinburgh and Leith Glass ditto . ° , 100,009 
356 Albion Glass ditto ‘ ; . 100,00 
357 Edioburgh Portable Gas ditto ; . ; os 
358 Ditto Oil Gas ditto ‘ ‘ : ‘S 
359 Pawn Brokers of Edinburgh ditte , ‘ . 75,00 
360 National Commission Company of Dublin . ; ; 100,000 

361 Royal Dublin and Belfast Waggon Company ° ; ‘ 
362 Irish ‘Turf Company, in shares of £20 ; , p * 

363 Company for the Growth of Silk in Great Britain and the Colunies — 1,000,000 

364 Old Passage Ferry Company : ; . Sweet ‘ 25,00 





£191, 382,00 


eee 
me 


In addition to the foregoing, Proceedings are now taking, in the Louse of Commans,te ee 
procure Acts of Parliament lo enable the different Larties tu carry into exeim 
the following Projects : a 

365 Chesterfield Water Works and Gas Lights. 3 

366 Oldham ditto ditio a 

367 Almond ditto . 

368 Chester ditto a 

369 Limerick, No. 1. ditto ra 

370 Ditto No 2. ditto Bis 

371 Paisley ditto 

372 Shaws ditto 

373 Stockport ditto ' 

474 Hinckley Gas Light. 

375 Louth ditto 

376 Devizes ditto avd Paving, No. 1. 


377 Ditto ditto di'te 2. 

378 Canal from the Calder and Nibble Navivation to Halifex. 

379 Ditto, a Louch Erne in the County of Fermanagh to the River Black Wate, 
near the village of Charlemont. 

340 Ditto from the River Adia to Baybridge, Sussex. 

381 Portsmouth and Arundel Navigation. 

382 Tryddyn and Flint Rail Road. 

B88 Festiniog and Port Madoc ditto 

B44 Festiniog ditto 

B45 Glasgow and Rosebank ditto 

386 Kelso, Melross and Dalkeith ditto 


387 Lianllyfin and Carnarvon — ditto 

388 West Lothian ditto 
389 Wormsley ditto 

390 Portland ditto 

AGI kale of Dogs ditto 

392 Hungerford Market. 


Sidmouth Pier. 

Kerne Bridge over the Wve. 
Kingston ditto. 
Margate Embhankwent. 


Errata in the former List of Jeint- 
For the latter end ef the year I-24, re 
No. 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, for “ Ship Canal,” read Canal 
No. 107, 108, 109, 110, 111. 112. 112 ‘ong rena Oe Ge 
Stehe* veal Gas Licht » 113, 115, for “ Water Works and 
No, 123, for ** Austratician Washing,” read 4ustralician Agricullural. 
No. iS5, 1M, 157 , 154, leave our the words “e of Ireland ” 
No. 249, for “ Weed,” read I ool ) 


Stock Companies. 
ad the whole of the year 1824. 
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Southcotians. 


A cause at the late Lancaster Assizes 
brought these miserable fanatics again 
before the public. A mau of the vame 
of Heary Lee was indicted for the murder 
of Daniel Grimshaw, a child of fifteen 
days old. He was one of the disciples of 
Joanna Southcot, who are said to be still 
pumerous in Lancashire, where they bear 
the name of Joannahites. ‘Vhese deluded 
people have lately adopted the Jewish rite 
of circumcision; and the prisoner was 
tried on the charge of having occasioned 
the child’s death by performing this ope- 
ration upon him. The witnesses proved 
that ov the eighth day from his birth the 
child was taken from his mother and 
delivered to the prisoner to be circum- 
cised. During the performance of the 
ceremony, there was music in the garret 
called a chapel, where it was carried 
on before a uumber of spectators. ‘The 
knife, scissors, &c., used in the operation 
were exhibited on the trial. The father 
of the chiid, who is a collier, and another 
wan, Who appeared with a long beard iv 
the Jewish fashion, stated that they had 
themselves submitted to the rite. Three 
days after the operation, the child went 
wid fits, which after a few days more 
carried him off. A medical man was of 
opinion that the child’s death was caused 
hy ignorant treatment of the wound, 
Phe Counsel for the prosecation said he 
would not proceed further with the case ; 
the object of the prosecutors was only to 
pat down what they considered an illegal 
practice. Mr. Justice Baycey said they 
were right, and he should have gone 
With them in saying that the practice of 
circumcision is illegal, at least so far as 
— 4 ee ~ A 
: . as 
right that the public should know that 
o omy=dp not legal, with respect to 
a ae _ t tat they shonid understand 
ie cee ictment went off ouly because 

properly framed as to the 
description of the means of death. The 
Jury under his Lordship’s directions theu 
acquitted the prisoner. 


—= 


F English Roman Catholics. —It appears 
a 40 official statement just published, 
eee he throughout England 256 
rm atholic Chapels, 71 charity and 
er schools, and 348 officiating priests. 
hk Posey number in auy one county is 
“hire; namely, 81 chapels, 6 

‘hools and 79 priests. 

—_—— 


The PARLIAMENTARY. 
. a. atholic Question in its various 
" S88 eugaged the attention of both 
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Houses during the month. In the Lords, 
the bishops have presented many peti- 
tions from the clergy against further in- 
dulgences to the Catholics, some of them 
couched in violent language. These have 
occasioned very bold remarks from some 
of the lay lords, who have reminded the 
clergy of the forgotten duty of peace and 
good will. A petition from the clergy 
of the diocese of Ely gave birth to a 
warm debate. Amongst other charges 
against the Catholics, these petitioners 
accuse their priests of endeavouring to 
intwodace amongst their flocks ‘* a pros- 
tration of the understanding.” Lord 
Kivc hereupon remarked, ** These were 
fine words, aud he might say of them as 
had been said of some other fine words 
—he woudered where the clergy of Ely 
stole them. He believed, however, they 
stole them from the charge of the Lord 
Bishop of London. He had recommend. 
ed the clergy of his diocese to encourage 
in their flocks a prostration of mind 
and spirit, as the very teniper most suita- 
ble to Christianity. He wished the Right 
Rev. Bishop were present, that he — 
reconcile the contradiction between his 
Charge and the accusation of the peti- 
tioners.”’—The Bill for suppressing the 
Cutholie Association has passed and is 
now in operation. ‘To counterbalance this, 
the Commons, on the motion of Sir 
FraNcis Burverr, have resolved in a 
full house by a majority to enter into the 
consideration of the Catholic claims, and 
a bill is accordingly drawn up for the 
purpose, and is"to be discussed after the 
Easter holidays. —The Unrrarian Mar- 
RIAGE Bite has been read a second time 
without a division, and the Honse is to 
go into committee upon it, we suppose 
after Kaster. There was some debate 
upon the s end reading, when a Mr. 
Rosextson made a long and violent 
speech in opposition to it. He was 
answered by Dr. Lusmineros. ‘The bill 
was in some degree supported by Mr. 
Pert, who, however, is pledged no fur- 
ther than going into the Committee. He 
spoke as if he wished for 4 more com- 
prehensive measure, and pointed out the 
expediency of a general marriage repis- 
ter ‘The only other speaker, besides the 
mover, Mr. W. Sairn, wes Lord G. 
CAVENDISH, Who warmly supported the 
Bill Hereafter we hope to insert the 
debate at length. 

March 30th.—The Caitarian Mar- 
riage Bill, was committed last night, 
after fruitless opposition from Mr. ho- 
BEXTSON, Whose motion, that it be com- 
mitted that day six months, Was nega- 
tived without a division, The Report '* 
ordered to be brought up the 18th of 


April. 
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Correspondence, relative to the Pro- 


spects of Christianity and the Means of 


promoting its Reception in India, between 
Dr. Ware, of Harvard College, U.S., and 
the Rev. W. Adam, of Calcutta, and Ram- 
mohun Roy. Svo. 3s. 6d. 

An Inquiry inte the Opinions of the 
Christian Writers of the Three First Cen- 
turies concerning the Person of Christ. 
By Gilbert Wakefield, B. A. A new edi- 
tion, to which is prefixed, a Brief Notice 
of the Author, by J. T. Rutt. 8vo. 6s. 

Moral and Religious Sentiments, incul- 
cated by means of Exercises in Writing, 
selected from the Scriptures and various 
Authors, designed for the Use of Unita- 
rian Sunday-Schools. By a Well-Wisher 
to the Rising Generation. 2mo. &d. 

A Defence of “ Lectures on Unita- 
rianisim,”’ in Reply to the Animadver- 
sions of the Rev W. Proctor, Jun., M.A., 
in his ** Five Discourses,” &c. By J. S. 
Hyndman, author of the Lectures, 12imo, 
ls. 

Scientia Biblica: containing the New 
Testament in the Original Tongue, with 
the Authorized English Version, and a 
Copious and Original Collection of Pa- 
rallel Passages, printed in words at 
length. The whole so arranged as to 
illustrate and confirm the several clauses 
of each Verse ; with the various Readings 
and the Chronology. Dedicated, by per- 
wission, to the King. Three vols. 8vo. 
3M. Large paper, 5/. 

The Harmony of the Law and the 
Gospel, with regard to the Doctrine of a 
Future State. By TI. W. Lancaster, M.A. 
Avo. )2s. 

Letters to a Sceptic of Sistinetion in 
the 19th Century. Il2mo. 4s. 

A General Critical Grammar of the 
English Language, on a System Novel 
and Extensive. by Samuel Oliver, Jun., 
Esq. Hvo. 12s, 

Academical Examinations on the Prin- 
ciples of Chemistry, being an Iptroduc- 
tien to the Study of that Science. By 
David Boswell Reid. Vol. 1. 12mo. 15s. 


A Copious Latin Grammar. By LJ 
G. Scheller, translated from the Germs. 
with Alterations, Notes and Addition 
By George Walker, M. A., Head Maste 
of the Grammar School, Leeds. 2 Voi 
Rvo. SOs. 

Outlines of Education; or, Remarks 
on the Developement of Mind and te 
provement of Manners. 
zic. 5s. 


A New Universal Biography, chrom 9 
logica!ly arranged; containing Interestia @F 


Accounts, Critical and Historical, of th 
Lives and Characters, &c., of Eminett 


Persous in all Ages, classed according » OF 


their various Talents and Pursuits. 
Rev. J. Platts. (In Monthly Parts.) Pt 
I. 4s 6d. 

The History of the Reign of Geo. Ill 
By Edward Baines. 4 Vols. 4to. St 

The Case of Mary Queen of Scots, aud 
of Elizabeth Queen of England, legal’, 
briefly and historically stated. By Hue 
Campbell, LL.D. 12s. 

The Life of Cardinal Wolsey, by Gear 
Cavendish, his Gentleman Usher, togetler 
with his Poems, now first published from 
the original Autograph MS., with Note 
and Illustrations by 8S. W. Singer. 2 Vels 
8vo. Portraits and Engravings. 1. 1 


Sermons. 


Lectures on the Essentials of Religi 
Personal, Domestic and Social. By & 
F. Burder, M.A. 98, 

On Hearing the Word. By And 
Thomson, D.D., Minister of St. George 
Edinburgh. lémo. 2s. 

Single. 

Preached Jan. 23, 1825, to a cong 
gation of Protestant Dissenters, ‘ 
Saviourgate, York, in aid of a Subserp 
tion for the erection of a Unitarian C+ 
pel in Calcutta. By C. Wellbelond 
Svo. 2s, 

Indifference to the Cause of ‘Trot 
worse than Infidelity—delivered 10 the 
Unitarian Chapel, Prestou, &c. BY ho 
bert Cree. 8vo. 1s. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Communications have been received from T B. ; 


Christian; Berens; and J. E. 


;G.D.; B.; W.; An Apostoll.# 
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ERRATA. 


P 84, col. 2, line 15, for (** in” the, &c. 


BY, col. 2, line 33, for “* where 
94. col. 
~- 100, col 


read, (i. e. the holy spirit). 


2 line if such diversity,” read, where wo such dirersitY. 
«, line 15 from the bottom, for * statemant,” read statement. 


pe 2. dele the marks of quotation at the end of the Note. 


-, line 11, from the bottom, for “ Tainitarianism,”’ vead, Unilariaw®* 
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